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EDITORIAL NOTES.

‘ONCE more we are obliged to state
that the negotiations regarding the
future of the TRUE WirNEss are in pro-

- gress and nearing & termination. Itis
yét impossible for us to state exactly
how or when they will be completed,
but one thing certain is that not more
than a couple of days will elapse before
we will know exzactly where we are. We
are very sorry that we are forced by cir-
cumstances, that are entirely uncontrol-
able to keep our readers so long in sus-
pense, but we can only repeat what we
eaid in our second last issue, that “Rome
was not built in a day,” but once built
ahe became the Eternal city,

* #
*

'REGARDING correspondence we desire
togive an explanation to a number of
our readers. During the past four weeks
all business in connection with the TRUE
WiTNEsS was suspended, the estate was
in the hands of judicial curators, and the
paper was issued by them, in order:not
to break the continuity of the numbere,
Meanwhile all correspoudence was re-
tained and it was absolutely impossiblig
-either for ourselves or for any person

- else, to reply to the lettem on bu siness
and on other matter: We have no'small’
contract befors us this week when we
undertake to satisfy all our cortespon-
dents. In order to.facilitate matters
there are forty or fifty to whom we can
give geuneral replies, and that will obrvi-
ate a great deal of extra work. All sub-
scribers who have written to have their
addresses changed will be attended to
this week, when we hope to make all the
corrections required on our lista. Per-
sons who complain about baving receiv-
ed only halt the issue of Nov. 8th, will
find by reading the editorial on the first
page of that issue, the reason why only
eight pages were printed. _As to all the
other correspondents we will do our best
to give thom satiafactory answers during
the course of the week.
I‘_I‘

Itary has grown famous during the
present century, for its secret and anti-
Catholio societies; an evil spirit has
been abroad in that fair land, and under
the very shadow of the Vatican the ene-
mies of religion have conspired to over-
tbrow the institution of centuries, It is
full .time that Catholic Italy should
awakeh to » knowledge of the fearful
enemy that is slowly but surely under-
mining the national prospects of the
country. It appears that in Calabria, in
Italy, a new Catholic association has
been atarted and for its motto it has
taken the words “ Religione e Patria,”
% Religion and Country,” This is asign
that inflicates something better for the
future. -Like its own Vesuvius, poor
Italy is ever the threatened victim of a
political ‘voleano; underneath, in the
deep caverns of secret, oath.-bound or-
gsmzmons, thereisa perpet.ual rumbling
and- hlssmg, with periodical outbursts of
fiery’ lava, that ‘menace to destroy the
Pompeiian pillars and the Herculanian
wplendoks of past glories and na.uonal

L

greatness. The sooner the people ars
warned against the danger the better for
their safety. Religion combined with
true patriotism alone can save that
country.

+* 'I

Last WEEK another of those lynching
scenes took place in the neighboring Re-
public. This time it is from Ottumway,
Iowa, that the news comes. A young
man committed an abominable deed; he
was arrested and brought before the
court, and while the investigation was
proceeding a crowd of ‘about a thousand
citizens collected, secured a rope, and,
led by the father and mother of the in-
jured child, rushed inte the court-room,
secured the prisoner and hanged him to
the banister of the stairway. Now the
punishment meeted out to the young
man may not have been out of propor-
tion to his crime; yet we cannot see
wherein the justice lies. There should
certainly be some steps taken by the
authorities to secure all criminals against
the vengeance of frenzied mobs ; in fact
to save people from the consequences of
their own over-wrought passions—for
each one who participates in the lynch-
ing ofa human being is guilty ot murder
in'the eye of God, apd §o. provocation
"oan ever justify the act nor efface the
reaponsibility,, .,
‘has gone already too far, and such a
relic of barbarism should be checked
forever in 'a country olaiming to be
civilized.

* ‘.

IT I3 WONDERFUL, and at the same
time distressing, to read in the daily
press of the number of men who are
brought before the courta of the city for
the crime of wife-beating. It seems to
us that no punishment could be consider.
ed too severe for the brutal characters
that take advantage of their superior
strength to abuse the partners of their
lives, the women to whom they vowed
love and protection. Thereissomething
80 mean, 80 low, 80 unmanly in the con-
duct of & wife-beater that the very men-
tion of the crime makes one feel a re-
pugnance akin to that which is produced
by the presence of or contact with a
serpent, We hope sincerely that our
authorities will not be anyway sparing
in their treatment of these reprobates,
We can find no excuse for the man who
abuses his wife. It is true that there are
cerlain women who have great faults,
and who are a constant worry to their
husbands ; there are others whose con-
duct is not caldulated toinspire love and
devotion on the part of the man. But
we must remen ber that the woman is
generally what the man makes her. It
is his neglect, his unbridled passions,
his utter hea.rtleauness, that often drives
the woman to dequ.u-. We have no
sympathy for the man who is cowardly
enough to at.nke & woman, especmlly hla

wife.
!.I‘
A CORRESPONDEXT Writing in the Lon-
don Daily Chronicls laments the lack of

