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A BARR N T T implored, ber friend ta uudeceive bMi. Fildcw, but Cecilia had gont tao farA ~ R E N ,TLEta retreat. 14Not tilt the very day hie gSto ta Doctors' Commnons wifl 1
tell him," she aid ; Il it is to sweet ta me ta fel that I amn loved for niy.

(Gontisued.) self, and flot for my rnoncy, ta shlow of ruy undcciving him tilt týe last

"Have My tarnuly no more respect for me than, ont oftan aggregate in- moment. Re belicves that I have flot twenty sovereigna in the world, andi
corne of twcnty thousand a year, ta expeci nme ta )ive on, and be satisfied whcn I'm with him 1 try to fancy that 1 havcn't. 1 make believe to myseif
witb, a paltry six hundred. Are you aware, nradam, that the Earl of thât I amn as pnor as a church.mousc."1
Loushton's boots let water in, and that hie hamn't enongh money in his "lAh. it ina>, be pleasant ta play at being poor, just as children play at
purse ta pay for a pair of new one ?" 1being soldiers," said Mora, "lbut thec's nothing plessant about the reality."1

"lSa, sir, vre are getting al, your motives by degrees. Vois threaten us The two portraits .werc finished by this timie, as wcre also, the two
with thik niarriage uniess we agree ta bu>, you uo«." Academny pictures-Clem's and Tony Macer't-and the pair of thern sent

Thc cati laughed sikenty. I threaten yoià with notbing; I merc>, put in Then ensued a petiod of suspense before it was known what their fte
belote you à plain statement of tacts, and leave you ta draw what infer- woul<l bc.
tnce you please. Remember, pray, that it is you who have came ta me It was about this lime that 1dird Loughton's first visit ta bis wite took
and flot I who bave appealed ta you. Take back your six hîîndrcd a year, place. Clem forbore ta say anything ta bis father about bis love affairs,
madam, if it s0 please ycu ; 1 slial flot want for brcad and cheese, 1 dare and also bcggcd is inother ta kecp her own couniel in the matter. Ife did

say.'t not want ta proyoke any opposition fromn his father, which a knowleilgc of
For the first timle since the discussion begau, Mr. Fiicker uiow spoke. bis engagement probably would have donc. Silence was best tilt tht wud.

"If I remember rightly, rny lord, the nmount af incciîe suggested by you ding sbculd be close at baud. Meanwhile Cecilia tock te& with Mrs. Fil.
at our first meeting was twelve bundred a year-just double the sum yo dcw once a week.
ate now in receîpt of? If Liic famil>,, taking inao consîduration ai the cii- .CIem kncw notbing about tht long talks and discussions that took place
cumstances of the case, could se their way ta fait in wîîlî your first suges- in bis absence, chiefly concerning bouse.witery and the best mode of mak.

ti0 isteefo osbltta hs iqitn uo s ueîn inij a smail incrnse go as far as possible. Ht did flot know, and he would
lion' s1atie noaionilt alla ih rv ab ilot thestdsucigrmr rslcig hbave blushed if he liait knawn, how otten lie himmeit fornaed the topic af
foiMpdtin m atmna aline?"tpoet b ihu h:lgts conversation on such -occasions. To both these 'Inving hearta, ope youriz

'In olther words, Fiîcker, wouid flot a golden bullet bring down this and crie aid, lie wai tht dearest abject on earth ; why, then, should they
c<zard a onc and orevr ?"not talk about hlm? AUl Cleus kuew was that tht>, seemed ta agte ta-

Tht ghost of a smile flitted across the lawyer's hard-set face. Ilj gether remnarkably well. Hi& mother sometimes told him jokingly chat
umaning precisciy, rny lard." Cecilia was far tao good for hlm, fat beycnd hie deseits, and Cecilia otten

