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and frequently destroyed before they become rooted.
By this means the stools'become Very vigorous and
bear.the most abundant crops. In the spring; after
the fruit is set, place around each plant a smalil
quantity of straw, or what is mich better, cover the
whole gurface of the grourid one inch thick with
wheat chafl, This prevents evaporation, protects
the fruit from the earth, improves the flavor, and
vgll %r‘eatly increase the size”’—~Indana Far. and
uard, .

ITALIAN RYE-GRASS. .

_ The following communications were, read at a
Counicil méeting of the Royal Agricultural Society
nf England :—

: «7, Curzon-street, May Fair, London,

. " July 12, 1845,

“J beg to sond your Grace a report of mi mode of
cultivating Italian ryc.grass as food for my horses, the,
succces of which has astonished: nmic very much, and
which I am anxious to make known for the genoral wel-
fare of agriculturists at large.

“My land, a strong clay in good heart; and under-
drained, is finely pulverised.during the summer months,
after tares, or any carly crop of corn; issown brondcast
with- four bushels per acre of sced, grown by myself—
without weeds—harrowed very lightly, with bushes—iron
harrows bury the seeds too deeply; if weeds grow they
are pulled,.and the grass stands for a crop, which in 1844
was cut the first timo the first week in March, with about
ten inche’ of grass; Aptil 13th it wds cut the second
time, May. 4th:tha third:time, May 24th the fourth time,
Jupe 14th the fifth time, July 22d tire gixth time, with npe
seed’and “three loads of Hay.stiaw to'the acte. Immedi.
ately afler ¢ach of thege crops the land wus watered once
froin & London street water—cart, with two parts of pure
uring frorh hie stables, and one part of water, the produce of
cuéh crop-increaping with the temperaturg of: the.atmos.
phere, from thrée quarters of a load per acre, as hay, to
three loads.per acre. The. ¢rop having shed a-quentity
of seed, I was doubtful the uring might injyre its growing,
50 discoitinted to water, but well harrowed it with iron
tiatrows,.andi Jeft it oxpecting: nothinig more from it ; it
produced, however, three or four, I believe four, light crops
afterwards, and has now standing upon it 2gain three
loadsto the acre, the third crop forseed. My fifst cuttiig
(1845).this year, was nof, till April 6th; second, May 3d;
third, Juné” 9th’; ‘fourth, two fcet and a half long, now.
standirig on. the land... ¥ think it necessary to obsetve,;
from my own cxperience,. Italian rye-grass differs -as.
much-in- quality and varié't'?,’ ds ‘English ryé.grasses or
English-fruits j\there arc:Italian ryd-grasses that blooni at
one foot and a half high; and that I grow, as your Grace
ha# séen; stands' from’ foiir to five feet. Any fufther in.’
formation thiat, may,be reqnired; 80 far as:1. am.able, shall
be given to any one wishing to grow the plant, 1 attach
a lotter aent-me by a practical farmer, to whoin I supplied
sged for. an.acre, whicki will furnish interesting. information
10 sheep graziers., .

- (Signed)- “ WiLLiay DickinsoN.”
_{Mr. J. Hunt;to Mr..Dickinson.] . 4
L s Hayes Gate, near, Uzbridge, July 1.

“With theTtalidn Rye’ Grass seéd I 'had of you, T
sowed about an: acre thie first week in: September. last,
after a crop. of spring tares; the ground weq manured
with about 10 tons of good horse.dung. The seconid week
in April Lbegan. to feed jt off* with ewes:and: Tamba, and
they made very quick propress, especially.the lambs: the,
Grass: producing an‘-abundance ‘of ‘milk. There were
foxty,two couples, and the grass supplied them threo weeks;
giving the ewés chaff and oats, and the lambs peas.—
After. this ihey began to foed it-again:for-winPof oilier
food.. I took them off the grass on the 13th of May, and
on the 18th of June we mowed the whole for hay, wﬁch

I not had tares which I wanted off tho-Jand to sow with
Swedes, ‘The grass is now growing frecly, bit not o,
fact as after fecding off. 1 want your waler cart. Tami
quite eatiefied of its being the most valuable plant I Kiow
of, especially for early apring feed : it comes to perfeciion
for feed quite as early as rye, and the compatison tiatweent
the two for feeding qualities is as ten to.ono in.fayour,of
the Ttalian rye.grass. I am so well satisfied of its good.
ness that I intend sowing a much larger- breadth in-the

cnsuibg auitumn aftér wheat. ‘
(Signed) J ‘lHum'."

