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CANADIAN ILLUSTRATED NEWS.

LA PETITE ROCHELLE AND THE
RIVER RESTIGOUCHE.

E—

 Abd thou, ftochelle, our oirn Rocheits,
fafr oity of the tratere.” « MacALLEY,

The spirit stivring lives of Lord Matauley's
Huguenot ~ Ballads, the product ‘of his early
poetic_genius, ring in our ears when we look
upon the rplqturesque surroutdings of what was
the site’of a little Frencl settlement known o
fundred and - thirty yeams ago as the * Town
of La Petite Rochelle.”

It is situated a little above the port of Camp-
bellton, the hesd of ship navigation, on the
npposite or vorth side of the River Restigouche;
—tthe river that spreads like the hand =" &
shme ;sm»ruprinhrly characteristic of its five large
Liranches ;—ot, according to the more romantic,
bt eqially approprinte interpretation of an old
fndian chief who resided there fifty years ngo,
- ihe Hiver of the land of snow,™ ... which
accords well with the six feet fn depth of it tht
falls in winter on the mountainons region it an.
walers,

The impression produced by the romantic
seenery of the site of La Petite Roehielle is en-
hareed by the historical associstions connected
with it.—The naval action thiat took phiee at
irs destruction is a tragically interesting inci-
dent in the war of the conguest of Canadu 5 and
wis the last coulliet in arms that wecured on
i, exeepting the gallant defence of Fort 8t
Lewis, by Commandant Pouchot, against (le-
notal JAmherst i——-Montreal capitulated to him
o hisarrival before 31, without fighting,

The name aione of La Petite Rochelle presents
« dink of historival assoeiation between the be.
giining of Freneh settlement in Canada and
Acadia, uuder e Monts and Champlaiu, sud the
copclusion of the grawd obl days of chivaliy .-
iand,to use a borrowed simile <hike wild
monittains seen through the porple hare of dis-
tance,, which wellows their asperities and Je-
velopes the comparative dlevation of their lofty
sumnits; and the gandenr of their outlines,
with a perfection thal -too near a view fails to
atlord.

Viewed across the field of Canadiait history,
theset two great and good men,—De Monts, the
devout, but liberal and patriotic Haogeenot —
and Champlain, —that wise, vet heroically dar.
ing Y king of men,” as Homer, would have
enjled hiug—a devoted patriot and pious Ca-
thulic—are the two most eminent figures that
t=om high over the borizon of the past of Ca.
nadin.  The enduring friendship between them,
«f which the most noble natures alone are
capable, did much to establish that freedom
from religicus intolerance and persecution else-
where too prevalent—for which liberality the
Freneh -Canadian people, to their honour, have
cver beey as distinguished as for their benevol-
ence, so often muanifested, in the old wars, in
the ransoming of English prisoners from their
hwlian captors, and assisting them to return o
their friends. )

After King Heury the Pourth of France, had
appointed him Lieutenant General of ** L'Aca
e’ and granted him a patent of exclusive right
of trade in the River and Gulf of St Lawrenee,
amd ““Baie des Chaleors,” Do Monts associated
with himself auany prominent men of Rouen,
and of the warlike and wealthy commercial
sy of Rochelle | the majority of whom were
Haguenot. Among them there were, douhtless,
wen of mok, whz had {ollowed the ** White
plume of Naverre” or fought on the other side
at the batle of lvry i remarkable as being the
st great victory that was won by . charge of
Laneey by minil clad men j~-men, whose exteru-
«f wurld of hife, apd internal word of ideas,
dutfered as tmueh from ours as their garb and
arms,

The power and wealth of Rochelle, from its
vast commerer, ~like that of Vanues (of the
Venetid itg predecessor on that coast, tn the
Hays of Unesay - and i1 semi-independence, un-
Ner ity municipal rights-—like thoss of the grent
wnicipalities of Bpain that Charles the  Fifth
houl to rediice by a sanglinery civil war—nde
i, hike them, obnoxious to the authosity of the
crown sl aggravated by religives strife, led
ta its like sanguinary subjugntion.

