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so with these new laboratories, : for they have a field already demand-
ing them, and & still larger lies before them in an immediate and historic
future.

Biology is the study of life in regard especially to growth and
organization. Every medical man is a biologist, and as a biologist it
may be but natural if T regard to day’s event from a biological stand-
point, and the community as an organism, and the university as a living
organ, essential to the healthy life of the community.

Science—especially medical seience—is growing in importance to the
community. We must have organization inscience asin industry. This
University to-day makes provisions of first rate importance for the or-
ganization of medical and allied sciences in the region which centres
here. Capacity to rear and support men constitutes the extent of a
country, and population is the biological measure of the social organism.
The ceaseless energy of the race has begun to plant a great population
in this land. Growth, great and rapid, is inevitably hefore it. The
growth of nations as of individuals requires the vigilance of guiding
hands.  Growth, for it to take its course, rightly towards perfection, re-
quires that provision for the security and expansion of the liberal arts
and sciences forerun rather than halt behind the actual requirement of
the hour. Not only for their direct utilitarian service. They form a
whetstone of man’s most universal tool, his intellect. Also a discipline
for character,in the pursuit of truth for its own sake. Scientific truth,
when found, has often proved unpalatable to man—as when it dethroned
him from his fancied seat at centre of the whole perceptible universe, a
universe he had imagined simply subservient to his needs—or again, as
when it taught him that instead of being a creature altogether apart
from brute creation, there are flesh and blood honds between himself and
them. Regardless of its cost to his cherished fancies, man strives for
gscientific truth. And, as the old Greek said, this purpose puts him fur-
ther from the brutes and nearer to the gods.

In nurturing science, I would urge that a community cultivates more
than mere utility. And even with regard to mere utility, as the fields of
knowledge fall ripe under the ceaseless husbandry of the world’s thought
those who would join in the great reaping, and not only gleam where
others reaped before them, must cultivate for themselves. To do this
requires more than the devotion of individuals. It requires the intelli-
gent co-operation of whole groups cf individuals. Organized scientific
inquiry becomes in advanced countries a conscious aim cof the commun-
ity as a community.



