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enough to follow out, more or Jess consistently, the normal course..--
that of making the child itsclf collect the toys or shreds.  The tabor
of putting things in order is the true consequence of having put
them in disorder. Every trader in his oflice, every wife iu her
househoid, has daily experience of thus fact,  And it edueation be
a preparation for the busintess of hfe, then every child should also,
from the beginuing, hiave dany experence of tns fact. 1f the natu-
ral penalty Be met by auy retractury behiavior, (winch it may per-
haps be where the general system of mural discipiue previously

oursued has been bad,) then” the proper course 1s to let the clald
feel the ulterior reaction conscquent on its dissbedience. lMHaving
refused or neglected to pick upand pat away the things it has
scattered about, and having thereby entailed the trouble of doing
this un some one ¢lse, the citld should, on subsequent cccasions,
be dented the means of giviny thus trouble. When next 1t petitions
for its toy-box, the reply of > mamma should be: « The fast time
you had your toys you left themn Iyuuz on the tloor, and Jane tad to
pick them up. Jane is too busy to pick up every day the things you
leave about; and I can not do it myscll’. So that, as you will not
put away your toys when yon have done with them, 1 can not let
you have them.>" This is obviously a natural consequence, neither
increased hor lessened ; and must be so recommzed by a chld.
The penalty comes, tag, at the moment when 1t 1s most keenty telt.
A new-born desire is balhed at the moment of anticipated gaufi.
cation ; and the strong impression so produced cau scarcely tal to
have an effect on the future conduct : au effect which, by cousistent
repetition, will do whatever can be done in curmg the favit. Add
1o which, that by this method, a child is early taught the lesson
which can not be learnt too soon, that 1 this world of ours pleasures
are rightly to be obtained only by labor.

TakKe another case.  Not long swmce we had frequently to listen
to the reprimands visited on a litle girl who was scarcely ever
ready in time for the daily walk. Of eager disposition, and apt to
become thoroughly absorbed m the orcupation of the moment,
Constance never thonght of putting on her things until the rest were
ready. The governess and the other children hiad almost invariably
to wait; and from the mamma there atmost mvanab'y came the
same seolding, Uttesly as this system faed, 1t never ocenrted to
the mamma to let Constance eapeneuce the natural penaity.  Nor,
indeed, would she try it when 1t was suggested to her. In the
world the peaalty of being behind time is the loss of some advaut-
age that would else have bren gained ; the train is gose ; or the
steam-boat is just leaving its moormgs; or the best things in the
market are sold ; or all the good seats in the concert-room are filled.
And every one, in cases perpetually occurning, may see that it is
the prospective deprivations entaited by bemng too late winch prevent
people from being too late. Is not the wlerence obvious? Should
uot these prospective depnvations control the elukd’s conduct aiso ?
If Constance is not ready at the appumted tune, the naturad resuht
is that of being left behind, and losing her walk.  And no one can,
we think, doubt that after having once or twice remained at home
while the rest were enjoying themselves 10 the fields, and after
having felt that this loss'of 2 much-prized rratification was solely
due to want of promptitude, some amen..nent would take place.
At any rate, the measure would be more effective than that perpe-
tual scolding which ends only in producing callou .ness.

Again, when children, with more than usual cau lessuess, break
or lose the things given to them, the natural penaity—the penalty
which makes growr-up persons more careful—is the consequent
inconvenience, The want of the lost or damaged anicle, ami the
cost of supplying its place, are the experiences by which men and
women are disciplined in these matiers; and the experience of
children should be as much as pussible assimuated 1o thews,  We
do not refer to that carly period at which toys ase pulled to preces
in the process of learning their physical properties, and at which
the results of carelessness can not be understood ; but to a later
);eriod, when the meaning and advantagesof propesty are perceived.

Vhen a boy, old enough to possess a penknife, uses it so roughly
as to snap the blade, or leaves it in the grass by some hedge-side,
where he was cattig a stick, a thoughtless parent, or some indul-
gent relative, will commonly forthwith buy hum another ; not seeing
that, by doing this, a valuable lesson 1s lost. In such a case, a
father may properly explain that penknives cost noney, and that
to get money requites Iabor ; that he can not afford to purchase
new penknives for one who Joses or breaks them ; and that until
he sees evidence of greater carcfulness he must deciine 1o make
good the loss. A parallel discipline may be used as a means of
checking extravagance.

