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Sir James Hector, New Zealand’s foremost
Scientist, has been deploring what he des-
cribes as ‘“the perfect athletic mania which
has arisen in the Australias,” To be a hero
in the Colonies now, he says, you must excel
not in brain work, but in the training of the
muscles of the arms and legs.

There has been of late years somewhat ofa
revolution in the idea of how foreign mission
work should be handled. The earlier idea
was that the heathen should be preached to.
Whatever success may have attended this
method, it was certainly not sufficient to pre-
vent the inquiry whether the same expenditure
might not be more telling if directed in some
different channel. It then began to be seer
that the effects of a large part of a lifetime
spent in heathenism could not be wholly
rooted out, and that a wiser plan was to be-
gin at the beginning of the lives to be con-
verted. This has led to the vast upgrowth of
the educational system in foreign missions,—
Rev. D. M, Bates.

The theatres of Japan begin in the moining
and last until sundown. The audiences sit on
the floor, and the people are as much affected
as children by the plays. Whole families
come and spend the entire day in the theatre.
Some of them bring their provisions with
them, and others have them served from the
neighbouring tea-houses. In some theatres,
when a person wishes to leave the hall and
come back again, he is not given a return
check, as with us. There is no passing of
your ticket to newsboys in Japan. The door-
keeper takes hold of the right hand of the
man going out and stamps on his wrist the
mark of the theatre. When the play-goer

returns, he presents his wrist, the seal of the
theatre is shown, and be is admitted.

Dr. Liddon is the author of the following :
Burke has shown how various attitudes of the
human body correspond to, or are inconsis-
tent with, deep emotions of the human soul.
You cannot, for instance, sit lolling back in
an arm chair with your mouth wide open, and
feel a warm glow of indignation ; and, if you
or I were introduced suddenly into the pre-
sence of the Queen, we should not keep our
hats on and sit down with our hands in our
pockets, on the ground that the genuine senti-
ment of loyalty is quite independent of its
outward expression. And if people come to
church and sit and talk and look about them
while prayers are being addressed to the
Infinite and Eternal Being, it is not because
they are so very, very spiritual as to be able
to do without any outward forms, They
really do not kneel because they do not with
the eye of their souls see Him, the sight of
whom awes first the soul and then the body
into profoundest reverence. After all, there
is nothing very spiritual, as some people seem
to think, in the practice of outward irrever-
ence. Church rules on the subject are but the
natural outcome of deep interest of the soul
of man when it is confronted by the greatness
of its Maker and its Redeemer.

A DISTINGUISHED CRITIC.

M. Armand de Pontmartin, one of the oldest
and best French critics, died a few weeks ago
at Avignon, where he was born in 1811, He
was a stanch Roman Catholic and Legitimist,
and started as a journalist in 1833. For the
last twenty-three years he was feuilletonist to
the Gazette de France, and many of his 1,500
articles in that paper have been reprinted in
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