Il Weil, golden bulets are wonderful things, and reelly, now 1 coame ta asseverated that she onl>, tolerated hlm for tht sake of darling Mrs. Fildew.
tuink of it, 1 sbouldn't be surprisedl if, in the pre3ent case, one of tm, By an~d by camne pitasnt news. Bath Mr. Macer's picture and CIrdns
pro erly aimedi, were ta bave the effect hinted at b>, >y»." were accepted at thie Acadcmy. As soon as Cecilsa heard-this she went ta

ihe coun:ess glawered at, tht lawyer as though she could scarcel>, bc- l dea1er with whom she hiad liad some previaus transactions and instructed
lieve t evidence of ber cars. IlMr. Flickcr," she said, in bier most bini tu go on the privatc.vitw day and buy tht twa pictures for ber in bis
impetious wsy, "4may 1 ask b>, whose authorit>, you bave datd even ta own naine. Clera preised bier ta go *ith bitu on tht« opening. day, but,

hit ait a course which, if carrled out, would bc a disgrsce ta everybody knawingthat ber aunt wouid almost certainly be there, as well as a number
ccucerned r' cf ber acquaintances, site put ber lover off tilt later ln tht wêtk. Cîcu

413y lord," saîd Mr. Flicker, turning ta tht tarl, "I mâi I taire tht rescluteiy tetused ta go witbout ber. Ht heard that his pictre was soid,
hbety i akin tebe ermtte tahav Ile mnuts' rivte onvrsaionfor news of that kmnd soon finds ils way ta tht studios ; but thinking to

litbero ladshîg o p eritd hae?" Wnt riecnesto afford, Cecilia a plasnt surprise, lie said nothing ta ber about it. On the
IlCemtanly, Flicirer. zertainiy. l'Il go and havre a cigarette in the gar fanrth day tht>, went together. Ccliii, feeling sure there wouid bc savera

den. Toucb tht bell and send tht servant for me when you are ready." people there whom she kncw, w»s ver>, pWanly dred and wore a vel!.
Ând with that thre tarl strolled leis=rl>, out. As lie was shutting the door Shce would tain bave burried off ta tht picture the moment she entered the
lie heard the countcss say with much eniphasis, IlThat mn wiht be th building, but Clen,, catalogue in hand, persisted iu going ta work ln the
de"t of me." crthodox way.

At tht end ot ten minutes. a servanit came ti scarch ot hlm. lie tound '%Vhen at Iength they did reach it, tht>, found quite a littie crowd of pea
tht awyr aone "Wat as ecoe e he layshp ? li ased.pIe iu front of it. Cecilia pressed bier lover'u arm. IlWhether tht critiéa

"4She lma gant ta bier carniage. She is a grest age, and the interview apriaeorpiteorfttisqteedethtthgnrapui
bassomwba ired er tregtb I ave hoevc, ruchpîcsur l do, she whispered.

bu srmng ycu lord bep tattht in at-, 'oevr . uhpes n i I wauld be tht general public who weuld appreciate me if I were to
"Thatin your lçl dui lhattbht whaglnbuetfera. s rin fc-ý through a horse-collar at a far," whispered Cem, iu returu.

rissa Io" lIs mot ihai the trucat test cf appreclation ?" asked Cecilia intr<
«Itis so, =y lor." with brightened eyCs and qlowing checirs to tht tiny ticket stu&>in tbe
"Twelve?" fiane. For tefrt time sînce entering tebuilding she bad now throv

"Twi'ritsm lod.Aflr iis i resmewe etbackhber vta. CI=mthoughthe had neyer -seen ber look talovelas at
oun elve antt hs t art. an>, tin In êi prst e e one th t artofyu r that moment. .vl

oundes n te lst s t an :mtrionil itenion onthepanof our 11"You tee, dear, t= are stitl a few people iu tht worMd with mote
Ne1ntt at«"Pkr."ie o ywrdo otr n~,e mncy th= braurw," he saW, quiet>,. IlWhat would, become ef us pooe
Nos in once kaf#r, FIcr a I n et mryig min anrd afr oane what ce aainters if Providence had not kindi, arranged matters so ?*'

As sad oce efoe, amnota mMin ma, ad a inno antof IlI wonder what yeur secret admirer wouid sa>, if lie could hear yu
Mr. Flicirer rase, and pushed back bis chair. "AVWe are quite prepared 44sD Ute afset amier hes Is."tan i oroetini

ta take jour lordship's word in the niatter. I shall Isave the bonor of for- no ere asce die lte oi hn in o n hni
warding you a check as scon as I get back te tcwn." ne OUM.r. kwa h oetigista o wudtak i o?

