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Selections.

THE TOMB OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN,

On quitting Jerusalem by 8t, Stephen's Gnte
on the east side of the city, one  descends
throngh aravine into the depths of the valley
of Josaphat, haviag to the right and left the
Mussulman cemetery,  After passing the hed
of the torrent Cedron, which is alwiys dry, you
pereeive on your left the facade of the Chureh
of the Assumption, which is built at the foot, of
the Mount of Olives and at some little distanee
from the grotto where Qur Lord sweated blowd
on the eve of Hig Pussion.  Forty--ight steps,
which feet of thourands Lave nenrly
worn away, conduet to a durk and vast chaminn
cut ont of the tiving rock, and, lize that of he
Divine Son, covered-with white marble, so thnt
pilgrims may not commit any act of vandalisn
by enrrying oft fragments thereoft . One
repeat of this tamb what Chatenubrinnd said of
the Holy Scpulehre, that <4 it will have nothing
to yield uponw Judgment “day,’ for tedition
rayk (hat (he body of Mary was assmned int
St Heleus
bLuilt bere 0 noble chureh in honor of Onr Laidy
but the builders,: following the bud vxample. of
the architeets ofvthe Holy Scepnlehre, izoluted
the tomd from the rock, leaving only just the
block on which' was the tomb itself intact,
The walls of the chureh have all been cut ont
of the solid mountain, und it'is lnrge, but dumy.
and durk. ‘This church contains the tomb

the

nmay

heaven three days after her donth,

Melisinda, the wife of Baldwin 11, and mother’

of Hnldwin .1V, Kings of Jerusalem, This
princess conducted the attairs of the Kingdowm

for thirty years as regent,- Her tomb is to the:

right on entering the. sacred c(liﬁuc, and it i
reported that the vaults helow contain also the
- towDg of Jonchim, St, Anne and St Joseph
But this is probably an error, founded on the
well Known fact that the Jews usunlly choose
one hurial-place for all the members of thei
fumily.” Arculp, who visited the tomb in the
seventh century, mentions n church nbove the
ground, probably built by 8t Helena,: It was
round, like the London Tuple. Tu the yem
1100, Geofirey de Boulogne established here o
vonvent of - Benedictines, but in 1263 Queen
Joun of Naples signed o treaty with the sultan,
wherehy the church passed into the hands ot
the Franciscans.  In the seventeenth century
the Greek schismatics obtained posession of it
but ju 1666, Count La Haye, Fretich Ambassa-
dor to the Sublime Port, cuused the Franciseans

to e restored ng guardians of the kanctuary,
In 1757 the Count de Vergennis. obiained from
Turkey n finmna whereby the rights of the Fran-
cikenns were clearly defined ; and since that
period, ak at the Toly Sqpalehre, the Greeks
and Linting have shared the epot hetween them,
Seme authors geem to think that the  Ioly
Virgin died st FEphesus, but thix opinion ix only
founded on o chance phrase ingsrted in a
aynodal letter addressed by the Fathers of the
Council, AL DOAT o the elergy and people of
the city of Ephesug, which contains this unfin-
ished phirase ;¢ The heresy of the Nestorinns wik
candemned in the town where John the theolo-
winn, and Mary the Mother of God-=",  DBnt the
IFathers of the Council did not gay that Moy
died here, Tt wreny only to have wished to call
ittention to the geeat vespeet paid to her st
Kpherus,as is ensily proved by Fuather Ruskelli,
wmemk of the Holy Land, in his work “On the
Nogmatic Definition of the Assumption of Maury
Most Holy,”

Tradition saye that she died af. Jerusalem, in
the Cenneulum, on Mount: Zion, and not at
Ephesus, Dionysins the Areopogite, n con-
tempornry of the Viegin, thus exprassss him:
self iu the Look of « Divine Names," (book I,
<haup, 111,) in speaking to Timothy on the sub-
ject of the death” of Mary: “You remamber
that when we were assembled near our pontifts
(the disciples,) and filled with the Holy Ghost;
with many of our holy brethven we rever:nced
lh:\blu)l_\jbnd_r which was the asylmin of the
Author of lifz; Junes, the brother-cousin of
the Lord, and - Peter, the great ornament and
principal colmnn of theology, were with us,
After contemplating this holy body, "all the
pontifls praised the goodness of the Lord, and
Gerotides more than all the rest”  Saint Moli-
ton' of Surdis, who wrote towards the yar 170,
says in his book De Taansitu Virginis, that the
Mother of God died in Jurusalem.  Polycrstes,
Bishop of Ephesus, who lived in the third cen-
tury, aflinns also that the Blessed Virgin died
at Jernsalen; and Juvenal, Bishop of the city,
in reply to a lettar. addrersed by the Empress
Pulcherin on the subject of the tomb, answered
that princess thus: : )

W have an ancient and very true tradition
that Mary most holy died in Jerusalem, and
was huried in: the valley of Jehosiphat—and
that nll the Apostles were miraeulously gather-
ed togethar nround her death-bed, having been
summoned from sl parts of the world for that
purpose, for they were greatly .dispersed upon
ts face,”  St, Gregory of Tours ulso wrote, in




