
342 pri3m O 1tEICAv

railuitys. Tha tinte, mill corne wlien the
country will bu eovci-ed ivith a network et
railways, muid .vien% railways ivill bue rugarded.
as neessary to i3very section o! the country
as wagon r-ends itou ara. Ilavy tratik lis
w-euld netbe necussary iii ovrrycast- lutfact
tiera erconruîuicai way wulll iuo .l-4it bu
Me hava a fewv trank linos, with inuimerablo
liglît roads aus feedetn.

A coînparatîvely iew-i prairie- conitry hike
Manitoba offeî special advantages fer tire
construction of liglît railways ta fil iii aud
net as fceder-i Me tua traîîk linos already
astablishiec, air tîat mili bu ostablisliod in the.
future. A largo part ot 'Manitoba iq aiready
sufficiently surpplied w-itl tmuuîk linos, but as
population increasos ne deirlt ninani liglut
railway-r would provo pu-efitablé ris fuederi; t
tIre mmini linos in the districts.

Tha apîplication o! electricity i» opeî-ating
railways liras lia doubit drawîî inucreaseui at-
tention te tira valuae of lîghît railwvays. A
irvtwork ut tiiosou raulîrays tîrrougiouit tha
rai-ai districts w-ouid greatly iînprova tira
social as wail as thua carmcrcial sidae ot coutin-
tî-y lita. It wotild ]lava tha affect o! imprev-
rig tira conditions et rural lifte Msnicb an ex-
tent as tM parhaps check tIra tondancy et the
day ta bcava the far and crowd int tIra
Cities. ____________

THE FREIRT IRATE8 QUESTION#
EIsowhien in this issue -sva -ive a condenQed

report a! tha evidonce presuuîted by the Win-
nipeg board of trade buera tha freiglît rates
commwissionî. The crise as subnmitted by th13
board was a very full and Complote eue0. Ujn-
der the different hieadings a groat nîiass o!
tabulated ovideuice w-as submittud, w-hidli
iaust hava oîîtailed a great deal o! laiton i its
preparation. Everything iras as contpicte as
possiblu, and tira greatest Caro iras takel Ma
have abundant prou! fer oery statenient.
Thus in the nuinerous tables o! coinpara-
tive rates irhich ire presciited, cana iras
takion M specify the exact tariff frai»t which
the companisons w'era umade. Titis plus bu-
yond question the correctnesso a al statements
muade in tbe avidence. If tuera is mny dourbt
as tM any rate quuted, the actnta freighut tariff
can bue îrocured and rafuured Me.

Thosu %vise hava net scout tire complote casa
as submitted by tue board îriil have little
idea of tIre amount ot habur involved iii its
proparatien. The great bulk et the irork. fell
urpon Mr. Ashdamrn, chîairmnau o! tIra fruiglît
rates comninittue of thia Winnipe-g board
o! trado and 'Mr. Bell, secratary et tire
board. «Mr. Asbdlown reprcsonted the
board beore tire Commission and gava agîcat
de.dl o! oral toitiîneny, bosides submitting a
great mass o! amideuice in the torn attables
muid statistical Compuilations. lira thiraks et
tho inembers of tire board as ureil as of the
entiro coînruunity ara due M 'Mr. Ashrdewn
and the sccr-etary i! tire board, fur tîro ablet
inauiner in uih ic hy bava aarrdled trus mrat-
ter. Tuera lias been noa shîinkinc' o! the ras-
pouîsibility ou the part of Mr- Xshdewîî at
least, and -rhîtier or not just recognition ef
bis service is accerded in, lira wil!. at least
have tua satisfaction o! knowiuug tîrat lire
has done lis duty in titis unatter.

Manitoba haq d]one nobly this yoar in lier
export traila. 'u hlave beau steadily and
rapidly re-duciiug our imnports and iuierciLiig
aur oxports in qslistues ot preituc ns thi.q
country 14 nlapted to preducee. Thus yioar
our experts wvall bo the largost on record,
%viie aur lituîports îwill bue dccroascdl. Suveral
Unes of ceinniodities whiicb tlie lrirnr itn
fortmorly oblîged ta bring ii to imîet local rp-
cquirenients. ara now producedi here ian co~
,if haone donindi. There is one lino
of praduce, hawever, of wlîich t1wre iq 9til
a deficiency Ierm, wiich shioul' bé
produceil at honte in abuiffance. Wo roter toi
poultry. Several canlotq of poultry have be
brouglit ini [rom Eastern Canada already titis
winter for tieW\inipieg uîarket. \Vos~ltotu1d
produca ail this riglit liera in MJanitoba.
Poultry is tundoubtedly a very profitable pro-
dru-et of thc, farm and the rnuey uhirl i-4
sont onit of the, v'nflttl' for poulù-y 11in121 go
to our farmers.

Chiekeuns and ducks ara praduccd liera iii
sufliciant quantities, but the local supply of
turkays and geeso is irîsuflicient. Very feu'
geeso appear te bue raised in M'ýanitoba, wlîile
tlîatturkays marketed thîis year localiy ]lave
been ofavery juoorqualityaaruleaY Theylhava
been sinall nnd altogethier a very infenior
class of bîrds wlîýrr canupared with ltîose
broti-ght iir-froin tira Bast. Tiiose %Vioe raise
nn proparu poultry far tlîo mîarket in Ma!rni-
toba, avidently require to exert tlirmselve-q te
improva thîeir preduets. Tho birds slîerîld
flrst bu well fatteiied, thon picked dry, su as
te give tîraui a brighît and cleauî appearancu.
TMien thie hreads r nd foot should bu reînoved,

ndtIra birds should bu pacl<ed ineatly buera
1t îey ara frozen. l3irds that corna to mnarkot
frozen iii ail sorts o! awkward sliapus, presont
an uninviting appearanC<3, aven thiaugli tlîey
rnay bu ut geood quauity.

