an

and there is very little prospect of their
withdrawing the obnoxious claims. Un the
other hand the Imperial Govirnment have
notificd the United Siates of their oljection
to the consideration of these «lirzs, and
Mr. Gladstono stated in the House of Com

mons that his Government would remain
firm in tho posicion they had taken in re

gard to those claims.  So the matter stanls
at present. Whilo there is very little din

ger of the difliculty leading to wir, every
one will watch the progress of the matler
with anxiety.— Ingersoll Chronicle.

Tug Gexeva  AnpithanioN.—Tho la[!.y
soundiag title of * Tho Joint UHigh Commis
sion’ is already assumung the phascof a
misnomer, if we are to judge Ly the utter-
ance of the leading organs of public opinion
in England. Low Joint Commission would
seem to be the more appropriate so rapidly
is it sinking in popular estimation. When
the Alabama claims treaty was first publish
ed, not enough could be s1id in praise of
the Commission by the journalisticadvocates
of the poace at nny price policy, Canadian
interests were sacriticed by the Fisheries
clauses, but what of that trifling objection ?
The interests of the Colonies mustalways be
treated as subordinate to Imperial policy, es-
pecially on questions which might involve
the ultimatum of peace or war, ThoGeneva
Conference, hosvever, bad scarcely had time
o acsemble and commenced deliberations
on the liability of Great Britain for the de-
predations of tho Southern Cruisers than, as
if by magic, tho discoyery was madc that our
Yankee cousins had again sold the British
Commissioners, and got them intos fix
which they can hardly get out of without
surroudering the just riglits and honor of
the British nation, A Telegram from lon-
don, dated Feb. 3rd, brings the astounding
information that Chief Justice Cockburn has
counselied the Gladstone Cabinet that
England must recede from the Ireaty of
Washington ir.mediately, leaving America
to decide between a new treaty and war, the
advico torepudiate the treaty being based
upon the claims put forwanl by the repre-
sentatives of the United States at the Con-
ference for indirect damages, above and be-
yond the ascertained losses inflicted by the
Alabama and her consorts, such as thecost
incurred by the American Governmeat in
pursuit of those cruisers. and others cqually
untenablein the opinion of the English ex-
pounders of the obligations of International
Iaw. Wo are afraid, in tl-e first place, that
tho news is tod good to be true, thatit has
been manufactured asa fecler for public
sentiment, and that the English Government
1s 50 inextricably committed to the treaty
that she will submit toany penalty :lmost
rather than revice the ant-British fecling
in the Upiled States. Such too appears to
bo the opinion at Washington, whonce
comes the information that the Government
has no information which excites feais that
tho Geneva Arbitration will fail of its object
notwithstanding the comments of the
London press respecling the American
statement of tho case before that tribunsl,
and it is plainly stated that in commission-
ing the ‘-High Commission,” Queen YVic
toria pledged her royal word that whatever
xlw’xn% should be transacted and concluded
by her Ifigh Commissioners should be
agreed o, acknosvled god, and regulated by
herin the fi..est manner, and that she
would never suffereither intwholo orin part
auy person whatsoever {o infringe tho same
or act couttrary thereto, as far as Iay in hier
power.

This very appea), however, leads to the
suspicion that the American Government is
quits aware thatit has gonebeyond the in-
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tent and meaning of the tiraly, by advam etmen lousls. It o5 possible the British
ing its propustervus claims fur allindirector| sovernmcat iy propose some less dis.
constructis e < uanages in accordanco with thoy graceful  setticinent of the (pretended)
doctriuc lai.l down in Congress by. Mr. Sum-j ** Alabams chums  thin that now under
ner. It cannot be ignorant thil the Queen | consudersuon ; but wo tchne to think unt,
and her Ministry would buth L powerless| at List, the Bitish blood ssup and will stand
to compel the ratificition of a treaty ombrac | no mure nonsense.  Undoubte:lly treat
ing such dishonoralle conditivns if the pub ) Bitun will not go Lo aaraf 1t can bo aveden
lic voice refused, throughits representatives | with auy semblancs of honor ; and the Uni-
in Parlinment, to be Lound therchby. and; ted States, notwithstanding demonstrations

that in all probability the Treaty of Wash
ington in that case would bo repnliated by
England in the samo way that tho Congress
of the United States repudiated some years
since tho Treaty of Ghent. erhiaps vut of

this unforscen difficulty Canada muy yot,

zather hor advantage and save her Vishiaiies.
—Bramplon Times.