Such conditions recall the duys of the terri-
mr‘nd vonsoiidation of France ; and the assimi-
lstion fu national charneter aud sentiment of ity
pweople, -~ g0 long retarded by the frudal inde-
pendence of the great vassals of the Crown § and
by factional and religious emmmotions. They
recall the days of the reunissauce, under Francis
the First, (uotoriously as the first Christisn
King proclaimed in Canada,) with the rapid de-
velopement of culture and civilization — marit-
ime discovery aud commerce ~— and of luxury,
and ultimately of the royal authority which
becamn abmolute, .

And what is the contomporary history of the
kad of La Petite Rochelle, t?m Restigouche
conntry and the ¢ Baie des Chaleurs 1 -

Jean Alphonse de NXamctoigne in 1544 says
thut Mal l&nio, on the Gulf Constof Ganpé, had
long . been frequented “by Biscayan tishermen,
but says nothing of their visiting the ** Baie
des ‘Chaleures” adjoining. 1 1534, Jacques
Cartier ascended the Bay, till he came in sight
of the lofty  range ‘of “Tragadigash, unear the
mouth of the Restigouche, he met a party of
natives in-albout filty canves. They spoke a
langunge which, L'Escarbot BAYH, Was not h‘bokﬂu
“by-the natives thera in his: tite,” when Micmae
wna their laiguage ; 80 they were not” Micmacs,

and their words wo nre - not Algonquin. The three

hundred natives lie found “and - communicated

wit‘h,‘ at Paspebiac, further enstward, might have’

been Micmacs, for he says they were . different in
n‘nture n’nd in langunge from' the Indians of
Gaspé. The latter, as his vocabularies shew,
sl»okc the same language as the great nation of
Huron-Iroquoia race of Hochelaga, whose great
Cl’_ll‘f. qancr{ucs Cartier says, ruled over the coun-
tries of Hochelagn, Canada (Quebec), Saguenay
and Hongueda (Gaspé), of whow, Donacona, the
chief of Stadacoun (Quebee), was o vanssal.

But alas! for the meu of Hochelaga when
they poiuted up the Ottawa from the sminmit of
the Mountreal mountain, and told him that the
bad peaple, the Aguhudas (Algonquins) their
euemies, were there, their own doom wag then
on the wing,

Seventy years afterwards Hochelaga and its
dominions had censed to exist, and their Huron-
Troquois hundred (or Mowhawks) that Jaeques
Cartier found in Gaspé, had dissppeared, —
driven out or exterminated by their enemies,
the Abenaquis and Miemacs. The latter have
beetr fur upwards of two hundreds yearsthe only
resident Tudisus of the peninsala of Gaspeé, the
“Paie des Chaleurs” and Restigouche,

They namber s few over six hundred souls,
of whow three.quarters rogide at their village of
Mission Point, adjoining the site of *“[a
Petite Rochelle.”  Prior to the middle of the
laxt century they had & village ou the opposite
side of the Restigouche a Httle further up, sur.
routided by a stockade. There they hud « chureh
~-it wag the Ol Mission where they were first
vonverted to Christinnity--snd a graveyard the
bones from which have been at times exposed by
the encroachmwent of the river. 1n Nova Scotia,
their hereditary ubode, and New Bronswick, the
Micuises number three thousand souls.

OF the history of the averthrow by the Algon-
quins, of the dominion of the Huron-lroquols in
Lower Canady, including Gaspé, and their ex-
pulsion, and the occupation of the peninsula of
Uuspé by the Micmacs, nu Algic race, we have
no positive reeord,  Tradition speaks of the
massacre of a great ntimber of Canadian Indians
near Bie, on the Lower ¥t. Lawrence, which
seems confirmed by the discovery of a great
suantity of human bones in a cavern there.
And Jacques Cartier tells us of the bitter exas-
peration with which Donaconn, chief of Quebec
aud 1ts environs, spoke of the slaughter, ahont
two years befofe; of two hundred prople by their
terrible enewies, who were zontinnally making
war on them ; from which we may fxstime that
the begiuning of the end had then already come
of Danacona’s people. This was in the vear
1583, Their enemies though desiguated Tou-
damansg —a term afterwards applied to the Iro-
quois~——men of the south—were more probably
the ihen incoming Micmacs ; and Danacona’s
people themselves, like the men of Guspé, if wo
accept of Jacques Cartier's statemeénts, and his
vocsbulary of the language of the latter, were,
as held by the talented and experienced ©* Pérn
Lafitan’’ corn.growing Huron-trequois, in race,
or by afliliation ; and not the starving, miser-
uble Adirondacs that Champlain met at Quebec.
The names of the rivers and places— Resti-
gouche, Tartigouche, Tragadigash, Rimouskiand
Kamouraska, in and adjoining the Peninsula of
Gasy £ are not pure, if at all Algic or Micmace
words ; as these lungurges hiave no sound, or
fetter **v."

