ON TIHE CONNECTION BETWEREN POLITICS AXD RILIGION,.

mong the unreflecting for liberal legistation and liber-
al opinions, may be traced to no other source than
blank infidelity or universal scepticism—a system that
undeniably overturns the only sccure basis on which
the foundations of social order cun rest.  I'he first
French revolution was produced and urged forwad
by political doctrines of this dueseription, emanating
directly from the schools of Voltuire and Rousseau ;
and this mighty event caused their rapid and exten-
sive circulition over all the countries of Eurepe. But
surcly, if the fullacy of any theory cver was demon.
strated by experiment, this was the case with the doc-
trines of the philosophers and politiciwns of France;
which scemed to beam with henevolence and patrio-
tism when they were hailed by their unthinking ad-
-mirers, as lights destined to mtroduce a happier order
of things than the world had ever witnessed. A
state of civil disorganization ensued, sweh as human
socicty had never before exhilated, changing  at once
one of the most crvilized nations in the world, whose
government had been scttled for ages, into an arena of
confusion, violence, and massacre, which exceeded that
of the most barbarous countrics ; and wluch was at
last repressed, not by the dangerous cuthusiasts, who
were utterly unable to guide or alluy the storm they
had raised, but by the strong hand of the most porfeut
nilitary despotism which hasexisted in modern times.
It is difficalt to say, whether the separation  of poli-
tics from religion, as displayed in this great national
experiment, appears most opposed to the anthmity of
God, orto the welfare of man.  Political relations be-
ing those m which the most extensive evil may be
perpetrated, and in which the temptations 1o neglect
the rights of others arc strongest ; are just those in
which, most of all, man ought to be called to feel his
responsibility to the everlasting King ; being that sa-
lutary restraint, which universalexperience has shewn
to be alone able to shield society from the desolating
effects of human passions, urged onwards by umes-
trained selfishness.  Even the deluded Voltaire, a-
midstall the mist which infidelity had east over his
mind, scems to have discovered, at ene time, the utter
ruin which the disjunction of religion from politics
must sooner or later bring upon society.  For when
writing on this very matter, he declares, that as a sub-
Jject, he would dread lis rulers easting oft all the re-
stramts of religion, as in such 2 cnse nothing could
cflectually prevent them fiom contriving to overthrow
the vights and libertics of the people ; and, on the
other Land, he declases, that as a ruler, hie would
dread his subjects casting off” the restraints of religion,
as what would render his life insccure, when deemed
by them opposed to their own imaginary interests.

The great men of antiquity, who laid the founda-
tions of the mighticst empires which flourished in the
world, were quite aware, amidst all theiv ignovance of
Ahe true God, of the utter hnpossibility of cstablish-
ing any permanent system of civil govanment, with-

- out the sanctions religion. “Their historians and
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philosophers uniformly  held the same  sentimens.
Plato ealls religion the ¢bulwuks of government, the
tiest of all socicty, the fieniest suppoit of legislation,
and in his book e Rep,, assats, ¢ that religion
oughit to e the principal object of care in every repub-
ey’ Anstotle,lus in hook De Polit! nssigns the first
place, among  political dutics, to ¢ the concern ubout
divine things;’ the first law in the twelve tablesof the
ancient Roman institute, inculeated reverence for re-
lyqion ; Archytas declared, that the first lnw of the
constitution, ought to be for the support of what he-
longs tothe Gads ; Cicero, in his books de Nat. Deor.
aud de Legth, pronounces © rehigion the foundution of
human socicty,” and shews how important it is for ru-
lers, who would benefit their country,to do all in thete
power to uphold its authority; and Plutarch says,
¢ religion is the the first thing which claims attention
inthe framing of laws, for yonmay aseasily builda
city without ground as preserve order among the ci-
tizens without a belief of the deity,’ and this he il-
lustrates by referring to the original legislators  of
Llome, Sparta, Athens, and Greeee in general,  To
teach men, in thete political duty, to disregard the
authonty of God, was a doctrine considered perfectly
wupnous anong  heathen pohucians,  No doubt, the
mdispensable necessaty of rehgzion to the maintenance
of social order, has led many unreflecting men to look
upon it generally, as the invention of legislators, in or-
der to impose a restraint on human passions.  But if
the matter be carefully considered, the admission that,
mnrestiained by this principle, society will be continu-
ally in dinger of heing rent asunder, and communi-
ties of men assimitated to the wild herds of the forest,
is of itself, a strong collateral argument for the divine
origin of religion. No subject requires a stronger
hold over the passions of men than politics; and, if
uncontrouled by the fear of God, they exert over the
mind the same influence as habits of gaming; ren-
dering their victim insensible to the personal, domes-
tic, and social misery, which thicken around him, as
he incessantly presses on, with his mind almost whol-
1y absorbed in pursuit of the object of his ambition 3
while his feclings are hacrowed up by numberless
anxietics, from the frequent uncertainty to whick he 1
exposed as to the issue of the projeets, on which Jus
eyes are fixed with an intentness, such as makes him
more and moreindifferent to all besides.  Let polities
be separated entirely from religion, and not only is Je-
gislation like an cdifice built on the shifting sand, bt
if political agitation come to spread widely over a
country so circumstanced, the disorganization will
spread to the minutest sections of the social body.
Ience it happens, that the village politician is often as
remarkable for his disregard of the duties of his awn
station, as he is for his quick-sightedness in discerning
the tendency of measures intiaduced into the national
legislature ; quite forgetting that no external form of
government can pnaduce a happy or prosperous coun-
try, if the citizens be individualty corvupt, and indif-
ferent to their domestic and relative duties as members



