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ono of their candidates frankly put it, thoy
“gtood on *‘boodle," and boodle hus carried
the day.” Possibly boodle had something to
do with the result, but thata whole province
snoull o so debanched and without political
conscience it is hard to imagine. Until the
proof of such turpitude ia forthcoming the
Mail neod not be enrprised if fair-minded
men refuse to uceept its representations
which are far too sweeping for the evidence
it has adduced.

Tho unstinted praise which . M. Stanley
folt construined to publicly bestow upon
Licutenant Stairs, his mnost trusted subor-
dinate officer, whom he represented na the
soul of fidelity and obedience, whoseability
to apprehend orders and power and skill to
execute them, whoso energy and tact mark
him out as one in many thousands, is u tri-
bute in which Canadians may well feel o
pardonable pride. Naturally the suthori.
ties of the Military Collegoat Ottawa, whero
Licutenant Stairs received his Military train-
ing are gratificd that the young Canadian
has acquitted himself so heroically. More-
over they claim that the very qunlities for
which Licut. Stairs is chiefly praised-are
the qualities which the methods puraued in
the college are calculated to inprint on the
plastic nature of young men. Tho college
is turning out year by year young Canadians
who will be fit to cope with any crisis that
nay occur in the country’s development.

The irregular political orbit throueh which
Mr. E. E. Sheppard has moved since his
first appearance in Toronto as o journalistic
light has tempted Grnip to present in
pictorinl formn the different characters in
which he has posed. Now, though on
abstract principles thero 13 nothmg cen-
surable or sinful in a maun changing
his “opinion, provided the change is due
to an increase ot light touching the matter
at issue, nevertheloss nien hisvo a fecling of
distrust for those who show any grext tend-
ency to vacillate. They admiro that quality
in a man which gives theassurance that when
you want himyou know where to look for
him. Egpecially is this demanded of thosc
who seck to assume important public res-
ponsibilitics, Consequently when they finda
man exhibiting greav  fickleness concerning
his political garb, assuming now the habit
of a Democrat, now that of an advocate of
national independence, now adornieg himself
withthedistinctivebadgo of a Inbor reformer,
now robing himself according to the demands
of “‘society,” they will hesitate to place sny
important trust in such hands. Nor can.men
bo blamed for withhalding their pgifts
from thoso whose ways arr so crratic, cven
though in other respects they mayl. o some
claam to confidence. Thoy cannot bs sure
the man who fights for them to-day,
will not be found in therr enemy's ranks
to morrow. Hence those wandening
that have acyuared the halat of
their orbat wath elmast ~very « hanging 1poo;

those tarnecoats whose recurd s 698

punctuated, must rckonon cop
a fecling that 18 not casily ovy
the highest wisdom that

«Unstable as water thou mmswmﬂ“ )

The Interstate Com
which has been ncarly twai e
information relatine o thg a7 Y-
rosds operating witlua L “bounds of tho-

ernment hes in somo way boen hoodwinked

into the project of facilitating the work of
divorting the Asiatio commerce of the
United States to tho great political and
military railroad constructed by Canadinn
subvention, and to the Dritish and Pacific
Ocean steamor lino, which 2wes its exist.

ence almost oxclusively to tho sulsidies
which it reccives from the Caundian and
British Governments.” To remedy this
undesirable state of things the committce
recommends *‘cither such o licenso system
shall bo established for the Canadinn rail-
roadr, or that somo other plan be adopted,
which shall sccure to the American rail.
roads an cqual chance in compstition with
their Canadian rivals,” This recommendation
is very unmatisfactory to tho anti-British
press, which insists upon tho adoption
of the most ¢X¥tremo meagures.  Says the
New York Sur, which is only one
of many: “To licenso the Canadian milroads
to continue in our inter-State carpyingtradeo
would be to legalizo & gross wrony agaiust
American interests. Such a license might
be likened to a lotter of marque issued by
our Government authorizing an alien enemy
to prcy upon our: own commerce. The wise
and manly courso for Congress is to pro-

