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tho timo it had beon in existence, ably sotting forth tho great
aJvantages thrc conventions offered to teachers.

The Superintendent of Education then addressod the auditory,
congratulating the teachiers upou the happy results obiuined sinte
the found.ition of their association, alluding also to the necessity
for the existence of these conventions, at which teachors might
interchange their ideas and commuuicate the results of their indi-
vidual experionce, and councluded by observing that the most
effectual means of improving their condition was by observing
regularity in their conduet, chevishing lova of their country, and
stimulating esprit de corps among themselves, )

The following office-bearers were then clected : Presidont, Mr,
U. E. Archambault ; Vice-President, Mr. J. Paradis ; Secretary,
Mr. 3. O, Cassegrain ; Treasurer, Mr. D. Boudrias; Librarian,
Mr. G. T. Dosialer 3 Council, Messrs. Desplaines, Caron, Finard,
Héw, Priou, Destioimaisons, St. Hylaire, Chagnon, and Dalpé.

The President submitted the following subject for dubato ¢ Should
French verbs be taught from the primitive or radical forms?

Mr. J. E. Paradis lectured ou the Necessity of Labor, drawing a
striking distinction between the lubur of devotedness and egotis-
ticul labor.

A debate on the Practicability of reducing the rules of French
past participles to one followed, after which the convention ad-
journed to the first Friday in October next.

(For the Journal of Education.)

Roport of Convention of Teachers and Inauguration of
Provinecial Association of Protestant Teachers
of Lower Canada,

Negotiations having been for some time pending between Loca!
Associations of Protestant Teuchers in this province, respecting the
formation of a Provincial Association, it was thought advisable {o
hold a general convention of Teachers, for the purpose of finally
tevising the ¢ Proposed Constiution» of the Association, and
organizing  on that basis. Accordingly a mecting of Teachers
from different sections of the province, summoned by circulars
widely distributed, took place in the Hall of the McGill Normal
School, Montreal, on Friday and Salurday, the 4th and 5th insiant.

The proceedings of the first meeting held ou the evening of
Friday were of a preliminary chaiccter, the public being invited
to listen to addresses from several gentlemen intimately associated
with education in Lower Canada. Dr. Dawson, principal of McGil
College, in the absence of the Honorable the Superintendent of
Education, téok the chair, and after a prayer by Rev. Mr. Ewing and
singing by fupils of the McGill Normal Schoot under the direction
of Mr. Fowler, said

We open this, the second convention of teachers in connection
with this Association, under favorable auspices. We have ot only
a large anendance of teachers and friends of education from Mont-
real, but representatives of the other Associations in Lower Canada,
s0 that we may hope to inaugurate on this occasion a Provincial
Association of teachers in which this and other Associations shall
be united on equal terms, and shall hold still larger anl more suc-
cessful conventions, in succession in all the more important placea
in Lower Canada. Should it be so, this meeting will be an im-

ortant oue in the history of education in Lower Canada, to be
ooked back upon with interest and respect by our successors in
tmes when we hope the education of this country will have
attained a fav higher position than that which it now occupies.
That we way muke this meeting worthy of the high objects we
have in view, it becomes us to withdraw our minds as far as
possible from our own little spectal spheres, and to consider our-
selves members of a general educationat body, all of whose parts
work together for a great common end, one of the greatest which
itis givento man 1o promote. Letus leave behind us all our
httle personal interests, jealousies, and grievances as unworthy ot
this occasion ; and let us consider ourselves as educational mis-
sionaries, bound to endure hardness, if need be, in furtherance
the grcat work of education. Let us bear in mind also that ow
function is_not so much negative as positive; that we ure not 50
much to fight against the evils that affect education, however
much they may annoy and injure us, as lo prepare for a beutev
future by ‘sowing the seeds of good that shali in time counteract
the evil. This is a somewhat obscure and quiet work when com-
pared with that of the soldier and the political reformer, but 1t 1s a
work that more thoroughly and effectually moulds the form and
destinies of society. Let us then meet here in a epint of love to
one another and to all maunkind, in a spirit of humble dependance
on God’s blessing in a spint of large and liberal self-sacrifice on

bohulf of the great wotk of education, and let us consider not so
mucy tho petty difficulties that beset us as the &phere for exertion
that les above them i what we can do to make our work efficient
for greater aml for positive good.