Catholic wiiters at the préesent day. An

'English contemporary aptly Teplies that

This lynching 'process |

we have a plentiful supply of Catholic
writers, but what is needed is a publish-
ing company or organization amongst
Catholics for giving them employment.
“ Catholic writers,” says the sgame jour-
nal, ‘‘ prefer to write in the intereats of
the Church rather than for non-Catholic
publications, but they require bread for
their gustenance like others of their
kind, and this can only be obtained by
money. Their pens will be prolific if
they are paid for their work.”” We
heartily agree with these remarks. Un-
fortunately there is but ecant encourage-
ment for Catholic writers, either in this
country or sbroad. It is very easy fora
reader to sit down and enjoy their effus-
ions and to praise them for their work;
but then & reader does not always reflect
upon the amount of study, of mental
worry, of manual labor—with pen—and
weary work with brain that are neces-
sarily the companions of every well-
written article. And few, if any dream
of the tortures that are the constant
companions of poorly paid wrilers. Let
one of those people who think that a
word of “ praise is as good as dimes” for
a writer, attempt to compose anordinary
business, or even common-place letter,
while the door-bell is announcing the
landloxd, and the empty pocket-book
tells the story of ‘“no funds” Let uas
have well psid writers and we will have
good writers and many of them,

» ®
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Tse alarming reports about the Pope'’s
health which are being flashed daily
across the cable remind us somewhat of
the numerous announcements of a
similar nature that were scattered broad-
cast over the world during the last de-
cade of the life of Pius IX. One would
imagine that *“the wish was father to
the expression” as far as these sensation-
alists are concerned. The Rowman cor-
respondent of the Cologne Gazetie seems
to have aa aptitude for fabricating
bulleting of the Pope's bealth. And yet
we are at & loss to know how that enter-
priging writer could become acquainted
with the internal workings of the
Vatican and the secrets of the Pope’s
household. There is one thing certain,
however, that no reliance can be placed
on any of these despatches., They are
rot official, nor even eemi-official; they
are rumors caught flying in the cafes and
talons of Rome and improved upon by
the gentlemen who are paid to furnish
news from the Eternal City. The truth
is that, according to every authentic re-
port of 1ate, His Holiness is in very good
health, far better than could be reason-
ably expected in the case of a man who
is 8o advanced in years and who has had
such a fatiguing summer, as this jubiles
year has been.

. '.l .
' Mz, STEAD, the well known London
Jjournalist“and founder as well as editor

| of the  Review of Reviews, is now in
‘| Cananda and has been feasted in different

oities of our Dominion. Although Mr,
Stead is famed as & journalist, he is be-
coming still more notorious as a believex

in Pschysioal Phenomens, He has

studied the relations between embodied
and dispmbodied spirits and claims to be
able to procure letters from the de-
parted, to hold conversations with the
souls that have gone before, and to
illustrate the truths of his peculiar
spiritualistic theories in & most practioal
and tangible manner. We understand
that he has undertaken to give a few
private exhibitions in the homes of the
friends with whom he stopped while here .
This is very interesting indeed ; but it
seems to us a great drop in the scale of
dignity for a man of Mr. Stead’s abilities
to take. While in his sphere of journal-
iat he was, after & manner, a great suc-
cess ; but in his role of medium we fear
that he has gone beyond his depth and
adopted & profession (if we can 8o call it)
that is not his vocation. What seems
strangest of all is the fact that these
gentlemen who have faith in spirit-
rapping, spirit-telegraphy, and all such
phenomenag, cannot be made to under-
stand or believe in the Catholic doctrine
of Purgatory. '

I’.!

UxpER the heading, *“ A Lesson from
Australia,” the Liverpool Catholic Times
gives the report of a dialogue that,.j 8
vouched for by a responsible Austrslian
judge, It appears that at an Anglican
diocesan festival recently held in the
Town Hall, Melbourne, Mr. Justice
Hodges assured a large gathering that it "
had taken place in his own presence ina
court of justice. A liltie girl was being
examined, and she replied thus to the
questions :

“ How old are you?—Ten years and
seven months, sir.

Do you gv to school?—Yes, sir;
State school in——atreet.

Been going thexe long t—A little over
& year, Bir, '

Were you at school before that ?—Yes,
8ir; at the State school in—-—street tnree
or four years.

Can you read 1—Yes, »ir.

Can you read writing >—Yes, sir.

And write ™—Yes.

Well, my little woman, did you ever
hear of God ?—Beg pardon, sir. .

Did you ever hear of God ?—Of Godl,
glx ?

Did you ever hear anything about
your Heavenly Father ?—Beg pardon,
sir.

Did you ever hear anything about
your Father in Heaven ?—My father’s at
home, sir. _

Did you ever hear anything about
Chriet 1—DBeg pardon, sir.

Did you ever hear anything about
Christ ?—I don't know him, sir.”

The Liverpcol organ adds to this the
following comment: “ 1t might well be
supposed that there could not be & more
terrible object lesson as to the dangers
a secular educational system, but Arch-
bishop Carr, of Melbourne, declares that
his expetience of the working of the
Educational Actin his diocese has made;
him acquainted with not one but.many:
cases of children of much more mature
years fully as ignorant as this child of
the fundamental truths of religion.”
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