
TI-E B ULLEIN.

Another class of lpatients w~ho occupy exactly, the saine
position aIs the alcohiolie in the eyes of the la\v are the

dc-r. hab)itues.

These, if Possible, are more to be pitied thail the

drunkard, for the latter, if hiis moral liber is not entircly

clestroyed, somectinies elleets his own cure. Thie drtug,,

habitue, hvercannot t:naîcled, overconie bis desires,

and to effeet a cure, isolation in some ins5titutionl h,

absolutely neccssary.

Locler our- prcsent laws the prîvate asylunms only are

open to iiiu. 'l'le numlber of this class of patients in t.he
Province is niot large, and, even iunder existing(l condi-

tions, could probablv, lind acconmmodlation in thc pubIIlic
lio:pitals for insane.' Tliese patients, if taken in an early
sta-e of the disCaSe, Nvould re.spond readily to tre-atmient
and, a large percentatge of cures would resuit. It is biard
to imiagine any valid reý-asoni whyv the law should flot bie

amiended so that this class could receive the benefits (,f
the iodcero iiethods of treatnient cioployecl iii our public
h(>Spitais for insane.

OnIy o)ne case of this class wvas adnittecl to our H-os-
pital during- the period under re'ic. his patient, a fe-
male, had taken morphine in large cjuantities, sometimies

30 grains al day, foi- upw'vards of ten v'cars. NVhen ad-
illittedt shic appearecl Lo be a total wreck both mnîtally,

and l)hysically, and fori-n weeks showecl no sig-ns of
imnprovemien t. Mfie morphine hiad been comî)letely takzen

fron i er somie xveekzs before adniission and none w~as

gîiven to lier afterwards. After about 3 monthis' grraduaI

iiimpox czîîeit began and at the preseîît time says shec feels

better than she ever did. in lier life, having g-ained up-

wa"-ds of fifty pounds in weighit. Shle says shie lias no

further craving for morphine and is anxious to returli to

bier ,vork as a trained nurse. This case illustrates very


