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L oumve the e play of the human

farultios and the working of overy
varicty of human character.  Thore
scuaibilities which belong to complote
humanity come to tho surface aud color
] portions of these writings. In short,
wg discover everywhere mental and motal
peeuliaritivs of overy kind and every de-
gree —keen intellect, calm judgment, ac-
quired learning, natural temdencies, He-
brew or Greek iliom, rcasoning power,
igaginative energy, o temdency to mystic
traction or the opposite tendency,
anmely to practical duties.  All such
uwnm{ phenomeunn os these ny be ob-
u-evcd in the iuspired writers) who in
this diversity ave like the men we meet
daily. This conspicuous awd  varied
Gymanity iv as essential to the adaptution
of Scripture, as its divinity. The same
fpgedom of trentment as in the inspired
tychers must Le expected in the unin-
ggived teachers of Christiauity, if their
tonching is real and honest. Such fresh
8ijd hauan teaching cannot be dispensed
with, TItmust be an appeal by reason to
son. For if men are sharpening their
wits in business on all other days of the
weok, we cannot expect, that, when the
onter the house of God on the Sabbat!
6y, ¥hey are to leave their reason at the
991, andd become blindly and submissive-
Iy, veceptive,  In our time, when there is
a,conafant effort of the human mind to
become familisr with all truth, there is
geed of intolligent. teaching of religious
tauth to o degrec that never met the
foachers of Chriatianity of any former
age. .
< But thy divite matter upon which all
this veusoning, elucidation and  enforce-
ment ave employed bas been given and
guaeanteet]l by God.  In that part of the
tonchor's-disconrse there is no uncertain-
ty. Thdre ave, for instance, tie great
#rcts.émbedded in history, and sbaping
16, clenr to our own time and which are
constantly appealed to by the apostles
as the matter of their message to men.
thon there are the truths these imply and
teach, or, the principles of the Christion
fatth. Upou all these the . scriptures
speak with cortitnde and ‘upon ¢hess we
aopudiets the frequent nssertions; that
¢ know nothing s that sll is uncertain,
tand we must.avaitdn.a nentral hesitancy
fovlight whicli may cr may not come;
and 80 must through. time and
unge intp eternity in deplorable ignor-
&mee-of all that we need most to know.
WWee are just as sure of the - facts of
‘@hristianity 28 if we had seenthem. The
written testimony ‘of - those who saw
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them is just as  goot and conclusive as

- was their spoken testimony and what

offeet that had upon tho world is ap-
parent w all men.  And if the facts are
certain, they involve principles which
toll usall we need to know to assure us
of o gosgel of salvation to mankind.
The Christinn pastor teaches with the
authority of his own experience. This is
not needed for the reception, though it
may be for the successful enforcement
of Christion truth, For the authority
of the truth, as such does not depend
upon any man’s belief. It is true
whether the teacher believesivorrot. It
is possible to study the truth as n system
without accepting it- as o somrce of
spiritual life. This is not only possible
but it ie too at
such a teacher is not the.beauideal of the
Christian teacher. 8Such werc. not the
teachers that laid the' fouadations of the
church. What  distinguished these
nten, was it that they had been bronght
face to fate with the divino objective
realities of redemption, that their whole
being had been moved to its depths by
them and that, under the inBuence of the
fire that burned within their bosoms—
under the influence of a sight which
opened uY the realities of an unseen
world—they rushed among the men of
their time and confronted hicm  with
these realitieson their lips. The charm
of these me s inspired productions is
this realism—this n%sorbin and unaffect-
ed sincerity, this seeling oig certainty in
the writers. They lift up their calm
voice in all sorts of places and among all
sorts of people without the smallest sign
of hesitancy and summon mankind to re-
pent, and believe in what God eays, in
order to be forgiven. They require no
attestation but what they cary in them.
selves. And the true idea of a Christian
teacher is that of a man, whose message
is not his own--whu is not responsible
for it ; but who, having received 3¢ for
himself, utters it out of the depths of his
own heart. His own belief does not
malke it true but it ought to render its
proclaniation more effective. In such a
case arguments and reasons-are ready to
flow in upon the mind of the teache..
experience will foom an_ imporiant
adjunct of his teaching. He can tell
that -God has done great things for him-
self. With his own heart cn brs he will
be more likely to warm the liearts of
others with that enthusiasm which is in-
divpensablé to every:great movement of
‘'mind. While the ‘unmoved vand un-
sympathetic teacher may instruct and
even convert {for the instrument .is still




