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THE GROCERY TRADE.

NEW BARBADOES MOLASSES.

The price of Barbadoes nolasses at
the island was cabled on Tuesday at
v first cost, says the Montreal Trade
Butletin, but the lowest flirm offer so
far recetved here Is for a Jot of 2,000
pancheons at 1U¢ first cost, equal to
about 2We duty pald here. Still, a
party offered to cable out & bid of Uc
frst cost for a lot of 1,000 or 1,500
puncheons, but his customer seetned
afratd that the Island people might
anap et ‘his offer. It Is sald that §f
anyv one had pluck enough to pick up
10 or 2,000 puncheons at the istand
at present low prices, it would =tart
the market In an upward direction
The reason assigned for the recent
drop 18 due to the absence of Canad
fan orders. Present values are the low-
est ever before Known at this scason
of the year. In 1897, the lowest firm
offer from the istand wasg U¢, but that
was at the close of the season, and o
party here bought a good round quan-
tity at 7 to Sc first cost, or about 20c¢
to 21c¢ Jald down here duty pald. He
held this lot for a year and a half, and
sold It at 30¢c. The rcason alleged tor
orders belng so slow in golng out from
canada is that holders of Bardbadoes
destre to work of thelr old stocks be
tore going In for the new A lot of
aew crop Barbadoes 18 offered from St.
John, N. B, at 3Uc duty pald here, but
it {s safd that 28c¢ might not be turned
away.

Grocery Irade Notes.

No changes occurred last week In
the sugar market.

Granulated sugar I8 now  sedHng at
16 pounds for a dollar In a retail way
at Mirneapolis. Formerly the rate
was 15 pounds.

The bill Introduced into the Ontario
legislature for the encouragemem of
the sugar beet fndustry has passed its
second reading.

Mait advices from Malaga state that
consiredable damage hus been done
1o the new crop of Jordan and Val-
encia almonds. Pricves asked are too
high to admit of importatjon with the
present level of our market.

Cables and correspondence report a
steady rice market abroad. New crop
arrivals are awalted with interest, and
reported business has been done in ad-
vance The amount arrived and afloat
{s still far behind that ot the corres-
ponding perlod in 1900.

A slight improvement in the demand
for currants {s noticeable on the Lon-
don, England, macket. ‘The stock 18
almost the same as that of the corre-
sponding period last year, the JQiffer-
ence being that last year nearly 3.000
tons of currants had been recelved in
London up o this date, while there s
now mo immediate prospects of  any
shipments drom Greece.  Market quo-
tations are. Provincial, 288 to 3ls;
Amalias, 31s vo 3is; Patras, 3ds to
dis, Gulph, 34s ¢o 88s; Vostizza, 33s
to 42s, siftings, 34s to 3Us.

The c¢xports of tea from Shanghat
and Yangtsze ports for the season
1500-18901 to February 11th, have been
23 follows ‘—To Great Britain—total
to date, $,483,390 Mms. dlack and 3.-
ILO0T 8. green: corresponding date
last season, 10,407,178 1bs. black and
3.384,086 1bs, green. To United States
~Total to date, 10.30G,M3 Ibs., black
and I'L619,705 Ibs. green, correspond-
fng date last season, 9,393,179 1bs.
black and 14,373,286  1hs. green. To
Cansda ~Total  to date, 845,108 s,
black and 945,319 s, green, agatnst
430,031 s, black and LUUBGT0  tbs,
grien last season. Export of Wack
tea to Russla dinact and Russlan Mane
churia, 39,220,000 Ibs., as against 28,-
SO 18, to corresponding date 1ast
seasun. export of green tea to Bom-
bay, L896,000 Ibs, as against 1,254,129
Tbs. last season, do. to Batoum, 4.326.-
00 Ibs, agalnst 4,722,600 Ibs. last
season,

