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THFE, THREE BELLS.

The following poem by Whittier which will
appear in the Aidantic for September refers tothe
well known rescue of the-crew of the San Fran:
cisco, with United Btates troops on board, bound-
for Calitornia, ingDecember 1833, and from sink-
ing in mid ocean, by Captain Leighton of the Eng.
1lish ship Three Bells. Unable to take them out
in the night and storm . he stood by them unfil
morning, shouting to them from time to time
through his trumpet, * Never fear, hold on, I'li
stand by you.” :

. THE TIiREF BELLS.
Beneath the low hung night cluod. -
" “That mkeg;l 1h°:e s&g{g}tsloev ;nut
- Tk‘i‘%ﬁmf lenk gained fastl <
Over the awful ocean o
' ‘Her:signal guns pealed out,
- D%arx(') ! was that thy answer,

‘the horror round about ?
i ;}\Jg&a‘b%nxe;(x\lowt'\”éyg wild wind, -
v ol sht QY ¢ $ ey s
7 Durstott Thres Bell orél’aégow
" . Sball stand tili daylight by ! ;

‘ ﬁgur'xftér ﬁt:‘ur cil'e;;t sloﬁly,
et on.t eaving swalls -
T etfu n’d downgt.he gh!p-!ight.s" :
X euggts of the Thrae Bellg?;,

‘ hg& s%ip- to #hi l:)mgetugnm,
: _answered back. to man,
. Whilg &I{' to cheer and hearten,

. The Three Bells nearer ran ;
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And the.captain from hen taffrail
Sent.dewn this hopeful ery,
¢ TuKe heart, hold on ”’ he.shouted, -
« The Thrpe Bells shal] sjand hy,”

: Al night across the watgguz;f :

" The logsing lights shone tléar !

" Alhight from reellug taffrdil. -~ .
: The;Three Belig sent her cheer., .

"+ And when the dreary witches ..
Ofstorm and darkness passed,
Just as the Wreck furched undef,
All souls were saved at last.

Sziu on, Ti;r?e Bells, ;oreggr,

n grateful memory.sail :

Ring‘on, Three' B ‘?eo?géscuc,
Above the wave and gale !

.As thine, in night’s rude tempgst,

I hear the Master’s cry, )
AnA tokaingith h the.darkne:r,
The ltghts of God drawW nigh.
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Rather more than a year ago we gave an
account of the military,organization ofCana.
da, and of the eftorts she was making toren-
der herself indepenent. of arny permanent
assistanee; fromx the molber country. - Since
we lasp, wrote on, the subject, the qmjnidp
has been thrown almost entirely on its own
resources, for the whole'of the regular-forces,
saveismallportion constituting the garrisop
of Halifax.has now l{e‘en ‘?t}l(hfuwu fram _;he
colopy.. [The.result js by np means that
c%ni‘é'ﬁs%é’rexciwss. - T«g qlslg thd Wordsof
the Adjutant:Geéneral of Militia in:wiiting of!
Quebdo «awd: Kingatoa—The British: flag
that floats @ver, those strongholds is as vigi-
lantly guarded, and. the morning gum as
regularly fired, by’ the' Dominion Militi Ar-
tillery Corps, wiio have replaced the regular
troops ot:those stufions for garrison duty.
The.Cenedigng have.only seen in the depar-
ture of‘}geg eral.fropps an argument for
increased exertiop, and for'developing and
perfectivig “thelr artangenients for defence.
T'he omog I'vaport of the militia for the mil-
tary yeag 1871 2 ghows thay:marked progress
has been made bplh as regnrds numbersand
efficiency. At the last'enroiment in 1869,
the enrolled reserve militia,comprising every:
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~| schools of artillery under the command  of

‘two days. each troop acoaipplishing on an

694.008. There is, it is true, a slight falling
off in the paper etrenglh of the active militia
which at the close of 1870 was 44,510,
while on December, 31st, 1871, it was
43,174,  We fancy, however, that this
decrease is more nominal than real, and
thut many of the 1,345 men who muake
up the difference existed only on puaper. It
is ¢ertain. that in 1871 the training was fat
more sytematic and extensive than it had
been previously, Out of the total number
borne on the rolls of the Active Militia at
the close of the military year 1871-72, 34.-
414 officers snd men underwent the annual
training, of whoin 22.544, with 1,996 horses,
were assembled at brigade or division camps

| of exercise for sixteen days’ continuous drill,

and ‘wére paid and supplied as on actualser-
vice; 5.210 officers and men,with 319 horses,

- .| were assemnbled in camps for eight days’
| traiping, being paid and supplied under or-
A dinary regulations ; while 8,760 officers” and

men peformed the annual drill at corps’]
heallquarlers, of, in case of many gar:
risoh batteries, ‘at certain forts where they
were put through s short course of gun.drill
and practice. ~ Hitherto these latter Luve
been chiefly trained as infantry, but in I871.
the gervices of oompetent ex-officers und
nén-commissioned officers of the Royal Ar-
tillery baving been obtnined, the gurrison
batteries have been trained to the use of.
their proper. arms, and have fired the regu-
lation allgwance of shot and sheil. The
field batteries have also received dae gun:
nery instruction. A great step’in advance
has been taken by the establishment of two

specially trained officers of the Royal Artil-
lery. . 'lyhpg_e schools have not only been em- |
ployed for purpases of instruction, but a6
as permanent garrison batteries to guard cer:
tain forts hithe’rf,&;’_o'csg;iied 'l.)y the me)e|~i@£

