
OSLER-AFTER TWENTY-FIVE YEARS.

ases. and the proninent features of a group of cases, and to questions of
prognosis which cannot be discussed at the bedside. For the past four
years in the subject of medicine I have been making an experiment in
teaching only by a weekly examination on a set topic, by practical work
in the wards, in the out-patient room and the clinical laboratory, and by
a weckly consideration in the aimphiteliatre of the acute diseases of the
season. With a simall class I have been satisfied with the results, but
the plain would be diffleult to carry out wilh a large body of students.

Tho stuclent lives a happy life in comparison with that wbich fell to
omr lot thirty years ago. Envy, not sympathy, is my feeling towards
him. Not only is the ménu mor' attractive, but it is more diversified
and the viands are better prepared and presented. The present tendency
to situffing and cramming will be checked in part wlien you cease to mix
the milk of general chemistry and botany with the proper dietary of
the medical school. Undoubtedly the student tries to learn too much.
aid we.teachers try to teach himn too mucl-neither, perhaps, with great
success. The existing evils result from iineglect on the part of the
teacher, student and examiner of the great fundamental principle laid
clown by Plato-that education is a life-long process, iii which the
siud.ent can only make a begiining during his college course. The
systen under which we work asks too much of the student in a limited
time. To cover the vast field of medicine in four years is an impossible
task. We ean on]y instil principles, put the student in lie right pati,
give him methodis, teach him how to study, and carly to liscern between
essentials and non-essentials. Perfect happiness for student and teacher
wil corne with the abolition of examinations. which are stumbling
blocks and rocks of offence in the pathway of the true student. And
it is not so Utopian as may appear at first blush. Ask any demonstrator
of anatony ten days before flic examinalions, and lie should bc able to
give you a list of the men fit to pass. Extend the personal intimate
Lowledge sucb as is possessed by a competent demonstrator of anatomy
into all the other deparntments, and the dcgree could be safely conferred
upon certificates of competency. which would really mean a more
tliorougli knowledge of a man's fitness thanl can possibly be got by our
present systen of cxamiination. J. sec no way of avoiding the necessary
tests for the license to practice bMfore flie provincial or state boards, but
these should be of practical fitness only, and not; as is now so often the
case, of a man's knowledge of the entire circle of the medical sciences.
It is satisfactory to know that close attention is being paid to the problen
how to relieve the present congested state of the medieal curriculum, and
a number of interesting experiments are in operation. Of the special
imeasures of relief which have been proposed the concentration of courses
and a wide systen of electives in the special branches are the most impor-


