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CHARITIE,
Taiw, beams of mornlag are renew'd,
The valley laup}l:\ thelr light to see ;

And carth §s bright with gratitude,
And heaven with Chalﬁle.

Oh, dew of hearen ; oh, Tight of eatth ¢
Faln would our hearta be All'd with thee,

Beounie nne darkness ¢omet, noe dearth,
Ahaut the howe of Chartitle,

God guides the stars thelr wendering way,
1le tecans Lo cast their courses free,

Bar bicds unto 1limsell foc aye
And all thefr chalns are Charitle.

When finst I[J steetchd the signed 2ane,
. And hean'd the hills and bare’d the sea,
Then Wisdony sat beside {3 throne,
Bt 11is own word was Chantie,

And still, theough every age and hour,
Of things that were and things that Le,

Are breathed lbedumte and the power
Of evezlasting Charitle,

By noon and night, Ly tun and shower,
By dews that fall and winds that flee,

On grove and ficld, on fo'd and Rower,
Is shed the peace of Charltie,

‘T'he violets llr_h! the lonely hlif,
The frultful furrows load the lea |

Man's heart alone s sténte still,
For lack of lowly Chatlile,

Ile walks a weaty vale within—
No larap of love {1 heart hath he 3
lis steps are death, his thoughts are sin,
For lack of genile Chaitle,

Daughter of Beaven t we date not Jift
The dimneas of wur eyes to 1hee )

Oh | pure and God.descended gilt 1
Oh'1 spotless, perfect Chathile!

Yet forasmuch thy brow 1y cront

With blood:drops from the deathful tree,
We take thee for our nly trust,

Oht{ dying Charitle ! .

Ahbt Hope, Endurance, Failb—ye 2il like death,
BBat Love an evetlasting crown recciveth
Fot abe §s Hope, and Fortitude, and Faith,
Who all things hopeth, beateth and Lelleveth,
JeAn Ruskin,
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THE BLDERSHIP—A CRITICISM,

BY REV. DR, JARDINE, hROCKVILLE, ONT.

Tux question of the constitution of a Christian
Church and the pasition of its office-bearers is
deemed by many to be of very small importance,
And especially we.of the Presbyterian Church
can honestly say that it has always taken a very
subordinate position {n out Church's thoughts.
There are so many othér matters of Christian
life and work, of doctzine and practice, of such
vastly higher moment that the subject of :eccle.
siastical -constitution is sent far vinto the back.
ground. And yet when we look abroad among
the churches, and Inok backward along the dim,
rewreating tines of history we find that the qlies.
tions connécted with the conititution and
organization of churches do take and have taken
a very important position in the. practical work.
ing out of Christian aims; and this fact ought
surely to commend the subject to our serious
consideration.

[t was by means of a power(ul, compact
organization that the Christian Church ¢f the
great Roman Empire exercised its far-reaching
and almost invincible influence for a thousand
yeni: before the Reformation. It is a matter of
ecclesiastical constizution that now keeps the
Church establishéd in England to a great extent
out of the community of other Protestant:
Churches, and forms.a barrier of separation,
which at- present seems impassable. It i« by
means of a powerul and efficient organization’
that the great Methodist Church of this Dominion
has succeeded during the past centiy in-build.

ing up an.institution supparted now by a larger |.

number of members and adherents than can be
counted by any other Reformed Church,and
in supplying - Christian ministrations {n multi.
tudes of places which otherwise would hive been
spintually destitute.  In view of these factsand
others which might be stated, we canget surcly,
hold that questions of constitution and organiza.
tion are unimpartant, We of. the Pieshyterian
Church are accustomed to claim that our eccle:
siastical system is -derived direstly from the
practice of the-Apostolic Church and i« in har-
mony with the greay constitutional principles
laid" down by Christ. 1If this claim be well
founded it would seem that,in reference to con-
stitution, we occupy the true position, .and-our.
people .might bo taight more: frequently than
they are what our ecclesiastical principles ate
and what is their history. For surely it should

-| and, génerally, edify the b

he a matter of interest to Presbytesians to look

and to trace its progress and development,

wiitten often in letters of blood. The present

paper is not intended to be a gencral exposition

of our eeclesiastical constitution ; it will aim at.
belng a briel criticism of only one clainent of jt.,
We propose turning our reader’s attention tg the
Elderslupas wo find it established in our Churclip
for tho purposc of comparing it with the P'resby-t
tesatc of the carly Church of which it profesves’
to be a copy.

