
196.1TRE UUSSIAN STUNDISTS.

churcli at Basie to the southl Of Ru1ssia, settled in 1824 at IRohrbach, as
pastor of one of the German settiements there iu the reign of Catherine IL
lu, these colonies the resideuts, preserved the custom of the ,"Stuinden," or
ji bouT" meetings for prayer and Bible study longçy practised iu 'Würtem-

begBonekemper tookz part freely iu these exorcises, in wvhicli the is-
sins, not understanding German, were unable to jolin, Ia 1858 a peasant
oamed O)nishenko, from the village of Osnowa, near the port of Nikolayev,
begéan to attend these meetings, and was led to Christ. le immediately
set about telling others, and formed, simnilar littie prayer..mcctings in the
neighboriilg villages. Thus -vas Stundism born, and it miade rapid prog,-
ress, especially after the liberation of the serfs (18601). This emaneipation

caue the peasauts to travel about in scaroli of work, and thus tose vho
had hoard the Gospel spread it abroad froxi town to town. Freedom also,
iospired these peasauts with a desire for an education. This was a power-
foi stimulus to a movenient which. was really but a return to, the study of
the Bible-the book %vhieh had been closed to the masses of the people.
Itiuerauit preachers traveied through the villages gathering together groups
of listeners eager for the trutie. In 1864 appeared for thue first time a
pock-et editioni of the New Testament in Russian, and the new couverts
bouglit it Vith joy.

From its start the characteristie, traits of the adhereuts of Stunadism
'uvere absolute abstinence froin intoxicants, assidluous study of the Scrip-
tores, ana thee cuitivation of a fraternal Christian spirit. They had no
idea at first of withdrawing from the Orthodox Churcli. They even wvent
to the priesis asking counsel and liglit. The prionts, too ignorant to give
this, but not too blind to see that the movemnent as it gained strength and
knowledge vould be sure te attack the abuses and superstitions of the
Church, quickly assumed a hostile attitude toward the nom tendencies, and
appeale& to secular force to suppress the hieresy. It wuas about 18710,
wheu thxe Stundists numbered about '10,000, that the first oppressive
Measures were ta1ken. As they increased the timne came wvhen tis systein-

Fatie implacable persecution no longer airued at repressing themn, but at
exterminating thora altogether.

Before recounting the leading phases of tliis persecution, it xviii flot be
onut of the way to trace rapidîy the principles of this movemeut, which
ineny have thouglit held more to the letter than to the spirit of the Gospel.
Fmw people bave a «really clear idea of the f undamental1 beliefs and organi-
zRtuon of tbie Stundists. They are often reprcseuted to be a fanatical se.t
of ignorant iconoclasts, advocating a social reform which is but the cmn-
bodiment of the principles of communism, and consequently a sect danger-
ous flot oniy to the Church, -whose errors and superstitions they attack,
but also to the State wvhich they seek to underinine. Thierefore somne say
that Russie, las a riglit to, suppress tbem. Iît is iu this lighi, ne doubt,
%liat the Emperor and mauy people both iii Russia and elsewhiere regard
the matter. No idea -is more forcigu te the truth. W\e do net say that
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