The carl cxpressed his thanirs, and was going wîth Ficier to thie dor, '«> Fo easkngme w ba the't big hat myictwui tange bi for?"
when tht latter said, "Pardon me, y lord, but 1 thiair it would be as well "Fomr eubin fora b>, d t m ucae at1" itre agtmrrc n
not ta !et the counttss sec jeu aga. to-day. There îs a tendency te irrita-su ir.Bt hmargodmn"
tion of the nes-vous systeni, and 1 amn afiaid that your presence wouid hardly . As Cecilia said afterward ta Mors, "I was struck dumb. AUil iai 1
act as a sedatime" . could do w»s ta let mn> veit drap and moye en. lVhei 1 instructed Chcdý

The cari laughtd. "11Perbiapi you are righ t," lic salît. IlAnyhow, give ta bu>, the pictures for mie, I neyer dreamed that frei cause se simple ai
mylove ta ber, and tell ber that 1 hope ta visit ber belore long at Iting- event no dire wauld spring. Peihapa it is fortunate for us that we Caus

woo>,p rareiy foret &Il the conseqtuences; of eut actions!"
Mr- ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~~~I FhSraei u ed srpyn htleke etr~upposing for a momnt," said Moral siji>,, " that the glft of fe

Mre liv er an>, k suh es a simly Thena tr shoo bads wibhlm, an '0t kncwledge had been jours ini ibis case, would yorî ai wouid joa net Ldélve an sch euge.Thn te pt] sookha& wtbhim ad teybought tht picture ?" c
patted. Cecilia gazed silcat>, out oftht window fer a few moment&. 44I

CHAPTER XV. kxiow wbat 1 shouid have donc," she said at Iast "i certain>, obec
CICcLlA 721ILOSOPIZES be xnarried, at rnidsummer, but, on tht other band, if Clem's pictureha

The courtahip, ot Cecihia Collunipton andi Clemment Fildew progressed as been solît, what a disappointment il would have been te him."
aucb aus generahlly do progresa. Esdli of their meetings w»s looked for- "lBut wbat a surprise wheu tie fimd% eut who tht purchaser as II
yard to as àn event of immens importance, fat the lie being quite dwarf- diThat lie shail never find eut tilt ve art married, net if k'.f a
ing iuto insignificanc &Ut other occupations and - engagements. Betweea yeats fit.t Wcll, we 'went next and ao<iked at, Mr. maces picture.
tuses Uic>, aecued te thinir et little or .nothing but whal, tht>, hat said4 ta veril>, believe that Ciemint w»s fat better plcascd that bis friend's
tacli other ai theii hast meeting, snd what mught possibly be nid ai their ehould bave found a purchaser ibmu zhat bis owa bad Anyhow, lie lm
neit. Tht>, met twice a week, sol times for an hour oni>,, sometimes for a such higb spirits that wheu we Ici: tht Academy bce insisteti on arhai
wholc deliclous evcning. Oftcncr ibmn that Ceccliii coùld not have Sot a hansoro and going ta leck at two- cmpty bouses trai lie had, scn -a
away from home wlîhout exciting ber aunt's suspicions. MiS Itrawne was îised in ont cf the newpapems Ont of tht boume was al, Havetutock
now back at Cadoçan Place She usuahi> accompanied ber friend ta thethie-other at Cauden Town; suburbs oi London, bath of theni, hic
trysting-place, which was the corner ot a quiet s4reet leadiug out of a cer- kncwn ta we cri>, b>, naine. Tht reit of bath bouse was tht
tain ceceiii, and ihen, after walkzng wrtb the pair of loyers for a short six:>, pounds a year. 1 told Clement that 1 theught we could do
distance, she wo>uId lcavc ilheni and go back home. Glrment, of course, bouse at a mucli lms rent thum thai, &M bcgged of him Mfloe go
stili bclicved lIai Ceclla tvrs Hmer and Xors Cedlla. Miss Browrit oflen his means."


