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qftéstion is difficult, as tho results in the | to bistory can be given to those who broach

saveral Piovinces of the Dowinion were not
whtical, There were groat dillerences
befveen the regunents, some comparing
vafy favourably with the best of the militia
of\England, others inferior, in the matter of
tyatning to tho very worst. It would be of
liMle nvail to eriticizo sharply where the
cullies to bo contended with areso great,
o where those who have overconie them
debervo much pralse. Tho most noticeable
psint wastho apparent ignorance, in some
Imstances, of the oxistence of faulls which
wohld attract the attention of all who aro
cversant with military affairs; thoreby
fofeing the conclusion that unless some pat-
tarh should oxist to which the regiments
n¥ght conform, oficers and mnn would be
uMware of their shortcomings; and grad-
udly, but surely, the eficiency of the whole
face would yearly doteriorate. The second
question involves s¢ many considerations
thut its solution canmot be given in any
dégmatic form, but may receive an an-
swer from thoteachings of history, and from
i example of other nations. ‘I'o ravert to
fimt principles,—For what is a Military Force
required? First. to defend the country
agdinst external foes; Secondly, to actasa
1at resource in maintaing the power of the
law; ‘I'hirdly, but far in the background, to
béw symbol of the state which portains to
allmations aspiring to rank us such among
théir compeers.
JNow tho first and most important requisite
of it military force depends so entirely on
tht¢ position of the country to which it be
lorigs in regard to its neighbors, thatitis
impossible to consider it abstractedly, and
consequently the case ay regards Canada
must present itself per scin respect to the
question at issue. This great and growing
Dominion streatching from the Atlantic to
the Pacific, bounded on its southern tfrontier
bythe United States, and extending north-
wards into the forests and deserts of the
Arctio rogions, comprises a population of
not more than 4,000,000 of which by far the
greater porlion reside batween tho south
ezdtern shores of Lake Huron and tho At-
lantic. Putting aside therefore the Province
of 7British Columbia, which if war were to
break out must rely for its defence on other
help than could be furnished from Canada;
and the newly settled Provinco of Manito-
ba; which, borderingon a country almost as
thinly populated as itself, bas at present
more to fear from Indians, or the lnwless
hunters and traders of the west, than from
o ragular enemy, what may bo called Canada
iréper aad the Martime Provinces remain to
{)eldcalt with, ‘Theso present a frontier,
cofitiguous to the United States of about one
thousand (1,000) miles, whilst along the
const many harbours, for the most part
cJosed during tho winter morths furnish
shelter for shippingand points of defenco in
cadeof war, ‘Ihe only enemy that appears
tikoly seriously to threaten Canadais her
Y’O\Verful and now friendly neighbors the
nited States of America. There, in con-
tradistinclion to the condition of Europe,the
military force is reduced very low, the total
nbmber of regular troops being about 30,~
000, scattered for the most part on the In-
dig» frontier; whilst since the great civil
war, the Militia and Volunteers which con-
stijuted on cither side tho vast mojority of
the army have received but little trainng.
Ix fact the aspect]of affuirs appears so peaces
ful that some mey be tempted to question
the necossity on the part of Canada of keep-
ing up any military force, and to ask why
tho money so x:ipplied should not rather be
.amployed in eveloPing the resounrces of
he conntry, No reply excopt a referance

such opinions. ‘I'here, however, tho less-
ons havo been so often repeated that they
may be considered as coaclusive. Periods
of peace have never continued for any
length of time, and clear as the political
horizon now is, there are atill clouds no
larger porhaps thana man's hand which
may be seen by thoso who aro not dazzed
by its brilliancy. Oa t'e other hand, the
smaliness of tho forco at the disposal of tho
United States, pertnita her neighbour to
disponse with all but & skoleton of an army,
suflicient to be a nucleus of a larger force in
tho event of war, and adapted for the minor
but still necessary purposes already indicat-
ed. \What description of force is best suit
ed for these requirements is the question at
issne.

As long as a garrison of Imperial toops re-
mained in Canada (for the presont small
force at Halifaxis far too foeble even to man
its forts, and thereforo cannot be counted
for the defence of the country generally) the
Aotive Militia formed the s~coned line,
whilest the main body of enrolled men was
available as a resorve. The regular troops
furnished also a standard to which the mili-
tia wers bound as far as possible to conform,
and the several stations where thoy wero
quartered served as schools at which its offi
cers and non-commissioned officers might
acquire the rudiments of instruction and
become imbued with a proper military
spirit. With the departure of the Imperial
troops these advantages have disappeared,
and although it may truly be said that o
great and growiag nation such ss Canada
now 18, will feel its responsibilities and act
up to them, and will even by relylng on its
own strength increase in vigor when the
artificial supports aro witihulrawn, yet
tho difficulties engeudered by the ab-
sence of all professional soldiers must
be faced, and the want they supplied
be met, by some well degested plan.
Thero is o feeling in the Dominion
that the present militia system admirable in
its conception, and good in mauny of its de
tails yet scarcely fulfils the expectation on-
tertained when it was first framed, and that
the time has come [or a modification ol some
of its features. ‘T'o suggest any allernations
without first stating tho grounds for so
doing, would be prosumptuous, and it is
oanly by appealing to the teaching of recent
events on both sides of the Atlantic, that
any opinions that may be urged would
morit consideration.

