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Greece have each a setting of their own. The former, although a limited
monarchy in name, borders upon the absolute in fact. Of the eight mem-
bers forming the State Council, four are appointed by the prince and the re-
maining four are clected by the inhabitants who have borne, or are bear-
ing, arms. Practically the influence of the prince in State Councils is
supreme. The peculiarity in the limited monarchy of Greece lies in the
fact that here the entire legislative power is vested in a single Chamber
of Representatives, called the Boulé, which must meet for not less than
three months and not more than six. An absolute majority of members is
required before any bill can become law ; and a discussion of each bill, arti-
cle by article, must take place thrice, on threc distinct days, ere it can be
adopted. Another safeguard against premature legislation is provided for
in the enactment that no sitting is vaiid unless at least one half of the
members are present.

In the East, Western ideas of government are gaining ground. Japan
is a case in point. This cmpire, which up to 1871 was feudal in its sys-
tem of rule, s now rcmodelled on & European basis ; and, while still
absolute in certain features, bears the clear imprint of constitutionalisin.
There are two houses, the House of Pecrs and the House of Represeata-
tives ; and either House may initiate projects of laws as well as make repre-
sentations to the Government and present addresses to the emperor.  Those
elected te the House of Representatives must be not less than twenty-five
years of age, must have had an actual residence ina ““ fu” or *‘ ken”—the
two names for districts—for not less than a year, and must contribute to
the taxes a small specified amount. Every law requires the consent of the
Tinperial Diet, which comprehends both Mouses. The Cabinet ministers
are all appointed Ly the cmperor, who can declare war, make peace, and
conclade treaties.

1II. Turning now to the republics of the world, the foremost are con-
fessedly those of the United States of America and France. It is the
former, howcver, that is seasoned by time and that has the unique advan-
tage of having shown, through the course of successive generations, a rare
power of assimilating peovles from many lands, and of gaining strength
and consistency despite the undoubted presence of elements heterogeneous
and forees divisive. What Britain is among the monarchies, that, in as
marked a degree, is the United States among the republics.  Arthur Helps,
in his “ Thoughts upon Government,” has observed, I do not think it
too hoastful to say that the British people, and our near relations in
America and the colonies, are the most governable people on the face of
the eatth.” The statement defies criticism. To the Lord be the glory !
It is the religious heart of the people which, through grace, has beat true
in the dark and cloudy day, and which has yiclded the statesmanship that
so far has borne the State bark onward.

As it is like bringing coals to Newcastle to describe the Government of
the United States in these pages, we need only touch the subject with a
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