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Tho number of seal skins ontered at tho ocustom housoe by tho sealing
schooners already roturned tv port is 19,038—13,633 being from the North
Pacific ocoan and 5,105 from the Pacific coast. Tho total catch of 1887 was
33,700, 80 that thero will bo a deficiency this year of 12,662 ns compared
with lnsl year's catch, Tho valuo al presont is 86 por skin, which makes
tho total catch worth §128,028. Tho value in 1887 was about 7 per skin,

An oxcollont demand is reported for sardinos,  Mustard sardines aro fast
suporeeding thoso packed in oil, and this yonr's domnnd for them is said to
bo at least twice ng great s last yenr's.

An iron syndicate is boing formed at Glasgow. Its succoss doponds
upon tho Clovoland iron moulders joining tho combiuation.

Ono of the German industries which scoms to have heon most benefited
by protection is that of iron and steol. A Gorman trade journal declares
that in 205 of the iron and steel establishments of tho ompire, cmployed
147,000 operatives, tho averago monthly wages has increased from 66.20
marks in Janunary, 1887, to G967 marks in 1888, The condition of tho
Gorman working classes has, morcover, in all ways improved.

It is cstimated thal Hutchinson cleatod about §3,000,000 out of his
Soptembor doal in wheat.

The Cookshire (). Mills Co, are domyg a very largo buriness in the Jumber
lino. Other industries arc springing up. This is an oxcollent location for
a pulp or papor mill, as a vory large nmount of wood could bo obtained, and
somo of tho finost springs of water for that purposoe are plentiful,
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THE VASINESS OF INDIA.

For 80 yoars, at least, writors have endeavored to bring home to the out-
side world a knowledge of thu vastness of India, but, so far as can bo
porceived, have failed. Tho aversgo man, says tho Fortniyhtly Review, rads
what thoy say, learns up their figures, tries to understand their descriptions,
but fails, for all his labor, to realics what Indix is—s continent largo as
Lurope west of tho Vistuls, and with 30,000,000 moro peoplo, fuller of
ancient nations, of varietics of civilizativn, of armies, nobilities, pricsthoods,
organizations of overy conceivablo purpose, from the spreading of great
roligions down to systematic murder. Thero aro twice as many Bongaleso as
there aro Frenchmen , the Hindustans, properly so-called, out-number the
whites in the United States , the Mahrattas would fill Spain, the peoplo of
tho Punjaub, with Seinde, are double the population of Turkoy, and I have
named four of the more silont divisions.

Everything is on tho same Lewildering scalo. Tho fighting pooples of
India, whoso males are as big as ourselves, us brave as ourselves, and more
rogardless of death thau ourselves, number at least 120,000,000, equal to
Gibbon's calculation of the population of tho Rowan empire. Thero aro
100,000 trained brown soldiers in native service, of whom wo hosr perhaps
once in 10 years, and at least 2,000,000 men who think their proper profes-
sion is arms, who would live by arws if they could, and of whom we in
Lngland nevor hear a word. If the I’russian conscription wore applied in
India, wo should, without counting reserves or landwohr, or any forco not
summoned in time of pence, have 2,500,000 soldiors actually in barracks,
with 800,000 recruits coming up every year—a force with which not only
Asis, but the werld, might bo subdued. Thero are tens of milliuns of
prosperous peasants, whoso hoardings make of India the grand absurbent of
the precious metals, tens of millions of poasants besides, whose poverty,
follahs or Sicillians or Copnought men, are rich ; mlhons of the artisans,
ranging from the men who build palsces to the men who, noarly naked and
without tools, do tho humblest work of the potter.