hibit the trade altogether, and leave the I
Canadians to.find s way out of the dilemma
into whichan impeérial colonial policy direct-
Iy hostile.to the:United States hua brought
them. Fortunately, this course can be
adopted without,injury to uny pammount
Amcricanrinterest; and it may lead to a
pedceable sctt!cment not only of tlus ques.
tioit; but of- many-othets.”  Unfortunately
for the 57 itn's proposition its politicalamimus
is too npparent.< Fow are so blind as not to
sce in this’constant-nagging at Britam and
everything British a- scheme to cawch the
Irish vote which ‘has become such an im.
portant factor in American politica. On
the other hand, it is fortunate for the Cana-
dian Companies that the -people of the
Weastern States find the Canadian roads so
great a convenience that they are not likely
to fot 3go the advantages they give for the
sake of pleasing o few dissatisfied milway
magnates. A amatter of fact there is no
great danger of the adoption of such dras.
tic mncasurcs as the Sur proposes. The in-
terests of the West will nover allow it.

The strike which has been going on i,
this city among the building l«rﬁzcs for $Ho
Inst five or six weeksa, thoufth gréalySauk
ed, is still of suﬂnclét BW to
.perceptibly with the v
thecity That tho &mea *
great loss by this o }'e\ will
be disposed te dengy” whﬂch
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mﬁcunczhing. sad- will not beserionaly con-

a-Ticaxiod sad,  novertheless
.iou a.:pcct of stnkes s
gftmate  subjoct for conmderation.
4 ‘&hu.rupect 1t 13 doubtful if thoy aro
$fc & gain. Indeed some cconamuats boldly
ort that 1oss is always tho result.  One

p.henng “writer hias compared a strike to the act of a

- yan who burna his barn to destroy the rats
Mhatatohiscorn. Hero aro- somo fiffurer

United States, hasc at lcngth mado thcxsn}, that may bo profitably pondered by, these

port, which strongly condemims-the prcscn%
arrangement as beng unfac to the A i
can compeuny rvads.  The soction of Lho"rv
pott which doals nath the facts of the case
cuncludes thus. The sum and sulstance of
tho®a.angement secins to be that the Gov.

social agitators who would cure the il of
por erty by first xmpo"nnthmg society. AcT

cordung to the Tnited States Reporfs ‘o g
1580, the tofal amount of wages 1@«9‘ lunﬂnncn v
steikes during the yoor wns Q,,nm?. 3 numbe’i

“,‘fn :

aggregato number of days losfazwtdt”

nd tho number of men idle was 64,/79. The

loas of w wges in theSt. Louis railroad strike
of 1880 wus amillion dollars, without reck-
oning tho losy of preductive labor, which is
estimated at ¢ million more. The loss of
milroad property in Pittaburgh by firo auid
otherwise in the great strike of 1877, was
from cight to ten million dollars, 1n the
enginear's striko on the C. B. and Q railrond
in 1888, the cost was over two million dol-
lare. The dockinen’s atriko in London lust
summer was estimated to have entailed o
loss of several million dollars.  From all
which the conclusion is deawn that cvery
strike, whether successful or not, is a total
loss to tho community as a whole, howoyer
it may effeet particular individuals,

Once again the halls at Ottawa are practi-
cally deserted, The forrth session of the
sixth parlisament of Cunada, tho longest
or: record save the famous Franchise Act
session, hascome tou close. Cn the 16th
inst. His Excellency the Governor-General
with the customary address dismissed the
faithful legislators to their homes. By a
curious coincidence the number of bills pass-
cd during the session of just closed is
identical with that of lust session, heing one
hundred and ten. While much useful legis.
laticn has been effected the session has not
been  distinguished by apy  striking
measure.  Some  readjustment  of  the
customs tariff has  been mumde, a new
banking lav have been passed, a num.
ber of change: .ave been introduced into
the cnminal law, while a bureau of labor
statistics has been created, which Hiskix
cellency hopes will promote the investiga
tion and study of the questions which af
fect the relations of capital and labor, and
awd in the diffusion: of information on all
that concerns the occupatious and well-
being of the working classes. The usuul
generosity for which this government j9
noted has been shown toward the railway
companies secking for favors in the form of
gronts of land. It is estimated that the
Iand grants voted in aid of NortheWeatern
railway construction during thd'sssion ag-
gregited four millions of acres. In ugna of
thesé.. -howc\&,hs there anything
peculi: j 3V, P. i3 an old story, so also
is the m'lx\w aulmdy Lusiness.
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& %onﬁf "ﬁi\mon place in uns‘rc-
poct, the, wsﬂon of 1890 is deatined to at-
‘tract ghie’ “attention of thoso who write our