Mr. Luing of the Waterloo Academy, and presidont of the Bud-
ford Teacliers® Association, then read a paper on some of the more
common ersors of our system of sci 2l education. In pointing out
eome of the errors anld short-comings of the teacher he strongly
comnmented on the necessity of goudness of heait and nigh moral
principle as an indispensable qualification for his office, animad-
verting on the folly, so prevalent in the communty, of setting great
intellectnal endowments nbove excellence of character ; he shewed
the utilty of maps, models, and pictures, as tending 1o impart
precise and distinet ideas; he alluled to the mischief done by
allowing pupils 10 pass too hastily frorn the more slementary to
the higher brunches, and by stimolating unduly the memtal de-
velopment of precocious children ; and further he shewed the
folly of attempling to govern a school by a cede of penal enact-
ments laid down beforechand which must either Le carrned out
irrespective of the injustice inevitable whea circumstances are
not taken into account, or which must ba subsequently partiaily or
wholly repenled, to the humiliation of the teacher, and to the
diminution of the respect due to law.

[le then proceeded to pass some severe strictures on the short
comings of pasents, remarking that parents too {requently misun-
derstood the nature of education, regarding it a -~ prepara-
tion for some particular business or profession sather ttun for any
and every station, and so thought a liberal education thrown away
upon farmers; that they were too parsimonious in their school
expenditures, the teacher ill paid, and the pupils ill provided with
necessary books ; that they ssud their children to schiool to get rid
of them ; and that with criminal indifference they allow the educa-
tion of their children to proceed without their knowledge or super-
vision. After a few observations on the necessity of a higher
standard of education for teachers, he concluded gy saying that
though all material progress might be achieved by the cultivated
intellect, yet there could be no permanent prosperity without vir-
tne. It is not the legistature that frames the laws, nor the execu-
tive that ad.ninisters them, that controls the destinies of a conntry.
It is u perver further back and greater, a power that makes rulers
what they are—is it the educators of youth  If we would have our
country in its manhood that for which we hope and pray, let vs see
that the sources of its youth are pure and healthy. The children
of the present are to be the men of the future. The responsibility
is onrs. Let us then in the fear of God as we love our country, as
we hold its wellare and its honour dear, train up ite youth physi-
cally, mentally, and moraily, to the full stature of perfect manhood.

The meeting was then addressed by Mr. Hubbard, inspecior of
schools for the district of St. Francis, who being unexpectediy called
upon in the absence of Dr. Nieolls, president of the St. Francis
Association, made a few rematks touching upon poiats referred to
by the previons rpeakers. He admitted the grave causes of failure
that the last speaker had charged against parents, but would with
the chairman insist on the imperative duty of the teacher to do
hig part fuithtully without too much reference to the short comings
and wrong-domg of others. He specified as a matter of regret the
too frequent change of teachers, alluded to the efforts made in the
establishment and maintenance of the St. Francis Teacher’s As-
sociation, aad concluded by hoping that he shonld see the forma-
tion of a Provincial Association which must in his opinion be pro-
ductive of incalcujable good: )

Prof. Robins being then called upon by the chairman, weleomed
the strangers present on behalf of the Montreal Association, refer~
red to the difficulties that had to be surmounted in order to the
accomplishment of the undertakmg upon which they had entered,
and concluded by saying that much {abour and thonght had been
expended upon t.is organization and he doubted not of its tri-
umphant succesa.

The proceedings of the evening were eulivened by music under

" *he direction of Mr. Fowler and by a very effective renderirg by

Mr. Andrew of « The Fisherman’s Prayer”’ from a recently issued
volume of Poems by J. Ingelow,

At nine o’clock on the foltowing morning Dr. Dawson resumed
the chair and calied on the representatives of other Associations
lo report themselves, when there were found present :

Bedford Association, Mr Laing, President jand Mr. March,

Huntingdon and Lachute Associations, Ms. Bruce.

Montreal Association, Dr. Dawson, President ; Profs. Hicks and
Howe, Mr. Gibson and Prof. Robiris Vice-Presidents ; Mr. William,
son, Secretary:; Mr. McGregor Treasurer ; Mrs. Swapson, Mis. Lay,
Miss Leyman, Prof. Darey, Mr., Andrew, Mr. Warren, Members