Every occupation which oxists in Eurupo oxists also m India. The
industry of the vast continent never ceases, for Indin. with a population in
places packed beyond European precedent, imperts cither nothing to ot or
drink, and but for the Eurvpeans would import nothing whatever. She
is suflicient of herself for averything save silvor. Amid these varied masses
these 250,000,000, whose varied descriptivns would fiil volumes, tho tide of
life flows as vigorously as in Europs. Thero 13 as much labor, as mnch
contention, as much ambition, as much crimo, as much variety of caroers,
hopes, fears and hatred. It is still pussible to a moneyless Indian to becomo
vizier of a dynasty o'der than histury, or finance ministor of 3 now prince,
whose porsonal fortune in hard cash is doublo that of the late Emperor
William, or the abbut ufa suunastery richer than Glastonbury ever was, ownor
of an estato that covers a connty, head of a firm whose transactious may vie
with those of tho Barings or Bieichroeders. Ouo map, Jjule Pershad by
namo, fed and transported the arwy which cunguered the Punjaub.

COMMERCIAL.

The volume of general trude during the past week has been fair but the
broken woather that has been experienced has rotarded country distribution
and has, thorefore created some complaint. Ou the whole thore has been,
novartheless, as large a movewont as was anticipated but no special activity
has beon developed in any quarter,

Payments aro in genoral fairly satisfactory and tho percontage of renvwals
sought is reported 10 ho relatively small.

The failure of a leading hardw.re firm in this city, which assigned this
week, took no one by surprise, as 1t has beon classed as * shaky” for two or
three years past.  Tho hoad ot this firm retired about a year sinco to accept

o civic position and this fact may havo hastonod tho ovent that was oven
thon inovitable. Want of capital is said to bo the prime causo of the rosult,
It is roportod that tho creditors will realizo but little from tho ostate to divide

or to quariel over detwoen thom. .
Bradstrect's ropo.% of tho woek’s failuros :
Week Prev. Weoks cormsp’ondlng to

Nov. 2, week ~—--Nov, do—m—n

Fallures for the year to date,
1888 1887 1886 1885

1888 1888 1887 1880 1883
United States. . 220 l‘..’08 207 218 170 8,204 7.025 8,625 0,660
Caoada........ G0 8 KA 20 2t 1,460 1,006 1,011 1,087

Tho following aro tho Assignmonts and Businoss Changos in this Pro.
vinco during the past woek :~A. A. Taylor, gonoral storo, Margarce Harbor,
succoodod by Daniol McNoil ; Thenkston, Angwin & Co,, hard ware, Halifax,
assigned ; Iliram B. Naid, joweller, Canning, roported to have left the
country ; Frank Gallant, hotel, Tignish, P, E. L., called mooting of creditors,
offeting to comprowmiso at 500, on § ; Uriah Mosher, Parker's Covo, assigned
to H I Gillies in trust for benefit of croditors ; Calvin Bishop, grocer,
Kentvillo, roportod to bo closing out business. . )

Dry Goops — The continued wot woathor has militatod sgainst now busi.
nees as tho country roads in many soctions have bocome almost impnssablo,
Travellers, however, in this proviuco returning home report that country
shopkoepers take a sanguine view of the businoss outlook during the coming
wintor, for tho resson that farmors as a rule have harvested thoir crops of
roots and coreals in good condition and have disposed of thom at satisfactory
pricos, This mokes money comparatively abundant in the country and
agriculturalists are botter ablo and more willing to invest it in dry goods then
is usually the case. . L.

Inox, Hanpwane axp Merars.—A fair inquiry continues for. pig iron
and a satisfactory amount of business has boon accomplished. Advices from
Glasgow report that a combination is about to bo formod of all the principal
English and Scotch makers in ordor to curtail the presont rate of production
and to put prices upcn a more profitable basis. It is cstimated that the
combined stocks of pig iron held in Glasgow and dedleeboroggh aggrogates
closo upon 1,600,000 tons, which is quite out of all proportion to current
requitewents, Cable quotations are as followa :—Glasgow, warrants 4ls.
6d. ; Middlerborough, No. 3 foundry G. No. B, 34s. 6d. ; London, spot tin
£102 7s, 6d., three months futures £102 178, 6d., market dull; Chili bars,
spot £78, futures £78, 10s. .