We have, however, a reliable traditionsl ac.
enunt of the final conflict between the Micmues,
of the Ristigouche and their hervditary enemies,
of the Huron-lroguois race, the Mohawks, which
may have oceurred a century later.  In it-the
Micmacs were victorious.  The first British set-
ter learved the partienlars of their tradition
from them, which he communicated to. Daniel
Fraser, Faq., from whom that beantiful proper-
ty at the junction of the River, Matapedia and
the Ristigouche was purchased by the present
President ot the United States, tor occasional
summner reshlence,

As this battle is’ the greafest event kpown in
the Indian histwy of the Ristigouche, and the
tradition of 1t has been confirmed by the finding
of the bonesof the slain, the particulars of it
wiay be woreh recording -

on thadoceasion the Mubawks had come down
the Ri-igouche, in great force, for the purpose
of »1.ucking the Micmacs in their home. The
bstilefield was the long island, in the.Risti-
wouche, at the head of ths tide that can be seeu
from the Micmac Village, near the site of I
Petite Rochelle. - The Micmacs were not -taken
by surprise’; their warriors posted themselves
in the lower end of the island. The Mohawks
benched their canoes at the upper end of it, and
Jauding, marched dowt towards the lower end
of the island to fight the Micmaes assembled
there in force, to whom their attention was ex

clusively  directed. But the Miemacs, antici-
pating this movement of the Mohawks, had
previous to their arrival, caused their own
squaws and boys to secrete themselves among
thick bushes on the side of the upper part of the
jsland, with directions to steal up quietly and
carry off the cauoes of the Mobawks, as soon as
they could do so undiscovered.

TThe strutagem was successully  executed.
After hard fighting, the Mobawks were deteated ;
but for them there wis no escape. - Their canoes
were. gone. ‘Those that tried to swim ashore
-wereswiftly followed by ‘Micmacs in their canoes
and “tomahawked in the water. . Those - who
reached the shore were slin thore or died of
their wounds anong the rocks, where they had
hids Al that remained on theisland, that had
not fallew in tha fight,were ruthlessly magsacrod.

Thus ended the last -battle of the. Micmacs
with the Mohawks, who were of the same Hure
ousIroquois race as the nation from whom the

Micmacs had wrested the peninsula’of Gaspe. -

On making & road for themselves up the south
bank of the Ristigouche, the first British set-
tlers. found the bones of the slain that had
fallen after reaching the ahore, in. considerable
quantities, and deposited them in the hull of &
little old schooner that lay aground there. The
bones were very old-looking and seemed to have
lain there very long.

If L' Escurbot was right in saying that the
langnage of the natives that Jacques Cartier met
at the very head of the Baie des Chaleur, was not
that spoken -in his time. (Micmac) they must
have been of a different race, afterward expelled
or exterminated by the Micnacs.

Notwithstanding the obscurity of the imper-
fect records and the apparently contrudictory
character of the earliest Indian traditions, they,
when carefully studied, agree in indicating the
outline of a great drima in the early history of
the Indians of New France, (or more correctly
Lower Canada in three distant parts.

1st. The intrusion, at a not exceedingly re-
smote_date, of a corn-growing, more advanced
Huron-Iroquois race, {Aguier or Mohawk) from
the west, into the valley of the St. Lawrence,
which they conquered, and connectedly occu-
pied, till about the middle of the sixtcenth
century, down to the Gulf, including Gaspe—
countries previously inhabited by Algonquin
natiouns.

2nd. Their utter expulsion, {in [ower Can-
ada only,) from the Valley of the St. Lawrence,
by n great wave of .\dirondac Algonquins, from
the north, chieily by the river Ottawa.

drd. And then for about sixty years, a succes-
sion of sanguinary and at times almost success-
ful Mohawk or Troquois invasions for the re-con-
yuest of the country from which their race had
been expelled ; or in revenge for their expulsion
or in hostility then originated.

