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VIDENCES of widespread dissatisfac-
tion with the N.P. are rnultiplying.
The Central Farmers' Institute bas
passed a resoluition in favor of Free
Tracie with Britain and reciprocity with
other nations. This is ail well enough
init wy but the farniers should re-
member that it is only votes at the
plis thtcounit. Frec 'lrade, like

iiayanother good cause, bas any
nuniber of friends and supporters every
day in the year except election day.
Until fariers learn to put their own

interests before those of either party and vote the way
they talk, they cati ;resoloot tîli the cows corne home"
without any practîcal cesit.

M RS. SHEPHERI) and Sir John 1'hornpson have

Association, a body which ay be briefiy described as
Orangeismi with the party politics left out, which is said
to have had a %vide influence ini the States in checkingy
the designs of the Romish hierarchy. Its spread in
Canada is due fully as inuch to the repulsion inspired by
the Premier as the Ilawful example " as to the efforts of
anti-Rornanist propagandists. There is a good deal, that
looks like intolerance in its principle of remorselessly knif-
ing at the polis every Roman Catholie or politician sup-
ported by the Catholic 'vote-but il this feeling gains
ground the Roman Catholics are tbemselves to blame for
perrniitting themselves to be herded together like cattle
and traded off to the politicians for special favors to their
Church.

M R. MEREDITH is said to have ressgned the leader-
ship of the alleged Opposition in the Ontario Legis-

lature. Now~ if wlvat is left of that farcical body would
follow his example and quit the nonsensical work of
dividing on party lines an assemhly that ought to be run
on purely business principles, they will for once earn the
gratitude of the country. Party politics are a curse and
a nuisance anywhere, but they are entirely witbout a
reason for existence in a Provincial Legislature. Their
only effect is to increasc imniensely the expeinse of gov-
ernmen- and te boost small-potato politicians into places
rnany sizes too big for thcm. It is tmucb to be regretted

that Sandfield Macdonald's statesmianlike attempt to dis-
pense with partyisrn in the flrst Ontario Legislature %vas
defeated by the fanaticisrn of the Grits.

N OTIHING more touching than the solicitude of the
~'Empire for the safety of Prof. Goldwin Snmith from

attack by over zealous loyalists bas been experienced
since the Irish orator cried out to bis friends who were
suppressing an interrupter, IlDon't !1nail bis ears to the
pump. *

I T'S a migbty slack day at Ottawa wben some hitherto,
docile Tory member doesn't rise up on bis bind legs

and take a wback at the tariff. But tbe Governrnent
majority doesn't seern to dimnisb perceptibly. Talk is
cheap-and farmers, workingmen and fools seem to tbink
it is aiso filling.

U MILITY rather than self-glorification
over tbe vaunted power of the press
should possess tbe soul of the Canadian
editor wheti lie reflects that the united
influence of the journalistic profession
bas nlot beesi able to mîtigate the rank
injustice of the lawv of lîbel. Party
hacks are more anxious to enable one-

borse polîticians to pose as statesmen than
to secure fair play for tbe-nselves.

THE following friendly notice of GRIP appears in theT February numiber of the Presbj'terian colcge four-
liai of Monitreal :

There is none or our exchiangcs more -welcoune than Cri i,, more
eagerly sought after. Althnugh it deals wiîh political and social
qutestions it is non-partisan, ils morality is puire ond hcelthy, and
ils influence cannot but be for good. lis cartoons arc volumes in
theniselves. GRis' is a paper which should bc found in ever
Canadian household.

OLITIC AL ecxi -
gencies bave been

. - .. .... responsible for

2 ~somne queer devel-
opments and rapid
changes of base,
but their results
have seldomt been

more remarkable than ini

Scotia coal monopoly.

flecause the deal bas
beneffected by a Grit Govern-

nien, th Enpirethespecial
fredof nionopolies in general-feels bound to assail it,

and the Globe, which lias built up a reputation in attack-
ing Tory monopohies, comnes forward to champiôn it.
Vet sonie people w~ould try to niake us believe that tbere
are différences of principle between Grits and Tories.

SOME of the newspapers are puhlisbing lists of theS surviving IlFathers of Confederation." There
ougbt to be a moral statute of limitations to prevent
mnalicious people from bringing up ftom the memories of
the past the sins and follies of one's younger days. It's a
meati thing to throw up at a mnan, wbo bas settled down
into decorous* .Yays, the mistakes of bis earlier years.