\roops. e 8 S
_ The Bugineera,are few in, pumbey: ind
have gcarcely. ;;eqéi’ve%; any - instrifction 'in’
their special duties. It is proposed, how-
ever, that in fubure -instruction shall be
given at the gynnery schools. "7 . * %
The proportion of cavalry is as :small as
that of Engineers, there being anly otieregi-
ment, five squadrons, and niue independént
troopg—giving. a total -of 1571 officers
and . men—in. . the, whole ' Dominion.

o The.inerense -Gf this arm and jts ‘organi-

zation in district regiments’is snggesied.” Tt
is also.urged that, as is recommendéil in the
case of artillery, the training shoult: be ex-
tended to thirty Awg. duys, and’ {fab. the
horses should be enrolled. -That the cavalry
is however; very efficient, even under the’
pregfnt .cqnditions, . may be gathered froin.
the faps that- the New, Brunswick regiment
marched from its headquarters into camp'in

average eighty miles, including the distapce
between tropp.and zegimentil headquarteys.
The ipfantry, fonsigts of 636 compapies in 16
batt's, and scveral independent companies.
The great efect in this branch of the service
- cansists in the weakness of ‘the  companies,
whieh 'number.rathe{r uiyder.56 men eacly on
an averags, and in the -Tuct that there ‘gre
many independent companies, aud that byt-
-tulions are comsequently too spall many
battalions at the annyal training only turn-
ing out about 250 or 260 strong. ~ The'inen’
are, ‘however. fairly ‘drilled. ,well -armed,.
clothéd and- equipped, and remarkgble for .
their discipline. In the coursé of a few yeéars

this arim canuot fail to be at all eventsbigh-
1y efficient as regayds ofticers,far the schools |
‘of instruction.of which there are four turnél

‘oyt in 1871, 315 caundidates for commissions.

man liable Lo militsry service, numbered
$56,066 men, . Tn 1871 it had increased to

Of these 42 obtained first-class, and 273 sc-
cond-glags gertificates, ,

itactics conseque
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But the Canadian militury authorities are
by no means content with imparting merely
theoretical instruction. For all over the:
country troops were assembled in camps and -
practised in field manceovres. It is to the
credit of the officers commanding that these
mangeuvres were carried on in such a man- -
peras to prove that the changed condions
of modern war,. and the modifications in
ly rendered necessary, are
as fully recognized in Canada as in the most
advanced school in this country. Nor were
the Canadian Militia altogether without ex-
perience in earnest campaigning. In the.
beginning of October 1871 the distant Pro-
vince of Manitoba was disturbed by a Fenian
invaston, and the Government consequently
determined to send a reinforcement of 375!
officers and. men to strengthen the small
force occupying Fort Garry.  On the 12th
Oc¢tober, the Adjutant General received the
order, a'{6rée wus promptly raised, and -on "
thre 151}'of the foltowing month the expedi-
tion reached ‘its destination,  huving thus
accomplished at an unfavouarable season of
thie yedr, in less than one month a journdy
for Which the previous expedition had re :
quired three ménths, e AL
The great difficulty which ‘the Uanadian
Government has to fuce is that of vblunteer-
ing.  Itseems that this method of keeping -
corps complete is nearly worn out, many -
captains finding it necessary, “to: the great '
detriment of discipline, personally to entreat
men to join., There is also this great evil,
that as long as the voluntary sy stem lasts,it
is often necessary to granj commissions to
incompetent men solely ‘on social grounds. -
Besides, the willing men have become some:. '
what tired of taking -on themselves a duty.,
which ought to be shared by all; and though
a certajn number of re éngageménts’ for, & °
gecond period do occur, they will, itig'ex
peeted, soon cease:  Such being the casg, a
strong feeling, shared by the Adjutant Gene: -
ral, bimseif, 18 growing up that the time has .
arpived for making service in the Active
Militia compulsory. The obligation indeed -
already exists, but the law has not yet been:
put in force. It is, however, certain that a
changein thisrespect will soon take place,and - .
wheu i} does,the military position of Canada
will be strong indeed. Even without reckoti”*
ing British Columbia, where the reservé:
Militia system: is only now being introduce8,’
the Dominion numbers nearly 700,000 men
between the ages of 18 and 60 liable to mili.
tary service. In the course of six'‘years a‘
large proportion of :these will: hive passed:
through the Active Militia—already indeed.-
many have done so—and will be thus fairly
trained soldiers.  Even as it is, 30,000 men, |,
thoroughly fit to take the fleld,could he asem- *
bled at any point on the frontier within four
or five days, and these would have in syp---

Tport a reserve of about 670,000 men,af whom .

13.000 men would belong to the . Active
Mititia. Nor have the authorities contentéd
themselves with a mere vague enactment '
that every man between the ages of 18 and
60 is liable to serve when called upon to dp -
80; but the whole of the reserve militia 'is
enrolled by districts, and there is 4 perman-
ent recruiting staff of officers whose sole dudy -

‘Lis .to forward - the number of men required.:

'Indeed in this particular the Canadiany seem -,
to huve borrowed from the Germans. It
might be-as well were we to take a hing from
our colony. . There is at present in England:!’
‘o strong but;, we believe, duily diminishing -
-objection to universal liability to wilitary.
'service.  That it will be necessary ere long .
"to have recourse to it we can soarcely doubt.

:Until, however, we learn, with or without

the lesson imparted by a Jena or a Sedan, -
what is the only sound principle of- national .