‘The tirst instance that oocursis that of
the United States when the great war of
1861 broke out, and when the nation divided
into two hostile camps stroveto put forth its
whole strength either for aggression or de-
fence. Previous tothat event but a very small
regular force had been maintained ; bat the
severel States had organized a system of
militis, somo States cxcalling others in mili-
tary ardour and conscquently in the number
and efliciency of their troops, War commen- |
ced, large armies were organized, the small
regular forco furnished officers as far asit
was able to do 80; but on both sides during
tho first campaign, the troops were little |
better than armed mobs. The result was
that the war was greatly prolonged, and
much uscless slaughter of men and expendi-
ture of money were thoresult. It is almost
certain that il either sido had possessed but
a small body of well disciplined troops to
leaven tho larger masses, the battle of Bull's
Run would have resulted in tho capture of
Washington or Richmond, according to the
woight thrown into tho scale by the sogular
troops. It was only gradually that the

billigeronts fully recognized the fact that

tho military profession meant morethan the
mero wearing of uniform. The regular offi-
cers were, at the commencement of tho war,
looked upon with jealousy and their opin-
ions regarded as the results of professiinal
pedautry, Gradually, however, public foel
ing on this point changed, and itis a remark-
able fact that with scarcely sn exception no
officers acquired any wide renown on eithor
sida oxcopting thoso who had been educated
in the United Stales rogular armv. fhis
example is cited as showing that principles
rocognized in Europe have been proved by
practice as applicable to the condition of
society on this side of the Atiantic.

‘T'o tako more recent instances, the téack
ing of the Inst wars in Europe sppears to
point to two great results. One is that mo-
dern armies will in future be of vast size and
beyond the possiblity of being maintained at
full efliciency during times of peace, can-
sequently the greater portion of the forco
will partako of the character of Militia. The
second is, that theso short service men, and
whon the reserves aro callod oui, thoso
soldicrs who have roturned to civil life, re

niro Lighly educated officors and thorough

1y « nod non commissioned officers to lead
theia in timo of active service. This is the
system approved of in tho most highly or-
ganized of European armies, where the short
servico regular toops, and the landwahr are
officered by men whohave received consider-
able professional instruction,®

Now, to advocate for Canada any plan ap
proaching to that which prevails in Germany
would be manifestly absurd ; as,happily, tho
political condition of tho iwo nations, in ro-
gard to the necessity for military prepara
tion, is as different as it well can be: whilst
an attempt to enforce compulsory service in
Canada wouid, even if it wore spproved by
the peoplo through their representative,
tend to injuro tho prosperity of the country
by tho check it would cause to emigration.
‘The instance is merely quoted to show the
opinion held in the m)st military pation in
Euw upe of 1tho necessity of training for thoso
who aspire to lead troops, whether as offi-
ceis or in tho lower grades.

The inference to be drawn from thein-.
stances quoted would appear to be—That a
small force, well trained, and officered by
men who havo learned their profession, has
become n necessity for Canada; this force
being intended to serve as a training school,
and as a standard of comparison for the real
army of the country—i.c,, the Active and
the Keservo Militia.  An arguement may be
raised against this schome, on the ground
that the Imperial forces, although removed
from tho country,would, in theevent of war,
supply skillod officers to train the militia;
and that consequently the expenso which
the small force hero proposed would noces-
tilate, might bo an unnecessary burden on
the recources of the country. To thisit may
bo replied,—That a war that would involve
Capada in serious hostilities, would ba also
ono which would tax to their utmost the
resources of Great Britian, both in officors
and men. IHer own reserveo forcos would re
quire & supply of trained officers, and it
would bo diflicult to provide sufficient young
and energotic officers and non-commissioned
officers for her increased needs. The most
that Cunada could oxpect, irrespective of
any troops that might be sent to her aid,
would bo a staff'; and, as 2 mattor of course,
« supply of the material of war.

*NoTk.—In arccent roport on tho Swissdilitia,
whoro ils many shortcomings xu‘od)olnuyd out, it
is recognized as o fact by alt whoadvocato rrrnrm{
that o civic forco requires A thoroughly traiuod

professtonal army.
f(To boe continued.)
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