EDITORIAL NOTES.
Ir is ruparted front l3russels tlîat iii cons-

quence a! the detection of contagiaus pleura-
pneumania aniong Cantadian cattla landed at
Antwerp an 'Nuv. 6 antd Dec. 2, l3elginin lias
prolribited, the importation of cattia fron the
Domnion. TL'lî imports in couîie of transit
ivill bu allowed anly in seaied trucks. Tha
animaiis slîippcd Irior ta De-. 10 or landed
between Dec. 6 and 9, will undergo five days
quararitifla. ______

Tii CowriLitcim, Iras latoly reterrcd to
the business Wininipeg bouses ara daing iii
the ]Çootenay district o! B3ritish Colunmbia.
W'inipeg lious have beu» graduially extend-
ing tlieir buisines-s operations in B3ritishi Col-
uimbia and now reach into nearly all sections
of tha interior of tra pirovinîce. ilr. Fred
Chilcutt, a well knawii Wiîuipug knigbt cf
tîe grili in tha grocei-y lise, and viteociir
Il, fît.cd t.- d a suuo4asfu1 businreýs in the min-
ing regions, reports a succcssful trip into the
roinote Caribou region-the aId stand-by gold
district of B3ritish Columtbia. Ileretofore tIra
Caribo cuuuîitry bias flot be morked by
Winnîipeg lieuses, nt lewst in tha grocery

trade, tlîough, business '.las bec» rlono tliire
for sanie years by a W'innipeg clothug hn

Ti» finatîcial troubla in Nawifotund(laiud rit-
pears ta bu quitu as bacl as iras ropîrosented by
firgt l.>aei 'l'le tact, as :'otcd in Th..
Cumuierriai last week, that the baikls wri
ewiie( liargaiy by tha business rulei et st
.Toliî'q, Ila- îiroed qîritu ms tlioastrouq n,ý
iulîght have bril o',]eetcdt frout sucl couirl
tiens. L iter reports tehI of largo sisins loaîîed
by the batiks ta its <lirectorq, wlîotvercongag--
ed in mercantile business iu iZewoinliai.
Tuo imniediato causa of tha Noat uid(lani
failures is attribxtei ta tlîa failura of! air
Englishlîieouse whîicli trarîsacted busines fer
a nuirber et largo St. Toliii's firrn4. Tho,
troubie, lîwever, 4cenis tM hava beau l>reu rrrg
for years owiig teaiu suries eftirnsatisfactory
businessl seasons.

AtTritu great railiay bcîui-nu lias beu
qpruiir lupai the Jiublic. 'I'im. tima the repor t
contîes front St. l'nul, Minneisota, and îs Me the
effect that tba Dhuluth, Missabr.and Nortlhersi
railway will bu extende(l se rs Me become a
great trunk lisso, conîpeting witlî tha titre(-
g-reat uiertli0rn trulli, lirîes-tîu Canadian Pr.-
cifie, tIre Northîeriî Pacifie and tlie Great
Northern. Accordin g M tlîa repart, ane arni
ef tire rorid wuili bu built westward tM tue Red
river, thunce an westerhy tlîroug-h Dakota.
Tha othar ani urill roach out in a northwust-
erhy direction t MlWiiiiipeg, and tlienca away
tM the NLortli Saskatchewan. At jîrusent the
Duluthi, Missaba and Nuortrm is a compara-
tivaly short lino a! railw'ny, extunding in a
nortlîerly direction frent tlîe western end ot
Lake Superior. It is purehy an iran road nt
preseîit, built Me opeà1 up) tha great iron dis-
tricts iii tha nortîr eastern carnier of -Minnesotar.
D3y extenidiuig tha road westward toîvard MVin-
nipeg, it weuld open up the niost valuabu>
whiita pine countrà, îow loft in the UnAted
States, and wbich at preseuit is not tapped by
any railway. The road is in very strong
liands, buizig tha property o! tbo great Moelk-
feller crowd, wlie count their money by
millions and not as erdinary niortals do by
dollars and cents. Ilowuver. regaraless of
tlîe -wcalth et tlîe owners of tIra littia iran
rond, ire -vill net figura very nmach on the
rumored extensions, at least until sometbiug
mora derimite is lcarned.

llovfoud.and Banlks.
The latest ruport front Newfeuuidlnndsays:

Thie committea cf sîrareliolders of thie Comn-
merciail baulk rep'ort tIra bank's hiabilities are
about 82,600,000. Tho assets ara about $2,-
000,OOtJ, whîiei wiIl probably dapu-eciato one-
thiird tiîrough realimation. It is estinio
that tIra notehioiders and depositars mviii ob-
tain about 59c on the dollar. Savan provincial
trusteos, appointed fan tho present shiaro-
lioldors 1,ave ma&i application to thesupretu
~eirt tei windl up the batiks affairs. It 1,a.,
been iliscovericd that Mr. Pitts w-as paid six
inontîrs' interest an lis inoney hîald for hit
iii the batik. The legisiation comimittee
unakes a r-eport very favorable Wa tha Union
Lank. It is tiienglît tîrat this bank will 1b

Ial Me pay deoffitors, notcholders and siîare-
iolders in full if given tinta.