Treading ay it were, in their daily pursnits on
the graves of their enemies, with the scene of
this lust bloody tragedy constauntly in view from
their cabin doors at the Mission Village, and
vague traditions of mutual atrocities in their
minds, it is no wonder that the * Mohawk”
should long be the ** Bete Noir” that haunted
the imagination of the Micmacs of the Risti.
gouche. It comes to recollection that when re-
turning to camp in uninhabited places through
the heavily wooded, deep, narrow dells, back
from the Ristigouche ; when the sombre shadows
of the high hills, aggravated the gloom of ap.
proaching nightfall, we were struck with the
eviden! uneasiness and earnest objections of our
Micmac attendants, sod the furtive glances they
cast around them, into the recesses of the forest,
if one of the gentleman of our party, thought-
lessly began to talk about the Mohawks ; which
I huad to forbid being done, under surh circum-
stances, in the hearing of the Micmaes. About
that time—forty years ago—some of the Mic-
macs left their cabins and hid themselves in the
woods for three successive nights, from having
heard a romor that the Mohawks were coming
back again to attack them. Kven now, it is
soid by good authority, that some of the old
people among them superstitiously” cherish the
tradition that the Mohawks are to come back
again to revenge that last massacre, at the long
island on the Ristigouche.

The French Acadian village, or town, as it is
called in official dispatches of La Petite Rochelle,

.was sitiated a mile aud a half above Mission

Point, on the north side of a beautiful expanse
of the River Ristigoache, three and a half miles
i length by two in breadth, which is encircled
by a highly picturesque amplitheatre of bold
lills, from five hundred to upwards of a thou-
sand feet in height ; varying in form frow lofty
peaks and high swelling gorgeously wooded hills
to ininor eminences, that sweep steeply down
in graceful slopes, skirted with rich pasture
to the banks of the Ristigouche, or those of a
small tributary called the Lirtle River Risti-
gouche. Its valley up which passes the old
Kempt Rond, stretches up north westward fro o
the west side of the site of La Petite Rochelle,
which is sheltered on the north shore by the hills
that rise rather steeply behind it. .

About a mile and a quarter below Little River
ia Point Bourbon, and the lower bouundary of
the site is about three yyuarters of a mile further
down the shove, at Officers’ Brook, where the
Grand Nouvelle Road, down to the head of the
¢ Baie des Chaleurs’ turns ofl eastward. .

Looking up -hetween the hills where their
outline iéﬁ:mkan by the valley of a small tribu.
tary stream, are seen the more remote and lofty
summits of steep-faced table mountains, one of
which rises to an elavatiou, by approximate
measurement, of sevenieen hundred leet.

On the.other side of the Restigonche, opposite
Mission Point, where the River is narrowed for
a short distance to half a mile across, but widens
again to two and three miles in breath—is
situated the Port.and village of Campbeliton.

Behind the high ground and ravine in rear of
the village rises the vast, bare, precipitous face of
the Peak or Sugar Loaf of Restigonche, avthog-
aund feet in height.  From'its summit which is
accessible ouly by the flank, a magnificent view
is obtained ofthe mountainons scenery: along
the course of the broad and -beantiful river, an
far beyond it. : '

I'n the foreground on.the Sth July, 47 p. 1760

the river beneath was the scene of the naval ac-
tion between four French ships, under Captain
Danyae, anid five Knglish ones commanded by
Captain Byron, -and hétween -it aud “the \\‘l!d
hi]\s behind, axtends the broad projecting |!_-lmn
on the upper.side’of which was the site of the

sottlemont of ~La Petit Rochelle, which was
destroyed on. the same day. . Events, which-
from t{\eil‘ occurring in a8 remote, and then un,

known: locality - and from their insignificance,
compared with the great events of the time, were
all but unnoticed, but that may be  thought in-
tereating enough to justify the endeavour to aid
in recording them.

(To be continued.)

