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BEWARE 0F THE COUNTRY!'

Noir, if yeti are an ardent young felloir et sorie live or six and] twenty,
irbose affections are still free and whose beart is still irbote, il is impossible
te hear that aiuy day in your ramuibles you nnay micet witb a very pretty girl
-for that she iras pretty olt] John declaret] ivjîh great wvarmîbh, thougli,
again, Ilunconimon 'augbty "-il is imposbible te hecar tbis, 1 say, irithout
a t]egrce et pleasurable excitenieut. Carlton knew pleniy et pretty girls in
London ; be was a good match, and lie liad been pîursued-pursued is a strong
word, but lucre is ne other for it-by sundry nirnaiis with views ini îrbîcl
sundry Ild3rling girls " ce'ncidet]. Wcll1, lie biad escaped aIl the snares h.id
for bîm; and bie enjuyed the case ef biis bachîctor lite ; but, as you may
imagine, he biad no objection te entering upon a ltlle gaine un lits oîvn
accounil.

It would have inîcrestet] Carlton still more if he coutil bave kiîown, that
mutual eniquiries irere being inade; that lie liimself was nt that very moment
the subject et conversation between Miss Laura Nettlcy and lier maîd.

Miss Laura Netley iras in every respect a ' superior " yeung iroman.
She kncw thme meaning of' bl igher education "; stuc playet] the violin-she
rallier scofflt at the piano ; sbe sang net only in English but in three or
four ether languages aise ; nor werc bier attainnients confined te tlîe arts;
political economy ant] logic were both favorite studies ; iii short, Ibis young
lady was aparagen, and a remlarkable pretîy paragon. She was nebluestocking
in appearance ; bier face iras flot pale, nor of a particularly untellectual
cast ; neither did stuc %rear a 1ince nez On the contrary, Miss Laurd bat] a
fresh young tace-she %ras betwcen nineleen ant] tiventy-clear, dark eyca,
large and expressive ; a great ire -lth et goît] broivin hair falling about a beat]
irbich was belt] up witb sometbing et an air:. a trillhng downwart] carve et
the lip, ant] the soineirbat scorntul nostril efthe tip-tilted nese ; these ivere
fcatures wbicb made up a vcry agrecAible whote-evcn the superciliuus
expresttion someboir added te the charnu.

71iîss Laura. in spite et bier niany attainements, fount] thimuga duit sontie-
lies. 'Wlat few fricnds site biat iet] at tee great a distance te bc often
seen; and bier tailler had a dteep rooted objection te visitors ; thîey dîsturbed
bis quiet snd made bis gout irortie. Miss Laura iras feeling particularly
di just neîv; uhuere are limes Lviien even potitical econorny ceases te
intere8t. The lady's niait] bat] brougbî neirs trom the village et a London
gentleman irbo was staying at The Bluc Fox. The presence cf a stranger
in sucb a sniall comuuunity as that et Lullinglon is soon knoivnl; any one
et may readers may, if hie urisb, speet]ily become famous by visiting a place
et suficient snasllness. Miss Laura was secreîly interesxed te licar ef the
neir arrivaI, but you rnay ho sure that stuc dit] net alleirlber maît] te per-
*ceive Ibis.

Lizzie-tbat iras the damset's uame-had lierscit 8een Mr. Carlton, and]
gave a glewung account et bis appearance.

IA most bandsoine man bc is, miss, and] quite the air ef the gentle.
7nan," she concluded.

IlThere, that is quite enoiughi," yairnet]\ Miss Laura, wtien stc tount] there
iras îuo more neirs et thc new*-cerer. Il W-bat does il ater ivho is slay-

ing in the village, and] irbether Nlr.-wliats bis nane ? Carlton 1-watks
tbreug ib te park evcry day or net 1"

CHAPTER, il.
<.mn as fine a jonc merning as anyone coutl wi-eb tu sec C.trltn startet]

out on atc ot his daily walks. Ile 'ras semttb:ng et a butanisi, and] col.
leciet] spîciniens on bis rambles ; e biat a grcat bandiul ot flovrers noir
before lue bad bren iralking for liait ait lueur. l'le s'mn %vas ratlier ]lot, ant]
bc turnet]l off the path and] enteret] a woot] wrclie ibeude and] coulness irere
deligbtful. He sat demn upon a tallen trec trunk ant] began te arrange
bis r-pecumens. lie bat] caretully setectet] rtrom the bunchbc he blt these
flowers irhîcli e wi.ahcd Ie kecp, and biat placet] tbemn beside hum, îvben
éudt]enl 'y a greai dog tîurst in upon bui tbrougb thec busli's ant] jumpet]
civer the trec, ýcatering ibe specirneus in aIl directions.

