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andi, we think, convey to the profession the vieNs of Dr. Roddick imi-
self regarding this important question. \Ve feel that Dr. Roddick should
receive every encour-agemnent and that the various provinces should show
the true spirit of compromise, using that terni in its very best sense,
mneaning adjustment for the good of ail, yielding a littie here and a littie
there in order that the wvhole country miay gain thercby.

"It wvil1 be remernbered that at the meeting of the Canadian Medical
Association, held in Winnipeg ini Aug-ust last, the question of reviving
the Canada -Medical Act, i902, came up for discussion. It wvas found
that for certain reasons, three of the provinces refused to join the others
in beginning the work made possibly by this Act. A large and influen-
tial committee w~as therefore fornied, consisting of represeniitat ives of ail
the Councils, and of the profession generally throughout the provinces,
for tixe purposes of assisting Dr. Roddick iii obtaining, froni the Domnin-
ion Parliament, an amendment ' to tixe effect that w'hen five or more of
t.he provinces agreed on the terms of the Act, the schemie of registra-
tion, 50 far as they wvere concerned, could be establishied.

"The conmittee met iii Montreal on the 16th November last, ail the
provinces, wvith the exception of Alberta and Saskatchewan, being rep-
resented. A lengthy discussion took place, in wvhich the deleg.,ates fromi
one of the larger provinces objected strenuiously to any sucli amend-
ment, contending that, unless ail the provinces consented, the Act wvould
be unconstitutional. After a tiirne, however, it wvas found possible to
corne dloser together than hiad been anticipated, and a series of amenld-
ments were drafted to satisfy those provinces previously objecting.
These amendments werc subsequen-itly printed and sent to the various
councils for their approval. Ini fact, everything wvas practically ready
for presentation to Parliamient, xvhen the executive in British Columbia
telegraphied, urgently pleading for delay, being unwilling, in fact, to go
further wtihout submnitting the amiendmnents to the entire profession in
that province. As the timie for preser cing bis hiad already nearly
expired, there wvas no alternative but to i.ostpone the introduction of the'
Amiended Act. Dr. J. B. Black, niember for Hants, had kindly con-
sented to take charge of the Bill, and had practically secuired the co-
operation and support of the medicai men in the House. The disappoint-
ment wvas, therefore, universally feit.

"As to the amendmients proposed by the conxnxittee, thlese liad refer-
ence chiefly to the subjects of prelirniinary education, to the schem-e of
representation, and to the so-called retroactive clause. It ivas originally
intended that the Dominion council shouid take somne cognizance )f
preliminary education. It is now proposed t.o leave that subject entirely
to the provinces, whose councils, or whose representatives on the Domninion
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