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Case of Acute Cerebro.Spinal Aracknitis.
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' take a second . ore, a circumstance which a]armed his
' friends exceedingly. it appeared that since my visit in
. the morning, he had- become very silent, lay upon his|b
. side, with his head partially covered with the bed-clothes
50 as to exclude the light, was fretful and peevish when

~ spoken to, ‘and though his lips were hot and dry, he had
_* not called for any drink. ‘He was remarked to moan
“ whenever he stirred in bed, as if suffering pain. ' I was

" gtruck’ 1mmedxately with the alteration ;
take medlcvne, or even 'a drink from me, answered
questions in unconnected monosyliables, and in a surly|
tone; would not put out his tongue, and when I attcmpt—
Ced to feel his pulse, T observed that the least touch in-
duced severe pain, as evinced by the moan that Sollowed,
and a strong retraction of the limb. At ﬁrbt, it was

supposed that this ‘was 'merely a sign of impatience at;
being dlsmrbed, similar to what we obaelve in cases of}

" ineningitis- following’ injuries of the head; but I was
~soon’ undccewed for the same wincing retraction and the
same expressron:. “of pain followed the least touch in'any
- pavt of the body, and were increased. in  proporkion to
tfte augmentation of the pressure, nor was' it essential
that the hand should come in contact with the sl\m, for:

the plan of treatment to he pursued.. . The counter-irri-
tant*—~applied in the usual way—produced an immense
blister in less than ‘ten minutes, extending from' the
occiput to hetween the shoulders. The same was ap-
plied to both legs ; but here it did not vesicate. The
calomel, in ﬁve grain-doses, was blown from a quill
into the mouth every half hour—for the least contact
produced a closure” of the mouth, attended by spas..

he would not, modic efforts at deglutition, similar to what. we ob-

observe in h}drnphob.a Mercurial ointment was rub-
bed into the groins'and axille, and the blistered surfice
was dressed with the same. By watching for the le]a\‘
ation of the muscles of the jaw, allowing of the opening
of the mouth, we succeeded in mlrodncmg the calomcl
and a small qmnmv of bundv 'md walter, at appouh-
ed times,

The exalted sensibility was not confi ned mere!y to t/te
nerves of touch, for when ammonia was kept near the
nose, or when u glewn of light was suddenly thrown
upon the eyes, or “when fie was spoken to in a lond wvoice,
the same sposmedic bwitching of the whole frame took
place, and the same ex, prr.ss:ons of anguvsh were utlered.
There was no paralysis of the upper or lower extremities,

pressure, throuah the medium of the bed ulolhc s, pro- ;nor wwere' there any convulsive movements of these

. duced the same effects.  The rmly words he now spoke;

were ‘utfered to express the pain he quﬂcrgd from grami.
vation; Jtwas likewise observed, that it did not require
" a great amount of | pressure to excite these phenomena, for
lfn drop of water fell upon his neck or ‘chest, from the
oon which oome;ed it'1o his lips, or'it a' partion of.
o t e powdcr fell upon these parts, the same con\equences
. eénsued. That the convulsive retractions’ were accom-
_panied by excruciating. puin was shown, not only by
“the deep’ groans and earnest reque‘xt to" discontinue
Vlhe ‘examination, but by the expressions of agonizing
“tofture which “the features exhibited svhile contactvas
~ maintained, and the perfer,t calm which follotved, when
‘the hiand was removed. 1fthe hand was kept on one
spot, the surface appeared to hecome accustomed to its
presence and the system bécame gmdually tmnqullhscd
‘which z\ct,oumed for, his not suflering pain- from  the
‘bed clothes, or from pressure’on the bed. ~ If allowed to
~¥émain quict for a few minutes, and ‘then’ ‘spoken to, he
~used “'to. ‘start up’ ‘suddenly utter a few words, ‘inco-
. heremly, and’ then relapse into his former sla!e.
i Seemg the, xmmment dangcr my patient wns in, I re.
. quested hxa fnends to allow me to_associate in attend-
‘ ‘my friend, Df. (,mwford and one of the
20

i atient’ rendf‘red Ieeuhmg a
| propriety. - We agreedé then to"de-
irritation: to the nape .of .the

" legs, warmth t0. th
fmercury :
i AtS o’clock, P.M., we were Jomed m cousultatlon by
‘ Dr. Longmore, of the thh Revt., who 'lgreed with us in

feet aﬁd"the mpxd mtroductxon of}

| nia and spirits of rosemary. A picce of lint or flannet satumted‘

limbs; on the conteary, he appeared 10 have “complete
Lon!rol over them, for on oue oceaston he turned on his
side, took a Lhambu utensil, passed water into ity and’,
then veplaced iton a chair near the head of his bed.  He'
occasionally made attempts o get out of bed, but to the
amazement of us all his cﬂons were mnst casﬂ} |e‘
atramed. f :
" October 28—5 o’¢ lod\.-—- r hc;c was no c.h;mge per-
ceptible during the night. " At 9 o’clock,. P. M.—The
same- stale of the nervous system existed.  The eyes
appeared more animated—pupils sensible to light. The
pulse was apparently stronger than<the night before,
between 50 and 60, hat very irvegular. It was thought
that leeching to the temples: mwbt he tried, carefully
watching its offects.  Ac wrdmgly twelve were applied,
but the feebleness of the pulse which ensued, prevented.
a repetition of the depletion. The head was covercd with
blisters, and the whole of the chest and feet enveloped .
in sinapisms, a strong: turpentine enema:administered,
and four drops of Croton' oil put on the tengue, as the.

- .| bowels had not been moved for twenty-four hours, and;

were always difficult to open: the brandy and water
was continved. at mtervals, and mercurial omlment was
rubbed into the groins and axillze, as before.. - .. "~ .
12 oclock.~bmkmg fast—pupils’ dnlated——breathm(
more rapid, but no stértor, or pufling out.of cheek .
" He lingered on till 5 o’clock the followmg mor
Frequentl) when'; we thought he was on the pomt
~{death, he. would put his. fingérs into the maotith and fauce
and extricate the a('cumulatmv mucus, and then brea
{ with’ comparaiwe ease for some hours. 'Shor l!y befor
death, he made some convulsive efforts to it up in, bed,:.
and appealed impatient of the restraint employed b) tlxe_;‘

© # The-« Counter.irritant”. is n' preparation-sold .by one of the
Druggxsts of .this city. It is composed of strong water of ammp-

with'it,'and’ p]accd -on_ the skin, will producegvcsrcatton in'ten’

fifteen - ‘minutes, if' prcvented bccommg vohulmd by covermg it
ever swith tin-foili- . o R e