Alniost nt tbe saine moment Carlton %vas airare t'at a sliglit gîrtîsb figure
cat] lit a dark green drcss h4t] emerget] froni among tîme urccs and iras âtand.
irg before bum The lady callet] tlue dug oit 8barply, and] tben apolegizet].

I arn sorry Dan %v.s se unruly ; I etiw flmi sweep) aIl your Iîowcrs ot,
and 'Miss Netiley stoopet] te pick up the fallen uipecirnens.

*1> Pay don't trouble te do that," cret] Cart'n; "ihe flowers arc ef ne
cenptqucncc wbattever."

le iras enîrancet] by the charminig picture: et ibis green.clad unauden
'rith the tasîrous eyes ant] brown hair. TIhiii, lie thougbt, mustt h le prout]
Miss Ncitley ; thecr coutl nul bc a doubi t iu. C

*4Speaks lîke an educatet] man," tbiuugbt Miss Liora on lier side.
' Somve of tbesc foiwrs are îrertb picking up, theugb," she sait], and]

field c.ut a feir ef theni as situ sp<uke îvitb sucb a pleasant snilc that ibere
was a got] trelang establishet] betireen theni at once.

Carlton, witb a secret wonder iblat auîyone 5briult] ever bave calct Ibs
girl preut], hegan talkun- about the country, an'] the dctiglbts et ult e a
lown.bred m-4n.

MuaLaura confesse] tvitb a sigli that it %ras very leasant indeet] in
sommer; but it iras net alîvays.;o loeey as lue saîv il nowin Jone. In
tact, by sturting îritb a few cornronptace remarks, the twoe irere soon talk-
ing ttigctber me casily as possible

Sudt]cnly 'Miss L.-ura lo"ket] up ratlier sbyly.
IlThuis us not qute prepcr, yeu know, is it?" she saii eought ire net

te ecchange psc*boards %?"

Carlton badl bis card*c'nse out ini a twirikling; the inlerchange %vas
elkýcted witb mock cereîniony, and the conversation proceeded as happily as
ever. lime passes quickly when one is intere8ted, and when Miss Laura
lookcd i lier watcb ahc pretendptd a vast surprise at the lateness of the lîour;
sait] sitenmust go at once, and] held out lier hand to Carlten as she spoke.
What a watin Iittl2 liandshake il was I He coutlt féel the thrill of it long
alter the goddess hid departed, an] lie 'vas left atone

Ilerev.s a diversion aIlast! Of course they ivouldmniet again; hie felt
sure ef il ; bail they nlot belli almuoat said as muchP Carlton wvas already
quite ciiougli in love t0 feel that lie sbould merely oxist until the next
interview.

.And MissYetlicy; what wvas site thinking of? To do that youug lady
justice, site wvas cousit]erably aslîamed of herself. If slhe lhad not beeîî
actually ilirting with this stranger she liait retcndcd te a great friendliness
for huaii lie seerned quite a gentleman, she thought, and the meeting was
a welcome change in the menotony of lier lîfo. No one would know of the
acqua ntanceship besides theniselves. Mr. Carlton would, no doubt, bc
leaving Lulington btfore very long. Ibey wvould then ceaae to knowv one
another, and] there would be no barrît done. That she might possibly ]ose
lier bearu zo this stranger sbe did not for one moment imagine; she looked
upon il as a condescension on hier part te speak te him at il. That Carlton
aise, migbit possibly consider matters in a more serious light hardly crossed
lier mmnd. She would knoiv hoiv te check any awkward intrusiveness on
his part, she was sure.

Thei next day tbere was another meeting, and atter that anotlier and
another. until eachi day brought ils appointed time and place, and cach
succeeding interviewv betiveen Carlton and Miss Nettley %vas more cordial
and confidential than the last. Carlton, on his sîde, was now s0 tharougly
in love as te feel that without thit daily delight of intercourse wvith Miss
Nettley he mnust certainly have died of very ennui, and], indeed, when one
day it rained so bard that she failed te put in an appearance-altbough it was
quite unreasonable te expect bier te do so-hbe nearly bad a fever, and was
se surly te old John at the inn, that that worthy wendered %Yhat could bave
bappered to bis guest, usually se pett and good-tempered.

