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] THE MANIAC.

i (From the Canade Chnistian 4dvocate.)

i1t is delightiu) to contemplate the astonishing powers of

| the human mind. To witness its developinent and matu-

i rty—its wondesful aLhievements in the various depastinents
of science, literature, and art ; together with its ascendancy
over matter in all its vanous modifical.ons,—its conguests
in different depariments of nature ; as one province after

;| another submils to the superior power of the human intel-

lect.

| Every effort to develop man’s inteliectual powers, and
" strengthen us dominion 1. the world of malter, should be
bailed with greteful emction ; and its author regarded as a
henefactor ot his race. While every attempt at debasing
the mind—depressing, or weakening the intellectual pow-
' ers—degrading man anto  ervile submission te 3n unconsci-
! ous creature, or base and rumnons appetites dnd pascions—
subjecting him to the most humiliating vassalage, and, as is
often the cuse, diiving reason from its righttul throne ~should
be regarded as an act of inkuman malevolence, and base,
unpardonabie treachery ; and the agent, or cause of such
hamiliating degradation, and stavery, deeives to be banish-
ed from civilized society—confined withwn the walls of a
state prison, or transported 10 some lone region, unless he
gave evidence of hearty repentance, a speedy 1eformation,
and the total abandommnent of his unhely and pernicious
calling. Will not tius apply foreibly to the traffic in ardent
spirits 7
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t the commencement of my aquaintance with E. D he
possessed many excellent qualities, intellectual, social, mos-
al. Surrounded by a Jarge circle of respectable friends,
wlo fondly antcipated from the vigorons activity of his
intellectual endowments, and the sprightliness of his genius,
that he would ultimately rise to distinction in society, hie was
regarded as the attractive centre of the kinl and interesting
fasmly of which he was a member.

Enjoying the advautage of a tolerable capital, hie engaged
in business, with every prospect of suecess ; and, for some
time, his business prospered, equal to the most sanguine ex-
pectations of his friends ; he appeared to be rising rapidly to
affluence and an easy independence. Fortune smiled, and
friecnds were maultiplied.  The sun of prosperity shone
Lrightly npon the open road to honor and emojumnent. He
was considered by all, prudent, temperate, virtuous ; and no
one entertained the least idea, that the sun that had risen so
clear, was ever to sct i1, darkaess.

But, like nany others, he was accustomed to the indul-’
gence of a social ylass—nothing hike drunkenness, not even
approacinng to habitual tippling—<¢¢ only a social glass of
wine, 1t will do no harm. *?

A few years rolled their rapid round, and from this social
tippling habit, he as rapidly advanced to habitual dianken-
ness 3 smi suhsequently became a raving maniac ! Reason,
after having been repeatedly disturbed in its rightful domi-
nion, by the maddening intlnence of the poisonous cup, was
finally eflectually diiven from its throne, perhaps (o return
no more, until the victim of inehiation shall awake to the
featinl retiibution that awaits the drankatd before the tribu-
nal of a just and holy God. His appearance was hotrific ia
the extreme. His countenance gave cerlain indications
that the spitit of a Jemon reigned within,  His eyes, once
the windows of a kindly and intelligent soul, emitted at ev-
ery glance, a horrid demon-hke malevolence 5 and, if an
whabitant of the infernal regions had taken possession of
him, Le could scarcely have been rendered more inhuman
and loathsome.

At times, however, for a few moments, he would appeat
quite rational. Frequently, on such occasions, the scene
would be sufiiciently ailecting to move the most obdurate
heart to tears of svinpatby. One of these scenes 1 had an
opportunity of witnessing.” It was a Sabbath morning—a
delightful May day—joy heaming in every countenance—
all nature was eloguent with its soul-inspiring harmony—
happiness sat undisturbed on grery face~ the maniac alone
excepted ; his soul was insensible to the happiness that
surrounded hita, and alike insensible to his real condition ,
though separated tar from lus family, friends, and home, and
far removed from the scenes of youth—fond pleasute
which he once delighted—a ruined man—he knew it not.
Pleasing sensations that once exerled a happifying inflacnce
upon his mind, were now unknown to him——gis sonl a bar-
ren waste, was wrapt in 2 mantle of impenetrable datkness,
the dreariness of which no vne could fathom. The hour for
divine service arrived ; but, before the inmates of the maniac’s
residence proceeded to the house of God, they must place him
in a state of security. To keep the viclim of ruthiess
madness within proper limits, the power of Teason must have
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