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GENERAL LITERATURE.

« YOUTH IS A SLIPPERY PATH.”

Tue following valuable remarks we have ex-
uacted from an admirable lecture lately deli-
vered to the ¢ Young Men’s Presbyterian As-
sociation,” in Halifax, N.S., by the Rev. Wm.

Duff.
Here is a young man leaving the paternal
rocf to Jay hold on the first link of social bemg.
It is an event of no ordinary interest in the
little household—an hour of many sympathies
and feelings. . The buoyant spirits and the vi-
sions of youth yield, for a time, to the depth
and tenderness of filial love, as he listens with
emotion to a father’s counsels and reeeivesa
mother’sblessing.  Heis destined, it may be,
for the legal profession, and he cnters the
writing chambess to occupy the vacant seat at
the table. Modest, diffident, ignorant of lus
work, yet forward to oblige and to be of what
sarvice he can. A few briel interrogatories
discover him to his nei companions to be
what is tarmed, in the phrascology of the pro-
tligate, « green” in the ways of life. He has
soon to listen to frequent inucndos against the
Aruths of religion and the claims of virtue. - He
ventures peﬁmps to remonstrate, and his sim-
plicity, as it is termed, calls forth only the laugh
orthe sneer. One, more thorough pasul in
the ways of vice than the rest, undertakes to
inttiate him, and forthwith his principles arc as-
gailed, for there is no going on without these
bulwarks of innocence being first demolished.
Does he reverence the Bible? Ho is plied
with arguments and insinuations against its au-
thovity, which as he has never before heard or
thought of, he is unable to answer, Does he
ilasire to remember the Sabbath day ? itz claims
a; sauehty arg spurned and the too general prac-
tice, even of professing Christians, appealed to,
anl urgad against the notion of its being in-
tended for anything else than a day of amuse-
moant, idlencss, or pleasure, Nay, the very
f2slings of nature are attempted to be poisoned.
Shoulda father’s or a mother’s warning intcr-
pose to arrest him before he takes the fatal
step—why should he continue for ever inlead-
ing strings now-that he is old enough to be his
own master? Ho may struggle for a time to
>sist this pernicious influence. The princi-
ples and lessons imbibed may not all at once
be discarded and forgotten. ~ But isit to be
conceived, humanly speaking, that breathing
daily in this polluted region, he should avoid in-
haling the poison ? No.—He yields atlength,
almost for pcace sake he yields, and to escape
b2ing any longer the butt of ridicule. He
makes one of a Sunday pleasure party,-he joins
-the evening club, and mixesin the midnight
revel, and the work of the destroyer is accom-
plished. He has at times his forenoen of re-
flection and Dbitter remorse, but every such
thought and impression is speedily effaced by
the return of riot and excess.

Who is yonder palc and emaciated wretch,
whom we see prowling on the streets, like a
woll at evening foc his prey 7—a female form
without one feature of a female soul—an out-

cast “ whom neither the world nor its law be-
friends.” And what has effected a<transfor-
mation so revolting on one in whom a metho:’s
hopes were centered, and whose . cheek,
now, alag! unconscious of shame, the blush
of modesty once instinctively mantled?

She has been the victim of that bloatéd sen-
sualist, who himself, but a few yecars ago, en-
tered qun life uncorrupted, bigh in hope, with
the path of usefulness, respectability, and ho-
nour, all before him, and with qualifications
fitted to secure success ; but he fell the victim
to a vicious companionship, and now, cut off|
from the intercourse even ol his early seducers,
he walks a living pestilence, breathing around
him the atmosphere of death, hated of himself,
despised and shunned by all, a ¢ vessel of
wrath fitted for destruction.”

The case we have supposed is by no means
idcal or unique. You have scen it realized,
bad a3 it is, in the history of some of your ac-
quaintances. '

You have seen the young man of promise,
of high intellectual endowments, and aniiable
disposition, fitted both to adern and improve
society, and who might have left a name be-
hind him tobe uttered with a tear, sink into
the very slave of passion, the victim of crime,
disosvned by those who once most tenderly
loved him, forgotten while yet alive, consigned
to oblivion ere yet the grave has hid his
shame.