Carlton felt, too, that the lady coutl flot be indifférent, te him, or aiirely
elle weuld neyer have encouraged himn as she dit], srniling ai bum se brightly
when thcy mei, and conversiîîg in telnes et such tender accent. No word et
love, as bie knew well enougb, was ever spoken between them. Their pre-
sent frieridsbip was pleasant ef ilseif, tee pleasant tbat anytbing should be
introduced te embarrass their mutual cordial freedom, of manner. Ibus
the days %vore quickly sivay. To Carlton the summer brigbîness bad neyer
secmed eo cbarrning, se full ef lite and freshîness. He felt ibat bie vras
beginning te live new for the first lime ; ivîth but one drawback lie was
perfectly happy. He felt a trille uneasy at the underband way in wbicb bis
friendship wîb Miss Nettley was continuedl 1le batet] any kind of decep.
tien, and hie bat] tiiet] te introduce the subject ef the squire t0 -Miss Net-
îtey's notice. That young lady, however, steadily refuset] te take any binîs
as te an introduction te lier faîber. She was baving a very pleasant lime
witi bier new trient]; but as for falling in love with him, or continuing the
acquaintanceship alter Mr. Carlton bat] left Lullington, 8ucb a propesition
was tee absurd to bc seriously considered.

The crisis came at lait, as it was bound 10 camne.
Tbe youxug coup>le bat] been rambting tazily through the weod-îath afler

a more than orditarily confidential lat-, irben tbey carne upon the fallcn trec
ivbere Don (now grown t0 be a great frient] te Carlton) bad se uncermon-
iously begun the acquiintance.

By cominon consent the two yeung folks sat down there. It ivas a
pleasant spot ; the shade was very agrecable; the lîumming of insects
ameng the trces ivêý the only sount] te be hcard in ibis solitude. There was
silence fur a lime, then Carlton began in a rallier treînbling voice:

IDe you remember our first meeting here, Miss NJettley ?"
01 course MiSS Netîley reMembered it %vell eneuszh, but aI Garlton's

telne she tek wbat was ceming, and becmce perfectly frigut], dcîermined te
check any impertinence. Site sait] neibing.

I tiink," bier comanion 'vent on,"I I think it bas been the very hal)-
piest unie ln my lîfe-iblese last few cks. My botid sy is ove-r ; I must go
back te L'undon to-morreiv."

Indeet]!' in the icicat et toues.
Nly dear Mdiss Nettley," bie exciaimet] irnpatuuusty, "Icinnet go

away wîîhi a mecre good-bye ; 1 niaust know nay fate bcfore 1 leave you."
IWbat de you mean ?" said mademnoiselle, rising up vcry proudly.

WVby cannot yon say good bye l1"
Stung by tlue celdncss et bcer toile, Carlton startet] te bis fée sat] let

bis love spcak, ini one great passionatc outburst ; how lit: lîad lovct] bcr
tram the heur et their first meeting; how cvery nmomnn vrben site had
been absent froint im he badl thouglit unceasingly et lier; aîîd a vast deal
more besides te the saine purpese.

As hie grcw more excîtet] bc triet] te seize ber baud, but Miss Netîley
drcw ît away sbarpty.

'Mr. Carlton," she began in treezing tonles, andi toeking bina straighî
iiu the face withouî. the least appearance et cmeti mln. Il&Nr. Carlton, 1 amn
pcrfecily astendet]. Yeu have presuîuîed, sir, upon an acquaintance wbich
eughi neyer te bave been begun. Yeu muxst bc aware that the diffecrencc
in our social positions atone renders a mirriage quite eut of the question.
Do you knew that the 'tlcttleys ".-witb an ubsurd îoss of the bead bere-
Iarc the best tarnily in tbe country ? And] you-" Shc stoppcd, net

quite knewing wrhat, te say next.
IlYcs," said Ca.-lton bitterly, deternîined te sparo bis ewni pride as rnuch

as possibic, and noir cven cooler thian the lady, se great bat] been tbe
un%-xlcîcd sbock et iverds, "Irbat ani I, te aspire te such cminence ? I
have been a fool like many another man betore me. Hoirever, the barm