PERSONAL:

Tue Princess Dolgourika has published an
interesting memoir of the private life of the late
Czar. Her own career has a tinge of Louis X1V,
romance, and she reminds one of the transcen-
dant Montespun, It was at a drawing-room of
her sister, married to an Italian nobleman, that
Alexander first set his eyes upon her, and from
that ‘mement he was transtormed. She was
equally fascinated, in spite of the age of her
imperial lover. The Czar was never truly
happy except in her company, and he doated on
her children. ‘The Princess is only in the for-
ties and still superlatively beautiful—a blonde
of the Caucasus, with blue almond eyes, a skin
of transparent whiteness and a matchless fignre,
She is wow living in France, devoted to the
wemory of her husband and the education of
her family.

A CHARMING anecdote about the Baron de
Charette.

During his late visit to Canada, he called
upon the former almoner of the Papal Zouaves,
M. Moreau, curé of St. Bartholemi, by whom
he was introduced to the nuas and pupils of the
convent of that village. The presentation of
the young ladies, their address, and the whole
scene made such an impression upon the General
that he could not retain his tears. Later on as
he was about to take his leave, he turned with
so!gierly abruptness to the superior nun and
said ; .

“ Madaw, what are you going to think of the
Zouaves now after having seen them weeping

The nun replied with prompt tact :—

“Oh, Mons. le Daron, we know that you
pever weep except in the presence of children.”

THE Marquis of Lorneand the Princess Louise
are speadiug a very quiet vacution without
show of any appreciable kind. They had a suc-
cessful trial with the salmon, and are now en-
joying themselves in the pe:ked solitude of the
old Citadel of Quebec. People who imagiue
that loyalty is more demonstrative and obtra-
give in Canada than among Englishmen, will
see their mistake on looking at the last number
of the London Graphic, where there are a num-
ber of amusing pictures representing the curios-
ity of passengers on the Plarisient at every
movement of Her Royal Highness, It wa,
hoped that His Excellency would be able to
open the Proviucial Exhibition in September,
but his trip to British Columbia is decided upon,
and he cannot come.

Mg. GoLpWIN SMITH i8 once more returaing
to Canada, after a year’s sojourn abroad. May
we expect that he will settle down into practical
hard work for the literary and practical good of
Canada?

Wr stated in this column, last week, that
Hon. Mr. Chapleau must, in the nature of
things, exchange the Provincial for the Federal
arena. In the shuftle that took place last week
Mr. Chapleau’s heslth entered as a very large
factor. As Premier of Quebec he could possibly
have no rest. As Secretary of State for the
Dominion he need have nothing to do until the
meeting of Parliament.

Hox. Mg, Ly~cu has now attained in the
Cabinet of the Province, a position commen-
surate with his talents, and proper to the repre-
sensative of the Protestant minority.  AMer.
Lynch is still 2 young man, only 36 years of age,
modest and silent, but guite equal to the re.
sponsibility which he bears.. He must now as-
sert himself more than he has previously done,
and with Mr. Chapleau away, will be directly
appealed to in the direction of the Departments.

Tue new Premier of Quebec isa big, burly
man, rotund, rubicund, ~clean-shaved, black-
haired and handsome withal.  Mr. Mousseau is
only middle-aged, and his political earcer dutes
buck o ly nine years. He 1s fond of journalism,
having founded & couple of papers, and contri-
butes political articles to the principal weekly
papers printed in the French laanguage.

It is a satisfaction to learn that Hon. Mr.
Mackenzie has almost entirely recovered his
health. - The ex Premier was hardy, but never
very strong, and it is his remarkable force of
wilt that has carried him along so far. He is
fortunate in bheing able to consecrste the rest
of the sumimer to absolute repose.

M. Leox Say, the prospective new Premier
of France, is a thorough type of the Parisian—
handsome, stylish, and worldly in the distiu-
guished meauning of that word. He is the son
of one of the founders of the French school of
political economy, aud is an adept in that
science. . A nephew of his,. Henri Say, was a
rosident of Montreal tar several mouths, & year
or two ago. This yonth was a ynchtsman and
dog-faucier. - SRR '

“Tue sailing of the Duke of Connaught for the

sent of war in Egypt isan act ot wise policy, as it -

18 -of patriotic duty, The -Fnglish people ara

quick to spjreciate 8 mose of that kind, snd n -~

fesling of satisfaction is ﬁeuoml throughout the
kingdom: . It is to be hoped’ lis Loy
:Highness will have an opportunity to distinguish

“himself, . v
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ped ‘that His Royal ’