_These few familiar instances, here chosen because of the simpli-
city with which they illustiate our point, will make clear to every
one the distinction betwesn those natural penaluies ..huch we con-

tend are the truly efficient ones, and those artificial penalties which
parents commonly substitute for them. Belore going on to exhibit
the higher aud subtler apphcations of this principle, let us note its
many and great superioriies over tho principles, or rather the
emptrical practice, which prevails w most families.

In the first place, right’ conceptions of cause and cffect are early
formed ; anu by frequent and consistent exper 'nee are eventuall
rendered defimte and complete.  Proper conduct in life is much
better guaranteed when the good and evil consequences of actions
ate ratwnally understood, than when they are merely believed
on authortty. A child who finds that disorderliness entails the
subsequent trouble of puttng things in oider, or who misses
a granfication from dilatoriness, or whose want of care is fol-
lowed by the loss or breakage of some much-prized possession,
not only experiences a keenly-felt consequence, but gains a know.
fedge of causation: both the one and the uther being just like those
which aduit ife will bnng.  Whereas a child who ia such cases
receives some reprimand or some factitious penalty, not only expe-
riences a consequence for which it often cares very little, but lacks
that instruction respecting the essential natures of goeds and evil
conduct, which it would else huve gathered. It js a vice of the
common system of artificial rewards and punishments, long since
noticed by the clear-sighted, that by substituting for the natural
resulls of nmusbehavior certain threatened tasks or castigations, it
produces a radically wrong standard of moral guidance. Having
throuzhout infancy and boyhood always regarded parental or tutonsal
displeasure as the result ot a forbadden action, the youth has gained
an established association of ideas between snch action and such
displeasure, as cause and effect; and consequently when parents
and tutors have abdicated, and their displeasure is not to be feared,
the restraint on a forbidden action is m great measure removed:
the true restramts, the natural reactions, having yet to be learnt by
sad experience. As wntes one who has had personal knowledge
of this short-sighted system: « Young men let loose from school,
particularly those whose parents have neglected to exert their
wfluence, plunge into every descripuon of extravagance ; they know
no rule of action—they are ignorant of the reasons for moral conduet
—they have no foundition to rest upon—and umil they have been
severely diseiphined by the world, are extremely dangerous mem-
bers of socrely.??

Auother great advantage of this natural system of discipline is,
that 1t 13 a system of pure justice ; and will be recognized by ever
cluld as sucfn. Wtoso suffers nothing more than the evil which
obviously follows naturally from his own musbehavior, is much less
likely to think himself wrongly treated than if he suffers an evil
artificially inflicted on him ; and this will be true of children as of
men. Take the case of a boy who his habitually reckless of his
clothes—scrambles throngh hedges without caution, or is utterly
regardless of mud. It he is beaten, or sent to bed, he is apt to
regard imself as tl-used 5 and his mind is more hkely to be occu-
pied by thinking over his juries than re{pcming of his transgres-
sions.  But suppose he is required to rectify as far as he can the
harm he has done —to clean off the mud with which he has covered
mself, or 10 mend the tear as well as he can.  Will he not feel
that the evil 1s one of his own producing ?  Will he not while pay-
g tius penalty be continuvously concious of the connection between
itand ats cause? And will he not, spite his irritation, recognize
more or less clearly the justice of the arrangement? If several
le-sons of this kind fail to produce amendment—if suits of clathes
are prematurely spoiled—if pursuing this same system of discipline
a father declines 10 spend money for new ones uutil the ordinary
time has elapsed—and if meanwhile, there occur occasions on
which, having uo decent clothes to go in, the boy is debarred from
Jomnng the rest of the family on holiday excursions and [/Ele days,
it 15 mamfest that while he will keenly feel the punishment, he
can scarcely fail to trace the chain of causation, and to perceive
that his own carelessness is the origin of it; and sceing this, he
will not have that same sense of injustice as when theie is no ob-
vious connection between the transgression and its penalty.

Again, the tempers both of parents and children are much less
liable to be rufiled under this system than under the ordinary
system. Instead of letting children expericnce the painful results
which naturally follow from wrong conduct, the usual course pursued
by parents 1s to inflict 'hemselves ceitain other painful results. A
double mischicf arises from this. Making, as they do, multiplied
family laws; and identifying their own supremacy and diguity
with the maintenance of these laws ; it happens that every trans-
gression comes to be regarded as an offense against themselves,
and a cause of anger on their part. Add to which the further irrita-
tions which result from taking upon themselves, in the shape of
extra labor or cost, thosc evil consequences which should have been