But, thatthe influence of wicked compa-
aionship may be fatal to his immortal interests,
it is not necessary that it impel him to drain
tothe very dregs, the cup of sensuality and
crime. He may not have descended to the
roint at which ch world disapproves, and yet
e may lic under the stronz end emphatic

.condemnation of Heaven.—Various circum-

stances may combine to keep him short of this
fearful consunimation, and to prevent him from
sinking into the lowest gulph of sinful indul-
gence. The consideration of'the mere tem-
poral consequences of such excess, a desire to
keep on some terms with society, or a mere
regard to economy, may be the highest mo-
tives from which this constraint arises, while
the evil.communication to which he has been
exposed may have fully done its work, in the
perverting of every -principle, and in the poi-
soning of every feceling of his heart.

Docs not the well being of society then, and,
ahove all, do not the interests of Leings des-
tined for immortdlity, demand an effort in be-
half of thosc whose inexperience exposes them
to be practised upbn by rcmorseless and de-
signing villainy,.and whose inherent corruption,
and natuaral aptitude for receiving a wrong
impression, render a world lying in wicked-
ness so peculiarly dangercus and co frequently
fatal ?

But, to conclude, the class to which we re-
fer are in that season of life when effunts in
their behalf arc most likely to prove success-
ful. )

They are sinners, as well as others, itis true,
and prone to evil, but their minds are more
open to conviction—tkeir hesrts are more ten-
der gnd suscepiible of salwiary impressions.
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They kave not been ¢ accustomed to do evil ;7
their con8ciences are not yet ¢ searcd as with
 hot iron ;” the delegate of heaven is nct
wholly disowned ; the till small voice within
is heard, of which advantage may be taken,
and to which appeal may be made.

Ought this season o Le neglected 7 Shall the
lively period of youth, that soft and impressi-
ble season, when lasting habits arc formed,
when the seal cuts deep into the yielding wax,
and the impression is more likely to be clear
and lasting and streng—shall this warm and
favourable season he suffercd to slideby with-
out being turned to .the great purposes for
which not only youth, but life, and breath, and
being were hestowed ? Shall our young men,
our country’s hope, be launched into the open
sca of life, without either .chart .or compass
to steer by awid its hidden rocks and yawning
waves? Shall they Le left, in this most criti-
cal period of lile, when a right dircction may
most easily be given to their habits and pur-
suits—shall they Le left to the chance impres-
sions which they way receive from a world

whose influecnce and intercourse are co em-

phatically pernicious?

It may be so,and in general it is so.  You
may leave them to their fate, buta race will
arise around you, from-whoge very aspect your
souls will shrink. Do youlove yourcourtry ?
Know then by your neglect you have minis-
tered t#its ruin. Do you love yeur race?
You will learn the extent of ¢vil you have in-
flicted vpon them, ‘when yeu stand together
before the great white throne, in the zudit of
an assembled universe, and hear the sentence
go forth, bidding them for ever away intaitose
realms of =voe, where no voice is beard Lut
the wailings of despair, ¢ where hope rever
comes, that comes to all.” You will then, it
may be, reflect that there was a time wken
you could have been instrumental in avertirg
this ; when you might have told them ofa Ged
above, a judgment hefore, and a Saviour ¢ near
even at the door ;°—a time when the Spirit ¢l
God seemed even to be striving with then,
and hegining a good work ; and you, alag, 1+
cold neglect, guenched the smokirg fiax ! Put
then it is too late,—you cannot give them a
cup of-cold watcr to cool their burning tongues.
Let us feel and act upon this respongibiity.
It is in dcaling, and in dealirg vigorcusly
with the youth of a country, that any great
moral rer.ovation is to be expected.—We can
hopc for little sucecss when attacking the
wickedress which hath « grown ui!ﬁ the
growth and strengthencd with the strength® of
ouradult epulaticr.  Notlingisindeed “tgo
bard for the Lerd,” and swe would therefore
ply the inanhocd and the old age ol crin.c with
the lessons of the Bible: but the alore hepc-
ful attempt, is that of applyirg Chrictiarity as
a preventive, and turning away thie yeurg freny
the steps .ol their futlers.

I might recommend the necessily of such
efforts by.referring to the actual state of religion
amorg the young of thiz city. I might ask veu
to enter any of vur churches durirg divine ger-
vice on the Lord’s day, and reckon up the re-

gular atiendants upon divine ordirances, and



