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THE TO1B Of TlE BLESSED VIlMfN.

Otn qutitting Jerusaie i yfi St. Steph n Cat-

on thu enst side of the city, one th:s-ends
throuigi a riivin itto the iepths of tht villey
ofiJîsnfaIit, fiiviig to tfi right ind lfft the

issufli miteiry. Aftir passing the ied
of the torrent Cedron, which is iia vies fry, yui
p-reiv tnit onyour Ie-ft fthi faiide of the ihur

oif th Assumtiont, wieh is bilit nt the foot of

the iMoiuint of Ofiv is fom t sîîî, lili- distiaince-

frot t he groittI wi-r Ouir bord swint, blood

on the eve orf ai l'assion. Fortv- ight iteps, j
which the fe-t of thiousandîîiis havi- nttrl

wvorn aay conduect to a dtarkt nond vntChambilele
cut t.f the living rock, an, fon e that of fihe
Divine Sonl, coerd-itwite marbi-Ile, so thuii

pilgrins miiy not couit n y net o viidialisii

by inrrn tîg otf fragments thereof. tii ma
rei-it îof tihis tnhlî whnt mhtnurin i iril otf
the Hily S.ff:fhr, tiant i vill huve tinitgiiii

to yield upon Jiidgtimnt dy, fir traditioin
snys (hnîit lhe IoidV of Mary waus aisstiined init,
envi-i thr vs after fier f ath. St. fielenn

bu<ilt here it noble clttrchi in linor of Our aily :
but the buildefcrs, folloinig the but oxample of

the archfitcts otthe lofiy SepflilchfreI iYoatedf
the torth from tfeî rock, leinving tnly just, tht

block on whicht was thi tomb) itself intact.

The waIiiis of the churcht have all hei n ficu Ct oit
if the solid iotintai,n, londt it is litirg-, fuît duimb.

and dark. This chureh conttins the tombt fi

3fneliisIina, the wifLe of IaLdiwii 1I, fnd mother
of iluIhviii IV. Kings of Ieruisaleim. Thi
pin-ftties condicted the itlairs of the Kirigdom

for tiifrty years as re-gent. Her totil> fs to thi

rigit ii enteritig tie siacred editice. fond it i!
reporteid thtt ft vatits below contain iilso the

toibsi of Joachinm, St. Anne and St. Joseph
Ifuit titis i probfably in error, founîtded on the
iell known fit that the Jews isunilly choose
one btrfial-ilace for ai thle me ers of theii
fanily. Arcuilp, who visited the tontih fin tit

seventh) cenittiry, mentions fi ciirch aibove ti-
grounitd, probaily builîft fy St. 11eleni. It uwas
roinf, lik< tî<he Lonfon 'i'î iinle. lin the yV-i

1I1on, Gi:ofirey de Boulogne establshed here il

cotivent of Beindictines, fiut in 1263 Queen

Jolin (if NItpleS signeid i tre il w ith tiht sultan,
wherely the chrii b pat- ssed init th iie hitds ot

the Franciscans. li t steventeeti ntury
the Greek sciismatics obtained posession of i.-

fut. int 10, Couint La Haye, Fretnci Aibaîssa.

dur tu the Sublimje Port, eaused the -ranciscan

to) be( restoredif ais guardians of the sanctuary.
in 1757 tii Count dc Vergenifs oibitained fron
Turkey a tfrimi whfier-by the rights oif the Fra-

-isntS lere cr lt din-i; anitd silnce thiat
Imrioi, as lit the fily Sapitlechre!, tie% Greek;s

adtit lDitiis have shared the sot bet wen tiet.
Sormie iiithors seem to thitik thalt i lioty

Virgin dfied at. pis, doi this opintion is onit
fouinled on i clhanc phrae ins.:rted in i

ynodal le-ttr ddrssed byl the 1itithers of the

Conneil, A. ). 471, t iti cIergy fnd peopte f
the city of Eph hss, wib cont ii titi iifii-

ish lphrase: "9The e oftie Nemtorians w-ns
coindemutied in thie town whe.1r Jn the t.heoIo-

'iii, and Mary the Mother of G f-. ut tile

iathe, ri of tite Cunfdid nIo 991% t t. i t y

Iii.] r-, luit w lm only to hav withed tI eUnil
tiention toî thie great reispect patidt to he-r Mt

Shiu.is. a; is eailyf fproved by lther Iiseli,
i ionk of ith,- liolv -ind, in his work I On th-

Dogmatic Diitftin otfthe Aumtion if Mary
Mlost (oy

Tradition antyr thlat shl led t Jerusalem. in

the C(ennIlmniiltît, on Mouiit Zion, andf not lt

Epheisus. iionvsius ite Areopogit, a C-l-
tmiporary oe tli Virgiii, this express.;s hin-

ielf in the book of Divine 'nnes," (Book 1,
.:iap. i I,) fi speaking ta Tinothy on the stb-

ject of the duath of Mary: I Yot ren-tber
hit wfhen we w-cre assenibleid near our pontifi

(lthe oinciles,) <nid filed witli the loly Ghost
with niity of our thot.v borethren wei rever mned

that, holy i>ody whichl wa the asylîtn of the

Author of lifr,; Jaines, the fhrother-uusin of
the Lord, and Peter, the great ornamient and

principa l cuthnn of thekgy, were with us.

After contmpating this hioly body, ail the
pontiffs pîraisud the goodneiss of th Lord, find

Gcrotides more ttan i fhlie rest." Saint Me li-
tot f Sardis. w-ho wrote towards te y ar 171i,
-ivs in his book De Taiînns iti Virginis. that the

Miother of God died in Jerusî-leii . Iltlycrttes,
fihoip if aphesus,who lived in the third ceni-

tury , iflirr also that the Blessud Virgin dfiedl

at Jertusalem and fivenial, Bishop of the city,
in r-fplf to a lettar nddrersed by the Ettmpîress
Pulich-iii oi the subject of the tomb, answered

tlit princess thuts:
te We have att aicient and very true tradition

that MarY nimst holy died n Jerusam, and
w-as htiriedt in, the valley of Je hosapaltt--and

that ii the Apostles werc n iraetiloiuisiv gatier-
d oget fi-r iround fier denith-bed, having been

summond fron ail parts of the world for that

purpose. for they were grciatly dispersed uipon

tS face." St, tregory tif Tours aiso wrute, in


