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Tlîat ev'en in lunatic asylums-even in the luxuriously appointed
Englishi institutions-tuberculosis may makze its appearanCe as an epi-
demie, in the place, lias been observed wvith horror by the Englishi col-
leagues. In this it is flot the poisoning of flue institution xvhich alone
plays the role thlere.

H-ow~ dangerous it is to expose such evils is best showvn by an in-
cident in history, wvhichi should be preserved, of the renowned Austrian
gynoecologist Semîmelweis. The lying-in-hospital> as it cxisted
then, had as chief an ignorant, xveakz-mindcd and incredibly
careless professor. There prevailed the septic puerperal lever, and the
carelessness hiad to be charged wviti 20>000o victims. At times only the
miotheis. -...îo haid given biruî in the streets cscaped with thecir lives.
Senmmelweis roused an alarm but without any niornentary surcess and
lus hionesty and faithfulness to duty undermined bis Jife's hiappiness.
1-istory acclairns hini as the pioncer of asepsis; but -,hlen a eall to the
\Tienna University wvas spoken of, lie received of all flie memibers of the
faculty but one vote-aibeit that of Skoda. That so noble a circle of
nicn which composed the faculty, would noL. pardon the opposition of a
youing seluolar to an Ordinarius is worthy-thougli not for the object of
intiiiidatin-to remain forevex nuemorable. Suchi sins are commi*tced

byeven the noblcst oligrarchy f romn cons'derations of esprit-de-corps.
Often the Congresses are the proper places to bring sucu evils to

the liglit of publicity, and to, norally conîpel the respective autliorities to
aI?èrd relief.

IV. Tur- POISON-GEnizi-.

Abovc al, thc question of the origin of thc poison-gerni and its
vehicle nmust bc elucidated. Outside of the products of cattie (miilk,
cheese, pcrhiaps mieat), it is man froni v.'hoi tlie poison of consuniption
originates. The sputunu and the cxlialations froni the lungs are looked
upon as the chief veliicles. Certa.iriy_ rCot less important the sw'eat, neg-
lccted wrongly by the mioderns. Sweat is flie attempt of nature to dis-
charge the poisonous miatter, and that its zidmixturc with the air and
food nîcans the poisoning of others, is doubtlessly ascertained from ilue
facts iii our clinics. Fromi these sources riscs also flue dangerous quality
of the inufficiently disinfected linen of person and bcd and clothing, of
the patient.

It would be in order again to turn to the swveat that carefulness of
rcsearchi and investigation applied in former centuries.

Clinical facts-Piuch better tlua-n 'thiose froni the labora-,toiesý--eIl
us that ail tiiese poisonous; vehicles fronu the humian body must becg
gregated, and, as Galen nîaintained, becomie oniy active after a long
tinue. It seenis that there mîust first devclop a certain fermentation or
putrefaction untýIl the germi becomecs active.
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