Writing from Malaga, under date of
Fevruary 28, Frederico Gross & Co. re
port reganding almonds : *‘Our mar
ket 13 exceedingly firm, and for the
moment nobody will sell his part of
the Nitle stock that remalns here. The
cause of this firmness fs, as you will
prohably already know, that a great
damage has been occasloned 10 the
trees by the cold weather, which has
been felt the last two wevks, and
whieh In some sectlons has been the
ooldest known, From all the growing
districts of ‘this province our agents
wire to us saying that they believe
that nearly all the pending frult has
been fost fn the mountainous growing
districts, about half of the crop In
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those situated at & medlum  helght,
and that the trees situated In low
grounds near the sea have not suffer-
ad any damage. The exact proportion
of the lors and what remaing will be
clearly known in & few weeks omee
that praotically the fruit Is seen to
dry and fali, and the quantity that re-
mains In good conditlon pending from
the trees. It 18 feared that the dam-
ngo I3 heavy.*

There has been no chauge in spices
and the market s rather quiet, as
buyers In most cases have tilled their
wants for the present. Advices from
London report an acive market for
weoner, with sates of Singapure black
nt 61-16d for falr quality, and sales
to arrive at 6l1-4d for March-May
shipment White pepper 1s quiet, with
setlers of  Stngstpore sorts, according
to quality, at 91-164 to $3.4d, and
falr Penang, at S1-16d Simento
steady at 25-8d to 23-4d for ordinary
to good quality Zanzibar cloves have
ruled strong and prices have advance
cd with considerable business done at
4 7164 to 4 0-8Q for forward delivery.
—Montreal Gazette,

The Brazidan Review  says, ‘Phere
ocan now be no doubt that the present
coffee crop 8 much larger than was
expected, the lateness of che  geason
having mistiead the market as regards
Its tree s dume 1t 18 also likely that,
{n view of the h-avy early ertries exe
pected for next crop, planters are trye
ing to get rid of all thelr present hold-
ings in anticipation of a new fall of
prices.  In sume sectlons during the
past week tremendous rainstorms have
been general, rvers have overflowed
their banks, and large zracts of land
have been 1ald under water. Neverthe-
less the general bellef appears to be
that all kinds of cereals are tlourigh.
g, and that the coffee crop will be a
‘bumpee.'

The late severe decline in the prices
of dried fruit has resulted in heavy
logses to some in the trade, says the
Montreal Trade Bulletin, currants
having dropped 3 1-dc per pound,
trom 12¢ down to S1l-ic, at which

price they ave offered to-day, Sul-
tana raising, which cost 81-2¢, are
now  offering at Ge. In Valencia

raising, fine off-stalk, which sold at
Q¢, are now down to 5il.2¢, and lay-
ers, which sold at 9¢, are now ob-
tainable at T¢  Prunes have declined
Ic from 4c to Je. In the first place,
prices were boomed on scarcity  of
supbMes, when high c¢ust cut off the
consumption, and values at once col-
lapsed on scarcity of demand. They
are now sald to be down to a reason-
able basis, but nevertheless they are
slow sale.

Boot and Shoe ‘I'rade Notes.

Spring demand for boots and shoes,
rubbers, etc, {n the \Winnipeg retail
market has set in and stores are do-
ing a fairly active business which in-
creases cach day.

The war among rubber footwear
manufacturers in the United States
continues and it looks as if either the
trust” or the $ndependent factorles
w1l have to go under before peace
will be secured.

Canadlap manufacturers of rubbers
opened their new season on the 25th
fnst., and the year will end April 10,
1902, The terms under which gooos
will be sold to the retall trade are as
follows: ‘Trade discount, 23 per cent,
for specified orders glven prior to
August 1st, and to be delivered prior
to Nov. 1st, special discount, 21-2 per
cent  Fall dating shall be from Nouv.
1st, cash discount, G per cent, prompt,
10 days, and § per cvent. for 30 days.
Interest atlowed for pre-payment,
per cent, and charged on past due
accounts, 7 per cent. per annum.

Dry Goods Trade Notes.

Wool markets both on this contin-
ent and abroad are very dull and
prices weak. \With the large accumu-
lation of stocks on hand from last
year and the year before and the ap-
proach of another ohpping season
prospects for prices do nhot bLrighten
any. At Minneapolis wool declined 2c¢
tast weck for unwashed.