Tie Wasmautos Theatr.— Pho teicgrams
recoived from England and the Umted
States within the last few days, on the sub
ject of the Washington Treaty, are exciting.
\WWe haveoften folt constrained to say that
this Treary was tho most dishonorable to
Great Britain—the most utterly disgracaful
that any negotiators on the partof that
country had ever entered into, It now
seems that the press and people of Biitain
are, with very remarkable unanimity, arnv
ing at the same view of the case.  Whilst it
was supposed that Canada alone wastfo be
the victim and the scape goat, the Treaty
read all right in the eyes of the Gladstonian
Whig Radicals of England. The london
Times could cooly tell us that we should
calmly acquiesce in giving away ** the price-
less heritage of our Fisheries™ for the
“ general good.” But when it comes out
that the Treaty which, ungestionably and on
tho faco of it, proposed to rob Canada, is
also constructed to mean ademand upon
Great Britain to hand over some six hundred
million dollars—§600,000,000—to the modest
Yankees, tho Iines and all the rest of the
English press are indignant. It is noivsecen
that tho Treaty effocts British pocketsand
with a vengeance. For tho man who could
read the Washington Treaty and suppose for
a moment that the Tnited States would not
make such a monstrous demand as they
have made, wecan entertmin no moro res-
pectinl feclings than thatof utter contempt.
The idea of men who have read history—
who are familiar with the former Treaties
and diplomatic relations between Britainand
the United States, supposing that any result
of the Geneva Arbitration which would
satisfv the latter couatry could bo other
than an eternal disgraceto the former! Une

to tho coutrasy, will not do so underany cir-

cumstances.
[ Thank furtuaue, huaever, the Waslungton

Treaty is as dead as above sanl. For the
reputativn of humamty and out of regard
£, the Llushies of the pusterity of all those
, Whae were sn any way concerned in framing
i 1t, it i3 to be regretted that all records of 1t
could not be remuved fruom the aunals of our
time. — Acadian Ke.oi der.

The Ariny ana Nary Gazette seferring to
the new Regulations issued regarding the
practical training of Staff oflicers says:
“ They will bo scarcely less interesting (o
that very large portion of the English pub-
lic who now devote so much attention {0 all
those reforms and changes which are intend-
ed 10 mcrease the efficiency of our army. 1t
may be sard that stafl officers are the brain
of an army. Any humau frame, however
gigantic and scemiugly powerful, is really
unothing but a mass of useless matter ua-
less it possesses brain power to dircet its
force ; so anarmy without a general staft is
unwieldly and helpless—the greater its sizo,
the greater its helplessness. After the
Crimean war it was felt that sometbing
should be done to improve the general
stafl, and to cnsure a special and, to a cer-
extent. a scientific education among all ofhi-
cers thus employed, while, at the samo time
1 practical qualiticztionswould not be ignored.

The Staff Collego twas formed very much on
| the model of the Frenchi. After ten years
trial the results wero pronounced to o not
altogether satisfactory. A royal cous aussion
was appointed to consider the entiro subject
of military education, and the Staff College
was included in the scopo of its cnquiries.
All the geneml officers examuned by the
commission, with ono exception, pronounced
the Stoff College to be a failure ; they com-
plamed that its students were book-worms
rather thaun practical soldiers— estunable,
zcalous, but not half as uselul or practicalas
the fox-hunting rough and ready soldiers of
bygone days. The commission abolished
thesystem of personal competition; they

cannot wonderat the Halifax Colonist and, did endeavor to make the instruction at the
suchliko weaklings that cling to Sir John; cullege more practical ; and nowa final cf-
A, McDeaald’s skirts so supposing; butthat fort has been made by the Ragulations just
men who aro called statesmen aud that jour , published, to render atl staft officers ac-
nals tpon whose utterances tho whole world | gqusinted withallarmz of theservice.”
waits with interest, should stultify them- -
selves with such a dolusion, isZalmost incre , 3 Licutenant-General Von Storschie, the new-
dible. It would be difficult to find such an ; ly appomted munter of the German navy
other instance of infatuation. ccanpies the same relativo position to Bis.
It isall overnow, however. The telegrams, mark, as Delbruck, the Minister of State.
to which wo bave referred, do not contamn, Therewith, the appointmentof von Storsche
many words ; but they comp-.isea great deal to the mimstry becomes more a matter of
of meaning. The **Washiogton Treaty ™ is; forrs.  1le also does not draw the income of
as dead_as Balloghlannogh,  Tocre will, of | & Prussian or Germxn minister, but ranksin
course, be moroe words about it; but they, this with Delbruck, for whom the efaf speci-
will end wherethey began. This cannot L., fies &%) thalers, but half of thesalary of Ger-
other than acause for congratulation 1o alv; man mnnters.  the functions. as far as re
true hoarted Canadians, for although a few, lates to the nght of public law, are the same
toadies of tho McDonald Government piped | as those of the plenipatentisnics of k- Bun-
up with their puny voices in praise ot the, desrath.  Ju is apparent that Ly this ap-
Treatly, the great body of tho people felty pointment of a special naval minister, the
that by it they were wronged, insulted and, terman marine will acquire new importancs
disgraced. and, therefore, the separation of the ad.
Already thero is much talk of war. We] ministration of marine atfairs from those of
anticipate nothing of tho kind. Doubtless; the war departments wilt bo hailed through.
thero will bo what Fluellan called * pr:n-ox out Germany as a~ound and sensitle act of
vords.” The United States will threaten progeoss.




