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arn describing only the body ; the soul was Lancaster 1propositions of Newton and Laplace..... B y à fe %N
hirniself. He entered into his work with immense en- simple additions to this machinery, the method may be
thusiasm, and hie succeeded in wvarmi ng his pupIs ith made to em brace even other branches of knowledge,
a part of the zeal which vas burning liim tup. lie made and ini short we do I1Qt hesitate to aflirni that it is appli-
tlîem think, and, what is far more, hie made them feel cable, or inay soon be applied to the whole circle of
that the honour of the school depended upon them human knowledge . This metlîod may, therefore,
individt4ally, and that the chîld who committed a fauit most trLîly be pronouunced a capital discovery in every
sinned flot only against good morals and good manners, point of view ; and we have littie doubt t ha tit will
but also against the reputation of the school. There speedily be extended from the sciences to the arts,
were thus iot one, bLît a thoiîsand, strivingy for the which seem ail to admit of being taught upon sinîilar
excellence of the institution, arnd re-joicing in its progress. prînciples."

The faults of Lancaster's system were many and The system of rewards and punishiments, be it good
obvions. JLîst as in a corrected exercise the erastîres or be it bad, wvas founded on a thorough knowledge of
show where the original was wrong, and observation the nature of childrenl. It was, however, far too elabo-
of the points iii which our systemt diffèrs from his will rate for this Ilworking-day world." Indeed, Lancaster
iuîdicate where the experience of three quarters of a fell into the error common to inventors of thinking
century hias been able to amend the latter. Monitors, more of the means than the end, oftestenha 'S
thougii of considerable service in giving a good Il tone " object.,fthsyemhail
to the school, were very imrperfect instructors. Thev With ail its fauîts Lancaster's sytemi was a great an
could not teach w'hat t h ey did not know ; many of iniprovement upon anything wvhich preceded it as the
them conld not teach wkat they did know. SUiR even IlRocket ' car"I Puffing Billy " ias uipon the stage coach,
the most hostile of Lancaster's critics admitted that the though it would suifer as mucli by comparison wvith
results produced in bis school were snrprising. They the more perfect s ystem of the present day as those pri-
judged it by the other schools of the day, and no ivonder mitive locomotives wvou1d by comparison wîth the
that, measured by such a standard, it should be consi- "Flying Dutchman." 11e as very proud of it. Indeed,
dered admirable. The pupils of Lancaster were kept "proud " gives but a very faint idea of his sfate of
constantly employed, and constant employment, though mnd : heo vas inordinately vain of it, and promised
only under a monitor, is sure to produce botter restilts from its operation as many wonders as a-q ack doctou
than intermittent activity ilike that of a dlock bell which does from the application of his lioslrurn. The objects to
rests an hour and works a second) under .a master. BLut be attained by an eduicational reformer were efficiency
perpetual activity was no less the secret of the progress and cheapness, aînd Lancaster proclaiuned that he had
than of the good order of Lancaster's school. One of the reached both. In a Nvork published in 1806 hie says :
most bitter of his detractors says :luIn this respect Il The resu it, as far as it lias been attained at present, is
(that is, in respect to order) Mr. Lancaster's school is that by an entire new system of eduication one thousauid
quite a prodigy considering the vast number of scholars children may be tatight in one schoolroom under theit contains." Î am afraid that we moderns would flot care of one master, and a great proportion of these may
think the order prodigious ; the discipline was doubt- begin and finish their education in twelve months, the
less good, but the din ivas deefening. Here is a littie education comprising the art of reading, writing, and
unexpected evidence on the point. Speaking at a soirée arithmetic ... the wliohi ex pense not exceeding seveni
of the British Teachers' Association, on the 25Lh of shillings each child for twel ve months, and probalbly
January, within the walls of what is left of Lancaster's may be reduced by the perseverance of the inventor
schoolroom, Mr. Daines, of Carshalton, said :I cannot under unmerited opposition to fouir." The curions thing
help coînparing the aspect of this room with what it is, that Lancaster's estimat' of his system was accepted
was thirty-seven years ago. Then I was a student here even by his enemies. 1 might make dozeuis of quota-

......Round the room were six linndrei or seven han- tions from tlieir works to support tbis staternent ; one
dred boys in littie drafts, singing 'l-e-a-p, leap-.-tojump.' ill serve as a specimen. In a sermon preached against
The Babd wa such that I remember on one occasion Lancaster the reverend speaker says " lA scheme of
trying if I should be lieard singing 1'Black-eyedSusan.' instruction has been devised of incalculable celerity and
I sang,, and no one noticed me." Mr. Raines quietly of boundless extent ; 50 cheap that 'p0verty itself may
added. 1-I was monitor of order at the time." a remark- purchase, so easy that dulness îtself may comprehiend:'
whichý was followed by shouts of laughter. ILt is true Having now given an outline of Lancaster's system,
that Lancaster ivas not master theîu, but the school ivas I must return 10 nîy history of him. Even before lie
carried on according to his system by a teacher pr~o- commenced work ini the Borough-road, ho had attracted
bably as able as hie. the attention of several Quakers who helped him by

I have alluded only-to one of the defects of the moni- paying for the education of the poorest children. Wheu
torial plian ; many others miight be pointed ont. Nor in a botter room, and a perfected frystem, ho feit so

vas t lis the only part of Lancaster's systemi which confident of the support of the public that he determiuîed
%vas faulty. The method of teaching arithmetic, for (in 1801 to make his school altogether free. He tliere.
Instance, one ivould fancy to have originated in the fore posted outside the building the foliowving notice
famous Academy of Projectors at Lagado, which pro- -Il AIL who will may send their chi ldren and have them
posed to extract sunbeams ont of cucumbers, to calcine educat.ed freely - and tiiose to whorn the above offer
ice into gunpowder, and to manufacture poetry and may not prove acceptable î-nay pay for them at a very
çhilosophy, arts and sciences, by machinery. a tilliit modâerato price." H e soon had a thousauîd children
wvas thoughit wonderful at the lime. A very able writeî' around hiun, and hie and his sehool became objects of
in the Edinburg Review for November. 1810,)as "Lcroit."oeg rncs masdrpeers, domi-
is manifest that any ruie in Algebra rnay be commuuui- moniers, ladies of distinction, bislîops and archibisliops,,
Cated by the saine process, from the simplest to the most Jews and Turks, ait visited the'school with ' Wonder-1 flricte nd efied;fron te aditon f to quan- waiting eyes,' and were equally desirous of carrying
tities 10 the methods of infinite series and fi uients. Every home a memorial of the interesting scenes they had
Part of geometrical science may be taught by similar ivitnesired."- This caused Lancaster, in 1803, to publishi
MTeans, .from the firat theoremr in Enclid to the sublime a short account of his system. The school at the
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