BreaDsTUFFS.—Owing to the decided weakness in the western markets,
which we aro forced by circumstancos to follow, au casier feeling has pre-
vailed, though prices have not been materially changed. Beerbohm's Cable
says :—* cargoos off coast, wheat strong, corn nil; do on passago and for
prompt shipment, wheat strong, corn firm, California \v.heat. off coast 43s.
to 43s. 3d. Liverpool standasd California wheat including club white 8s.
23d. to 8s. 33d. Australia whest off coast 43s. 4d.; futures 43s. 9d.
Wslla Walla whoat ofl coast 40s ; futures 4ls. 3d.  Liverpool, Cali
fornia whoat firm al 8s, 56id. November; 8s. 6id. December; 8s.
63d. January and Fobruary; do. mixed maize stesdy at de. 63d.
Novomber ; 4s, 7d. Decembor 6s. 7d., March 4s. 4d.” In Chicago there
was considerablo excitement and weakness and pricos steadily declined and
broke 43c. to Gc. Quotations are $1.15 Decembor, $1.13 Janusry, $1.16%
Msy. Corn was also weak in sympathy with wheat sud declived to 38%c.
Novewber, 38}c. Decembor, 38%c. May. In New York the wheat market
was woak and prices broke. Corn also was weakor and declined 3c. to e.
Oats thero wore 30c. Novembor, 31¢c. December, 32c. January, 34gc. May.
At Toledo wheat was active and very weak. prices dropping 23c. to 4c. Corn
was dull and stood at 42}¢ cash. May oats wero active and closed at 253c.
cash, Tho Dotroit and Milwaukee wheat markets wero dull and weak.

Provisions.—Tho local provision market was quict and little business
has beon accomplished, The demand for pork was slow and fow sales were
effectod, but prices have ruled firm. Thoro was little enquiry for lard al.so,
though pricos wore stoady. In the Livorpool market a stronger foeling
prevailed as to lard and bacon which advanced 3d. to 6d. Lard stood at
42s 3d, bacon 45e. 3d to 40s. 6d. Pork was firm at 80s. Tho market was
baro of tallow, In the Chicago provision market there was a weaker feeling
and pork declined 5c.to 124c., to 814 45 for Docomber, $14.72% Jaouary
sad $14 95 for May. Lard wss also weaker and dropped 7ic. to $8 073
Decrwber, 88 10 January ; 88,274 May. There has been a stronger tone to
the hog market and prices advanced 5¢. )

Burrer.—Tho warket has worn a very quiot aspect but prices hive
remanined eteady Of course choico brands always find their market but
second and inferior grades are difficult to place. Tho oxport trade of butter
from Montroal this scason as compared with the last shows a falling off of
45 106 packages, tho figures being 59,200 in 1887 and only 16,054 in 1888,
Hodson Brothers of Liverpool, G. B., report :—** A small but steady trade
passing in American and Canadisn at 80s. to 90s. according to qua}nty.
Finest Kiel, 1208 to 130s. ; Irish—Cork firsts, 102s. ; scconds, 97s. ; thirds,
87s. : fourths, 76s. por cwt.”

Cneese.—The choose market has somained very quiet. As s matter of
fact, thoro has beon no intorest in it, as business has continucd to be

unimportant,  Prices have remsined about steady, The time is approaching
whon those who dolight in such details will figure up the stock in hand,
and will tell us how litile wo have to starvo upon, but at prosent thoro are
Do rolisble data to go upon. Mr. Charles Bowles, cheeso factor, of London,
Eogland, who runs a market roport in the Grocer of that city, occasionally
indulges in editorial comments on tho cheeso trade. Ju the Grocer, of Oct.
13th, Mr. Bowlos addrosses tho roaders of that paper on tho subject of
cheoso as follows :—* Thero has boen a ring formed, and prices have haon
forcod up, but, as far as ¥ am concerned, I boliove prices will not be main-
tained, ns stocks arc large, and trado steady. My sdvico to my buyors is,
tako ouly what you require weokly ” Now, if this cditor and chuesemonger

had confined himsolf to simply quoting the market firm and advanciog, ho
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