Owing to the overworked condition
of (Canadian cottonh print milis many
jobbing houses in Canada have been
obliged to buy prints from United
States manufacturers in order to fill
the demand which they have bad for
these goods. Canadian mills are said
to be unable to catch up with their
orders. Fortunately the United States
makers had a surplus to dispose of
which jobbers have been able to buy
at prices low enough to offset the
duty.

THE HARDWARE TRADE.

THE TRON SITUATION.

Reference hus already been made to
the effect of the new  United  Shates
steel and tron organization on the gen-
eral situation of 4rade dn  steel  and
fron, says  the Montreal Gae-
zette, and nothing has transpired since
to necessitate any moditication In these
views,  On the comtrary, ity huoyant
effect becomes increasingly  mantifest
a8 time passes. Advices from the dif-
forent iron centrer in the States make
this perfectly clear, as she forwurd
movement which set én a month ago
has expanded materially in volume
durlug the past fortnight or ten days,
ahd with a vonstant tendency towands
higher prices.  Figures in ihe Iron
Age show ghat the weekly furnace ca-
pacity in the States has how reached
within 10,0000 tons of the highest tetal
of last swmmer, which was also the
record high figure for the United
States output. Yet, In the face of shis
heavy increase stocks of Iron on hand
have declind, while prices have ape-
preciated, which would go to  show
that consumption has increaged faster
than production. The inference drawn
from this by authorities in the trade
is that the depression  experiesiced
last summer was unduly exazg-rated
by the puliticat uncertainky in  the
States, and also by the fact that con-
sumers only bought from hanl to
mouth because they anmticipated =a
strenuous struggle for mastery be-
tuween the large manufacturing con-
cerns.

This conservatism  was  Justifled
without question by the critical stage
of affairs which existed two months
ago In the Unied States Iron  induse
try, and which was the animus lead-
Ing to the formation of the new con-
solldation among the companfes, With
the formation of the United States
Seel Corporatiom, comprising S0 per
cent of the fron and steel production,
all grounds for anticipating w collapse
in the fron market have disappeared.
Accordingly the cautious policy pur.
sued by buyers has given way to a
sudden and urgent desire (o supply re-
quirements for a considerable period
ahead This is the explanation for the
rise in prices tn face of the rapidly
increasing production. But the main
oanzideration to keep in mind {9 that
the rebound has beem the sharper be-
cause the previous restraint in which
the rrade was held was altogether un-
natural.

At the same time It is worthy of re-
mark that despite the appreciation in
vales, cunhrent prices are away below
those for the mame period in 1000 A
comparison of the relative level on
several Jeading lines makes this per-
fectly clear.  No. 1 Foundry fron at
PHisburg Is now quoted at $15.00, or
$7.70 below where it was a year ago:
Ressemer pig i3 $8.13 per fon  below
lagt year's level, and steel billets $11
cheaper than they avere at chis time
last year. In Great Britain also there
is a substantial margin between the
values now current and those of the
same Period in 1900, Scotch warranes
rl,yg‘ing 20s lower, and Middleshoro iron

Local business “has naturally ®een
fnfltenced to a certain extent by the
situation across the dnes, and demand
has ‘been more active of late.

Hardware Trade Notes.

Unitod Stateas denlers have been
competing for the Canadian cement
trade this spring with considerable
suocess.

Linseed oll dropped 4¢ per <allon at
Minneapolls last week, making tho
price there now in a jobbing way O7c
for raw and 59¢ for boiled,

Black sheets have risen $3 per ton
in the United States Pig iron Is from
25 to 350 cents higher Billets are still
climbing. Steel bars aro up &1 a ton,
Merchant steel has had to recognize
the stringent circumstances and some
lines are $2 or $3 higher. Old material
{2 moving upward.

Some of the Toronto jobbers have
been holding large stocks of fron pipe
which they have been selling for less
than the manufacturars  figures war-
ranted, An understanding has now
been reached and as a cesult prices
are slightly digher, but as they are
8till under those quoted by the manu-
facturers thera may be a further ad-
vance very shortly.

