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the Y. M. C. A. is not superfiuous; it has already made a field for
itself. In the schools of Tokyo are tens of thousands <f yonng men.
Among these students are Christians in surprising numbers. Without
organization, they have remained strangers to each other. Again and
again, students have thought themselves alone in great schools with
hundreds of pupils. Then the Y. M. C. A. became organized, and to
the great delight and surprise of cach student, many have come forward
and enrolled themselves as Christians. Active associations have been
formed in the Imperial University, in the leading colleges and schools
of the Government, and in many private .schools and academies.
The associations maintain Bible classes, courses of lectures oa Chuis-
tian topics, and organize the Christians for aggressive work among
their companions. This work is still at its beginning. Rightly
managed, it will accomplish a great work for the Master.

The Summer School.—Mr. Wishard energetically visited the
schools in all parts of Japan during the first half of the year. He
was everywhere welcomed, and large congregations of young men
gave him respectful attention. The Christians were encouraged and
strengthened, and to the unbelievers the gospel was preached. His
work culminated in the Summer school which was held with the
Congregational college, the Doshi-sha, in Kyoto during ten days
of the last week in June and the first wéek in July. Over four
hundred students, representing twenty-five different institutions, were
present. Most of the prominent schools in the Empire had delegates
present. It was a time of prayer and the study of God’s Word. The
proceedings have been printed and form an attractive volume. The
theme of every meeting was “ Consecration to the Service of the
Lord.” The theological schools have already received students who
ascribe their wish to enter the ministry to impulses received at the
Summer school.

The Buddlist Missionary.—Buddhism continues to try missionary
experiments. It is quick to adopt our methods. But with all these
activities and brand new methods, it is unable to resume its influence
over the national life. Its day is gone forever. Col. Olcott worked
according to his light and ability, but his mission was a complete
failure. Large audiences assembled to hear him, but nothing perma-
nent was accomplished, His presence in the country was soon
forgotten by the public and his departure caused no regret.

Clawrch Union.—The much wished for union hetween the Congre-
gational churches and the United Church of Chirst failed of accom-
plishment. It is a very great disappointment. It was a noble effort,
nobly planned and bravely attempted, but for the time it has failed.
At the first it was hoped that the seeming failure was only temporary,
but as time goes by we seem as far away from it as ever—far away
with this history of failure behind us. It is not worth while to repeat



