
Sai .to be shorienied in epilepsy. The reader re-
ferred to ýa hunldrcd cases of bis own observed at
the i-Iudson River State H-ospital, at Poughikcepsie,
in -which asynimietry had becu obscrved.

Progressive Muscuilari Atrophy vilh Anoesthesia.

Dr. J. A. B3ooth reported thc case of a mian,
forty-two yeurs of age, a shoemnakcr by trade, ivho
was stili under observation. There %vas no faniily
history of nervous disorders, nor any, history of
alcohiolismn or syphilis in the case. The patient
liac bcen mnarried cighiteen ycars, anid hiac had two
children ; one, la girl of five years, had never walked.
The affection liad commeinced in October, 1-878,
Nvith general weakness, and weakness in the arms
anci hancis. In January, 1879, the patient's v'oice
liad conwmenced to be husky. Six mionthis later lie
comiplained of a feeling of cold anid iinbness in
the left shoulder andi sicle of the rieck, with suibse-
quent decrease in size. The atrophy, comnlencing
in the deltoid, liad spread to other muscles of the
trunk and other extremities. A.t the preselit tirne
the liatienit w'eighied155 pounids. Tlherew~asnmarked
sinking in of both shioulders, also' %veaikness of tle
upper extreinities, with niarked atrophy of the in-
terossei. T.here were scars and abrasions about
the hands and a scar on the neck. The patient
stated that lie did not know when these injuries
hiac 1)een received, that hie had flot felt thien. There
w'as no ataxia of the glait or upon standing. The
voice w-as hiarsli, and the Ieft side of the I)alate wvas
paretic,. the uvula being drawn to the rig «ht. There
-were marked fibrillary contractions in the atrophied.
muscles. The patellar reflexes %verc exaggerated.
There w'as sluggishiness of the accommrrodation, but
no change in the visual field and no diplopia.
Taste, smiell, and hearing were not inipaired. it
ivas apparently a case of progres,,ive miuscular

j atrophy with bulbar symptomis. "L'le reader called
attention to the sensory imipairmient as an unusual

complication, and suggested, to account foir the
ILanîesthesia and analgesia, a lesion iii the peduncle

or poiis on the right side.
Dr. -Starr reniarked that the anonialy mientioned

had been recorded by Ross and by Gowers iii

th.eir text-books. Iu cases of this character post-
f ;;or/en examinations hiad sh own abnormial cavities

in the cord, due cliiefly to the ýdegeneration of
,.io.iolatous- tumors. Sclhultze. had deseribed cases,
also Bauimier in lier article upon syringôinyelia..

The case reported by Dr. Booth %vas, in the speak-
er's opinion, a case of this kind. 'Fli fact thatthe
senses of touch, pain, cand teniperature were ail
abolishied wvould support this viewv. The sense of
touch somectinies escal)ed iii syringoniyelia, but not
atways. Tl'le three tracts N'ere found in thieformiia-
tio reticularis of the miedullla and pons, and extend-
cd throughi at leýast one-fourth of its extent. A
lesion afTectin- theni all would involve also the
craniaý« nerves passiiig throughi this part. Thle
symptoms, reported could. be more satisfa.ctorily -
plained by a lesion lu the cord and by considering
the case as one of syringon-yelia.

DISEASES OF CHILOREN.

Summer Diairrhoeas of lnfancy..

Dr. Victor C. Vaughan,ýi in an article in i7iedical
21rews, of June 9th, discusses this subject and pre-
sents his views in the forin of propositions, bring-
ing torward evidence to support the saine.

Z1 Tli factor w/lic/i îs 110St freque;i1/y o9peratVe

in ite sui121ner diarrzoas of clildren uuzder livoyears
of age is Io befrond ln Mhefood.

I-e considers the weather as a niediate rather
than an immiiediate cause of disease; heat being
operative lu two îvays, first, a temiperature of 6o* ,
or highcr favors developmient and disseinination of
gDernis in air ancl /ood, which are further favoreci
by the conclitionis found in the child's stomiacli ;
seconclly, the hecat clepresses the nerve centres and
ma), give rise to altered gastric and intestinal secre-
tions.

Il Thie cliang,,es whzereby banefzd s.u.bstaitces are
forned ln ae food, ellier before or afler i/ is takeit
i/o the body, are fermen/ative in cliaracier, or, ln
o/lier wvords,. are dite Io ;;îlcro-ot-ganiils.

Breast-fed children are un-doubtedlythe healtb-
iest, -and hie considers that the prevalence of dis-
case in miany ehildren fed upon cows' miilk as not
so mnuch due to chemnical. differences of comiposi-
tion as to the perfectly sterile na.tLre of the
mother's miilk, whiereas that of the cô'v is coni-
tarninated with mnicro-organisms in transit, althoughl.
priiniarily free fromi theni. He madie experiments
upon cows' mnilk by introducing capiliary tubes
into the teats; these, uplon being kept for sorre
daysat temiperature of «body, shioed no change.
M\,arket miilk, howevec, N'hen introduceýd intc:
similar tubes' decomiposed in a few, hours.

Escherich bas made sil experiments on

t .' i.
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