An advance of ;e per tbs. is report-

from the <o¢ast on manila
and slsal rope. The market
i firm at these prices, manufacturers
stating that a further advance is not
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fmprobable and this appears all the
nore probable as there is now an un-
derstanding among the manufactur-
ers. It i reported that there is o de-
manad for hemp for bitdder twine pur
posges, atd as the supply s light the
price has advanced which has affected
tho price of rope

Turpentine has declined 4¢ per gal-
ton In Toronto and west, anhd 2¢ per
gallon In Monuwreal and eastern On-
tarlo and Quebee pulnts. This drop Js
due to the weak feellhg at primary
pointy owing to the large crop last
season  Stocks  on hand at primary
points ave placed at 13452 galions as
aga‘nst 7,172 galluns ... HHKL  Prices
have been advancing since 1898 and
last season the highest price in a de-
caite was reached Durtng the past
four months prices have experfenced

several slumps owing to the large
crops. Buyers do not seem anxtous to
stuck  up  at present prices but ft s

fmposeible to say yet whether these
will be maintained or not as every
thing depends upon the new  crop
whichh will begin to come in during the
next three or four weeks.

Canada s now consuming annually
something over 20 milllon gatlons of
coil ofl. practically the whole of which
trade §a under the control of the
Standard Ot Company. a foreign cor.
poratfon To further enhanco the
profity  of this concern we tax our-
selves by means of a duty on imports
a large amount of which tax does not
®o into the Dominlon treasury at all
but into the proflts of the men
who composge the standard company
a8 they sell us oil produced in ourown
country at a price which represents
fits cost plus their regular profit and
the amount of the duty. Farmers In
many parts of the United States are
sald to buy ofl at 10¢ per gallon of
equatlly gond quality to that which
selly {n Canada at 24¢ per gallon.

THE IMPLEMENT TRADE.

THE TWINE MARKET

1t wiit be no surprlse to the trade to
learn that the price of twine has again
been advanced As stated last week,
all conditions pointed unmistakably to
another advance at  an  eavly date,
for. as shown at that time the then
current price did not afford even the
maoager margin with which the season
opened, wheti fiber quotations were
considered. This advance. together
with a slight decline in sisal hemp, has
brought the price up to the same re-
fative position it occupied at the be-
ginning of the scason.

The advance applles to manila and
pure manila as well as to sizal and
standarg, but this s due more to scar-
city of manila grades, and of good
manila hemp, than to the price of ma-
terial. The new prices give additlonal
intrinsle value to sisal and standand,
and the sales to date embrace a great-
er proportlon of these grades than
usual.

The advanced prices follow .
Sisal .. .. .. a0 e e e .. 8%
Standard .. .. .. .. .. L .. .L81%
Manila (G00-foot) .. .. ORI 1114
Pure manila, .. .. o0 .o .. .. . 110

Car loads ¥; cent less. Five-ton lots
1% cent less. Delivery Chicago and
other central points. Fall terms.—
Farm Implement News, Chicago.

Implement Trade Notes.

Reports from Minneabpolis and other
centres in the Northwestern States
indicate that retall business in  im-
plements s opening up there in good
shape. Jobdbing orders for spring are
pretty well filled and now the retailer
wiil have his turn.

E. W. Rugg has recelved the ap-
pointinent of secretary for the West-
ern Retal Implement Dealters’ Asso-
clation with headquarters at Winni-
peg. He will commence canvassing
the country at once for members and
hopes by Exhibition time to have
cvery dealer in the west enrolled as
members of the association.

A new drill which 48 attrasting some
attention here i’ called Steep's Patent
Grain Drill. It s the fnvention of
James Sieep,. of Indian Head. Assa.,
a machine man who has been working
for som» time on this invention Dhe
drill i= belng put on the market by the
Godcrich Engine and Bioycle Co.. of
Godericd, Ont. A few of these drills
were sold in the west last year, and
they scem 1o have given satisfaction.
Some think it Is the coming dri. It
3; :; combination shoe and <Coulter