'

> mtxml*bxstory. Jt hns its distinction,

‘-though thAL distinction be an uncnviable one.
1% oy appmpmtcly bo called the “Scan-
dalSeasion,” secing that 1o fewer than four
cides hatvovcomo to light in which mein-

iy ch of parliament have been charged
oompenstfoth&mfor'tha"'

with trafficking with their pathamer tary
mﬁucncc. First is tho cade of Hon
C. H.- Rykert, whoso-conduct pachament
agroad: to conlemn as  ** disceditable

mrm_pt..nawnd«\lnnk, and ivho wass'Su nees

Waddington ruilway, whose company stipu-
Inted with the constructors of the road as
follows : ¢ We wantaliberal bonus in bonds
of first issuo cr cash for the seven prumoters
of tho road, for labor cxpended and good
will” The remaining duwrk transaction is
that charged to Mr. Thomnas McGreovy,
M.P,, by his associntes, his brother being
ono of tho accusers.  The charge is to tho
edect that Mr, McGreevy received commia-
sions covering large sumns upon contracts
issucd by the Dominion Government and
the Quebec Hurbour Commission t  tho firm
of Larkin, Connolly & Co.  Mr. McGreovy,
however, gives tho story a blank denial, and
#ays the only monoy b has received is o ro-
payment of advances he has nde, . And
there the matter reats.

For the honor of our country and of her
fair namo every patrictic Canadian will
wish . that this dark page of our
history might be covered or effuced.
There is in it abundant cause for

national huniliation. It is cnough
to make the man not lost to shame blush

tho dark. His only consolation is iu the
thought that possibly the political corcup.
tion is mot greater than formerly, but be-
cause of the white light that b..s been thrown
upon it, it has been made more apparent
and caused to stand forth in all its ugliness
and loathsomeness. A favorite argument
with those who contend againat the ideathat
the world is growing worse and fast ap.
proaching s . =l cataclysm is, that the ap-
parent changeisowingtoanincrease of know-
ledge, and & quickening of the moral con-
sciousness,and not to any increase of wicked
ness, Tho background seems blacker be-
cause of the greater light. that is thrown
upon the picture.  May not the same truth
find its application here? Many will at
icast wish that it may b2 so,

Four Canadians have recently bowed the
head in the mcscncc of royalty and ast con-
sequence w lll.no;y:éxpsct. their fellop coun-
trymen to g.;l(imss them as “Sir Knight.”
The favored ones whom her Majesty has
scen fit to honor are, Colonel Gzwoski of
Toronto, Deputy Postmaster General Grifhin,
Mr. Justico Johnson of Quebec, Mr. Justice
Pinsent of Newfoundland. Timip was whern
such Qistinctions were greatly to.be desired
as gerving to invest their posscasor with o
sort of divinity and to transform hut apto a
creature of nobler bloed than ondinary pnor-
tals, Even yet some of theold-timeg
and significanco attaches to them,. hough
manifestly the power of such titlcsl?:u great-
ly waned. Owing to the growing/ spint of

Democracy which disrcgards the n!;«l\cm.l1

tious cireumstances of wealth or ,.1'mcu-
tral glory and which asscrts ’{m‘- N,
man's & man for a' that, and; 5
owing xnu&o uhhmnanugn ;
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the Caraquet railwry,. which thr:})‘hm.t}(l ligh
fluence recerved o fiandsomos:
statement read befdre tht
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