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THEKING OF GAMES

AND THE

GAME OF KINGS.

Prior to dilating on the characteristics of
the king of games, we will briefly glanco at
the game of kings. Whether the game
wore imported from tho Porsiaus during the
consulate of Lucullus, or mtroduced from
the East to Europe by the Emperor Cali-
gula, wo shall not atoP to discuss, but on
tho contrary, shall avail ourselves of certamn
manuscripts.  In the will of Cathire dMore,
a sub-King of Ireland, who reigned over
the district of Leinster, and who died inthe
year A.D.; 148, occurs tho followmg be-
quest :~-* To Drimoth, fifty billiard balls
of brass, with the pools and cues of the
samo material ; ten tric-tracs* of vxquisite
workinanship ; twelve chess-boards with
chess-nen.”

It was on the return of the Templars
fram tho second crusado, that they intro-
duced the game of billiards more generally ;
the garie presented the two-fold attraction
of an amusement, and a health-preserving
exeross ; as such 1t commended itself to the
mouks of the period, and wo venture to
conclude that the student-order of the pre-
sent day would display more wisdomn than
thoy do, 1f wstead of the violent exercise
by which they cultivate muscle at the cost
of brain, they were so far to imitats tho
monks as to direct their attention to tins
scientafic game.  They naght thon discover
the possibility of blending gynwastics with
science, of teaching the oye to judge of
distances, the mind to calculate forces, and
the arm to execute with rapuity the dictates
of tho will: they might learn that this
gamo oxpands the chest, and affords a
practical basia for tho appreciation of mathe-

* Tric-Trac (which 18 the French and Germuan
namo for sackgammon) was a gamo somewhat
similar to tho backgammon of to-dsy: it was a
favorito diversion of the clergy of tho soventeenth
and clzhteenth centuries, asd solmportant a quali-
fication for a gentleman was a knoiwledge of the
gamo considerod that Sir Roger NeCoveriey when
socking a cbas:l;ln “of plety, loaraing and
urbanity.” stipulated that bie raverence shou’d o3
loast know somethizg of backgammon.
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matical and geometric truth. Wo noxt
tiear of tho gamoe of tulliards 1n tho reign
of Louis XI. of France, who proferred this
pastime to the bloody tournaments of lus
dey. Mary, Queen of Scotts, was a pas-
sionate loveg of the game, and on tho eve
of hor axecution, wrote to.the Archbishop
of Glasgow that her * bilbard table had
Just been taken from her as a preliminary
step to hor punishment.” As t%e King of
Franco married the Dauphin to Mary, it is
supposed she became acquamntod with the
rne during her sojuurn in Paris. The
lﬁmpross Josephine was so fascinated by
billisrds, that dunng Napoleon's gloomy
mouments she was wont to challenge him to
a game, and ho is said never to ‘have
appeared more happy than when so engaged.
The adaptability of the game to both suxes
will no doubt vventuate in 1t bang generally
adopted in the houses of the affluent.
Amoung tho femimno devotees of the gamo
occurs the name of Madamo De Stacl , the
Duchesse Do Berri also, by her attachment
to 1t, rendered it fashionable among tho
olite of Paris ; thero are probably at tho
present day few houses of any protenasion in
Europe, where the billiard room is not
regarded 23 indipensuble.  With reapect
10 the satutary effect of the game, the lato
Sir Astley Cuoper reme:led that .~ In
country houses, removed from the theatro
and the balls of the motropolis, opcras,
suitees, and other amusements pecuhar to
largu cities, billiards would not only supply
the place of theso oxcitements but would
contnbuto something healthier and purer to
tho desired enjuy ment.  We should all slecp
more soundly (he added) if wo made it a
rulo to play ballintds for an hour or two
cach evemng bofure gomg to bed. Uur
wives and children would bo more healthy
and happy, and more fond of home, for
there 18 notlung that so ondears the famly
arcle, as tho recollection of amuscments
shared in common.”

Were we not restricted as to space, 1t
would bo casy to furmish illusteations con-
firmatory of the testimony of Sir Astley,
but it hohoves us rather Lo dilate somow hat
on what has been accomplished in Torontc,
by way of fostering the gamo of billiards,
in tho eminently practical fashion of manau-

facturing the tables. Eightsen yoars ago-
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Messra. Riloy & May beeamno the pioncer
billiard manufacturers of this Dominion;
at that no very distant period, there was no
necessity for a manufactory of the kind of
greater diumensions than eighteon feot by
twelve, and Mr. May's own hands, with the
aid of a single workman, wero adequato €o
the demands of thoestablishmoent for mamual
labar. At the present time the manuinctory
which is dopicted st the head of theso
columns will convoy some idea of theoxten
sion of the business, tho portipn to the
right has beon orected by Mr %Iny, the
prosent head of the firm, aud its fiva'flata
will be ocoupied by about one hwndred and
thurty men. The ground floor will bo
chiefly occupied by the show rooms, while
cabinet-makors, fitters, slate-finishors, mar-
quotry_cutters, ball-turners, cone-makors,
upholsterers, varnishors, ote., will occupy
tho upper floors. Tho floorago of the esta)

hshinent exceeda 30,000 square foot, and it
18 all but superfluous to add that every im-
provement in machinery that ‘ngonnity and
vxperience could suggest has beon intro-
duced, 8o that they who are sufficivntly
intorested in the game of billiards to wit-
ness the varwous proceases by which a table
and its furmishings aro produced, will slways:
be welcuine to nspect the factory. Thero
is ono festure of the billiard table on which
Mr. May specially prides himsolf, and that
s the cushion for which he has tuken out
patonts, in relation W successivo improve-
menta ; the great difficulty Mr. M. has had
to overcomo ix that of procuring svratanr
FINY TEMPARED sPiiNes, thus he has sur-
mounted by invonting a cushion which has
A RIBBON OF ROLL-TEMPERZD ULRASS OUT
NTRAIGHT PROM THE sHBETH; this brazen
ribbun in cuinbination with tho finest Para
rubber, imparts increased and uniform
elaaticity to tho cushion throughout; billiard
Flnycm will pot need to bo told how abso-
ately dependent thoy are, fur enjoyment of
the game, on that uniformity of olasticity
in tho cushion which renders the table so
fascinating. The mauufactury cxtends from
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