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syinietry of the scapul;e: any posterior deformity is reaily brought to
light, and in these cases it is well to note the symnmetry of the triangles.
fornied on each side of the body by the normail contour of the body sub-,
temnded by the arms hanging directly dovmvards. After this preliminary
i!sspedtion the nobility of the colunn. should be tested; forward, back-
-ard, and lateral bending. as by tis means 'any limitation is readily
revealed.

The site of the pain and the character are of great importance. In
the neurotic conditions pain is .usuallyi general, and variable, both in.
intensitv and as to site. In the: organie conditions the pain varies
wvhether the patient is in the upright or reeunîbent position. There is
the variability of day, and niglt. pain; the' character, whether of the
gnawing, boring kind or lie acute eramp-like, and whether this pain is
lc.calized, or wvhether referred on exertion to some distant part.

Thie most usual sites of pain that we have noted in relative frequency
are. (1) The dorso-lumbar, (?) The lumbo-caeral. (3) The dorsal,
(4) The cervical.

As I have already observed, .elassification of conditions is difficuilt,
and we will first t'ake up certain functional conditions and afterwards
those of organie nature.

A number of cases.pres ent tlh'emselves who sufier from pure neurosis.
'his diagnosis must be iade witl the greatest cane to exciude organie
Irouble: in fact, to be certain of excluding tuberculosis' 'such cases are,
at times. admitted to the wards to have the tuberculin test made. As
t rule such is not necessary. iin most cases the ihistory of trauma is
elicited, and, strange to say, at finies flie trauma niay have antedated
mianv years--25 years in a case recently seen in: consultation, the actual
period of disability. Thougi pain is stated to: have always been there
since tlie trauma, careful inferrogation usually' brings out the fact of
frequent violent exertion without necessitating subsequent rest in bed.
Ii taking the listory there .is a rather garrulous description of tlie vary-
irg intensity of the pain. and every possible detail about it is related
mith pleasure by tlie patient. Examination : The niovements of the
spinal coluinn are reviewed while at the sane time conversing freely
with tlie patient about the character and the finie of maximum pain.
'his device usually permits the examiner to verify the full range of
motion, flexion, extension, right and left lateral inclination and rotation,
all of which are usually normal and not subject to any- limitation.
Reverting to the local symptoms is followed almost immiediately by the
ermplaint of pain on certain movements. Tenderness may be noted at
certain levels, and these frequently vary if tlî pressure is practised


