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This is one of the rnost comnîon iîîsects thiat flies thiroughout the
sunimer mionths. It is also widely distributed; aduilts have beeni taken
iii widely separated parts of Europe, in Algeria, Caffraria, Bengal, Pondi-
cherry, Brazil, and in the eastern and western parts of the United States.
Packard writes of the species thtîs : -- " Suich cosmopolitan formis give
rise to the suspicion that thev are relies of a past geologic age, whichl is
borne out by the fact thiat quite a gap) separates it from its nearest allies."
In spite of its wide distribution, this insect scems to be one of these con-
mon species that lias escaped observation, very littie hiaving been pub.
lishied on its life history.

On the i 5 thi of last Septeniber the ivriter found amiong the grass and
clover iii a pasture several pale grcenishi larme (Fig-. 2-, b) with black lieads
and numerous black tubercles. Upon being disturbed they qtîickly dis-
appear, ivith a peculiar wriggling, jerking miotion, tînder the grass; they
seeni to move wvith equal facility eithier backward or forwvard. Mien îîot
feeding the larvie can be fotînd under a slighit web in the centre of a cltîmp
of grass. Later observations show thiat the larvS live alnîost wholly tipon
clover leaves, eating ont the soft parenchymia and leaving the veins :thiey
will eat grass if clover is not within reachi, and onîe larva %vas observed to
seize an Aphid and devour it, thougli there wvas plenty of food %vithi
reach. J. 1-. Leach iii his - British Plyraiids " gives Plgne vclr
(kuot grass) as the food-plant iii Scotland. As the lamve becomie fuill
gýrown they niay be seen wandering arouind and slowly assemibling tînder
chips, stofles, etc., whire they puI)ate; wvhen in I)asttlres, dried cowv dung
seems to be the favourite resort. On the 2 ist of Septeinber both lamve
and pupie wvere abundant lu these retreats ; ten pupre (Fig. i, c, d) were
taken froni a piece of cowv dune one-fourth the size of a man's liand.
Before p)tpating the larie spin around themi a thin, wvhite, loose cocooni.

After rernaining in the pupa state about ten days the insects emierge.
Th'le adults (Fig. 1, e) are of a sombre brown and a taivny yellow colour,
.wvith black niarkingrs. Thiey hiave a pectîliar jerky Ilight, and Mihen dis-
turbed they Ily up suddenly abotut four feet, and usuially aliglit within two
rods of whiere ilhey started. When at rest (Fig. 2, f) they are usuaily
on a leaf ivith the wigs folded Il. it over the back and the antenmq extend-
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