“‘The President informed the Council that he had made

arrangements for the teal of Mr. Djckingon's plan on the

“{clays and alluvial soils of Somersetshire, as well as on the

chalks of Dorsetshire; the result of which he would in
due time communicate to the Council, along with those
of an extended comparative -trial he had insututed; of: the
cultivation of the various wheats on the soils of Dorsetaliire,

Germination of, Seedé.~The Prosid “t Inid beford’the’
Council the_follawing ‘communication addreseed. to..him,
by Mr. La Beaume, in reference to the.application of
.e{;clric ciirrents to seeds for the purpose of exciting their
vitality and quickening. théir growth. -

4 London, 11 Argyle-streer, July 30,1845, .

“ As tho President of your Society, I beg to lay. hefore.
you the following facts, which I think important to tho
intercsts of agriculture, horticulture, and floriculture, By
former, and also more; recent expcriments on &. limitkd
scale, 1 have fully succceded in quickening the geymi. *
nation of Vatioue seeds, invigorating their plaris, incre
ing the fecundity, and improving the quality of thio prodiice:
’llg.w is particularly important in turnip.geeds,,as you well:
know. The ingans I have employéd aro not atmosphoric,
electricity, galvanism, or éléctro:maghétism, which cannot
apply, byt elecincity developed by. a machite of adequaté:
powers, and by a simplé, peculiar, effective process, easily
understood, and easily used with very little manual labour.
The time required is, on the Whole; about half an‘lioat,
and 1,000 bushels of wheat, or any other grain, cambe
electrified ag easily as an ounce at the same time. I beg,.
also to remiark, that this my process appliés equally ta the
resuscitation of the.impaired vitality of cld as welf-as bad
seeds, to the revivification of withering plants, and to the
increage of the qualty and guantity of their fruit, In
ordér to a moré citended’ tfial, and-to the ‘establishiéht
of the facts 1. have communicated, if'several members of:
your body will send me some packets of turnip and other,
secds, I will freely and’ cheerfully electrify and return
thérn in a day or two, so'that. success inay. bé provedlby:
an,impartial trial under your. auspices, and, X shall neither..
seek ot recéive any other reward than your approbation,
and the satisfaction.of diffusing practical knowledge for
the public good. - ’

(Signed).  “N.LaBmawm

COAL ASHES AS MANURE.

I observed in your last paper an article on the usé of
coal ashes, I have tried them in varous ways; and find’
them a good manure, particularly on heavy claygy sojl.—.

Put a good coat of coal ashes on such soil and it will
mwake the soil light, and mellow-—more a5 than anything I-

|evér tried. "There are pieces of grass in this place. whers

top-dréasing. with stable iantre séemed to-lidve little'or

. {no effect; 'hut a.coat,of. coal:ashes acted like magic; and>

produced fwo latge crops in a scason. 1believe it a good
manure. for’ almoat -any-kifid: of s6il. Odr Atms Fouss'
farm collects, all the maziure. from the streets in, the ¢ityy
and there i§ an abundance of coal.ashes among it; and
the keeperinforms mathat the more ashesthe befter the ¥
nure, I wastold the gther dny by,one of our pringipsl hote
keepérs, whien T'applied to him' for his ashes, that he he
sold. them alk to a farmer in Farminglon, -who:Had to'ca€
them about ten myles, and no man would be Sl snonghy
to-cart thenso far; if they were not of great value. =

. We.hbve.had a;lapg and:severe drodghit;: so rauch s
that our by crop will bo ight, . Qur uplands, whers g
Bave Gt two tons to tHe acre, will fiot jaeld ue this’séal

produced: neatty twb:loids’ jier: acve 3 this Wiw abdut five
Wecka grogth, 1 should not have pursued thix plen had

ong ton, We will not haye oty thap half a opop, i we



