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and forgiveness, It has descended into families,
and carried with it peace and happiness. It has
banished polygamy, and guarded the nuptial con
tract from the eflects of levity, caprice, or profli.
gecy. It has raised the female sex from a state of
degradiition ard oppressiort to a tank and influence
in society, which they possess only in christian
countties; whete theic interest and hapyiness are
consulted in every important concerst of life, Its
Jjust and gentle epirit has banished in a great
measure the infamous traffic in humun beings,
and will ultimately triumph by the abrogation of
slavery in every form, It has raised and main-
tained hospitals fur the sick and the infirm—shas
erected asylums for almost every form of human
misery—for the poor, the widow, the orphan, the
#ick; and the insane, Its beneficence has extended
itself even to the abodes of guwlt and crime~
to prisons and penitentiaries, to ameliorate and
yeclaim their miserable victims. Christianity alone
has produced in the most refined nations of the
world, all that honourably distinguish them ; and
what tonttibutes so nobly to the improvement
of human goclety, toits moral regeneration, to its
felicity, is sutely a pift worthy of God who be-
stowed it

1f we take a more extended view of the effects
of the gospel on the political governments of
nations, its claim to a divine excellence and origin
Will be still farther strengthened. Wherever it
phevails, polytheism and idolatry and all their atten-
dant cruelticsand proﬁlgate immnralities, have been
sbolished. As soon ds nations and governments
betame christian, they were actuated by it mild,
tenovolent and generous spirit. Rulers blended
the chmum morality with their citil institutes, and
trenséribed } into their polmcal codes the humanity
and benevolenée inspired by rehigion ; they Jearn-
ed from it that the proper object of their appoint-
ment was to promote the welfire of society, and
preserve the nioral interests of the community over
which they presided. It has not yet indeed
always been successful in blotting out every un-
just law from the civil code of christian nations,
bat in proportion as its influence is extended, this
yeformation shall be perfect. Nor has it always
been successful in tepressing unjust wars. How
couldit# It has never vet been cordially embrac-
ad by the majority, sior perhaps by the preponder-
ating part of any nation, Neverthelessit has had
great influence, and that influence has been of
the most beneficial kind for the happiness of man.
For it has banished in a great degree the cold in-
humanity which consideréd war, not as the great
est scourge of the human race, but as the prime
business and most exquisite gratifitation of life ;
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it has checked the restless ambition, the passioit for
martial atchievements, and the ferocious rapacity
which produced aggressions the most utiprovoked;
it has restrained the implacable and vindictive
spirit with which wars were carried on, and which
for many ages overwhelmed the world with
bloodshed, ruin, and dusolation ; it has restrained
thut relertless cruelty which condemned the
unhappy captive to perpetual slavery, to torture,
to an ignominious death by the hand of the execu-
tioner ; it has banished from the practice of war
the desolation of whole couniries, and that relent.
less cruelty which spared not from massacre and
extermination the unoffending female, the helpless
infant, and the decripitude of age. These out-
rages are seldom heard of in wars carried on by
nations professing christianity, though nothing
was more frequent among the most polished and
humane of the nations of antiquity, Thus has
christianity restrained evils which, from its ay yet
partial iofluetice; 1t has not finally extirpated, and
1t has communicated so much good to the politi-
cal govermnents of nations as warrants us to call
it the best blessing ever conferred on the world,
and evidently in a special sense the gift of God.
—Thus have I stated briefly and generally some
of the blessed effects which the christian reli
gion has produced o individuals,communities, and
political institutions. -

11, But let us ihquire what the christian scheme
is, from its very nature, calculated to do when its
influence shall be universal and supreme. It must
prompt to the most vigorous &xestion for the im-
provement of mankind,—There are some kinds of
improvement which it will continue to promote
indirectly, Science and hterature are of this
class. It isnot the professed desiga of réligion to
promote these; but they owe their present advance-
went mainly to its influence. It has been so,and it
must be so in future. Christianity discoversto man
how high he stands in the scale of intelligence, and
thatan endlesscareer of existence and improvement
is beforehim. This discovery mustdirect him to the
cultivation of his miud as his noblest part, Besides
the christian religion unfolds more clearly to him
his obligations to love and worship the Deity,
und consequently it tnust create the desire to know
more of his nature and his works, Now scienceis
just another name for the knowledge of these, and
therefore it will be cultivated by all christiana to
whom Jeisureand ability ave given, withsuch a zea-
lons and affectionate disposition as shall be most
likely to ensure success. Hvery new discovery
will in the christian's eye appeat asa new ray of
glory from the Creator’s attributes. He will cast
a look over the wide field of nature to examine