It is probably scarcely neeessary toinform our’
readers that in the Peesbyterian system, and in,
the Presbyterian view of the Arostolic Churc!i.l
there are but two permunent office bearers in'
the Christian Church, elders and deacons. The.
elders of the New Testanient are sqmetimes
called episkopoy, or bishops, from.the fact of their
exeecising uversight over the Church, Beth elders:
and deacons were ordained by prayer and the
laving on of hands. The clders, generally speak-
ing, cxerciscd spiritual functions ; tho deacons
were tharged with temporal dutles, espacially
the dispensing of alms to the poor, ‘There were
several clders in each local chuich, and they,
exercised their gifts in vatious ways accordirg
to their several ability, But there can be no
question but that all of these ¢lders were by.
their office enttusted with alt the functions of
the Christian m'nistry.  We have no authority
whatever, 23 far as the presepr wriler is aware)
for maintaining that some cldcis were ordained fo
peach, prophesy and administer the sacrament,
while- others- were -ordained to rule and advises
Lt our position be distinctly undentood ; dif<
ferent clders might possess and exercise different
talents which God had given thein; but there
was no distinction in the ecdessastical order con-
feried upon them, They were all clders and
bishops set apart by the one form, the laying on
of hands and prayer, anc there was no functioh
of the eldership or episcopacy which was denied
to them provided they had the needfut gifis,

Now in our modern Presbyterian dystem we
do not find that this is the case. We have three
orders, ministers, clders and deacons. We dono
like 10 say.so, in view of our protest against thrce
orders somewhere else ; but:ne.a manen: ok; fack
we have, ‘I'he minister e ordained b e
administer the--sacramemty b

: ody. ol Chfhe VI
alone can preach. ~ He alone can ads Inigtéd
baptism and the Lord's Supper.  He alone can
preside in o kirk-session, presbytery, synod or
assembly. The hands of ‘the presbytery are laid
upon him alone at ordination. The elders
occupy & 1 ition which is practically so entircly
different that they may truly be held to have a
different order. They cannot preach nor. ad-
minister the sacraments, nor preside cvern in a
session, even when the minister is absent j they
have the distinction of their order indicated by
the fact that they are otdained with prajer only
and do not join in laying hands upon 4 minister
at his ordination.

In view of all these distinctions I wovdd'hke
to ask if the clder does not hold a distingt order
from that of the ministers in our Presbyterian
systems?  Let us supposg b case; A manhas
been ordairied an elder.” Afterwards he dtudies
theology at college or privately, is examinéd for
license, is dpproved by a presbyteryand licedsed
to preach. In.ductime he is called to a chuch,
.the preshytery approye the.call-and resolve to
settle him asaminister, Will he not be ordained
over aguin? He must.  His ordmation as
ian eldec will not atithorise him to preach, to
administer the sacrament or to preside in the
Isesston.  We have clearly theec ordcts of clezgy.

! Now, 1'submit that we have no authority in
'the New Testament fot such -imporiant distinee
{tions between these ofiice beaters.  No reason-
:able idference from any New Testament state.

t

;examined alt that hear upon the.subject, can
‘tead 1o such an immense dificrence Letwaen the
‘one: class of clders and the other. There are
differences of gifts and talentsindicated. Some
‘are bettef teachers and'domé bettet yulers thin
«others ; some are charactérized by greater wis-
.dom than others ; somq have important propheti.
cal gifts. But where is the authority for saying
that dny elder might hot excrcise. any: function
within the scope of the elder:hip provided be
_has the needful gife? The grand Jariﬁcip[e of
Christ, “One is your Master, and al} ye are
Jbrethren,” applics fo this as well as fo other
‘etclesiastical distinctions. :

Having enterea into this candid and: honest
crititism, I conclude with a réflection. What
would our Chlrch in Canada be today if we
thad had, during tho Jast half. century, & body o
'zealous D ew ‘Testament eldersiexescising, un-

id, the functions of the eldership alt over - the
and! While we have.been aiming at a highly
‘educated ministty, is it not possible that we have
been paralyring a most .important arm.of/the
Church's scrvice 2 One of the greateat ncedsof
the Church to day i free, loving, zealous, unpald
service,  For two hundred years we have been
‘telling Wie great majority of our Chlrch's ¢flice:
Learers, * You are permitied io occupy only a
subordinate position in the, exe. offfte. which we
hold in commeon ; its moat imporiant. functions
we reserve for outselves.” Can we wonder that
they have replied by failing to do even a great

back to the original beginning of this system, {-

il 1880, in Dalhousie College. His

e

iments which I have scen, and ] think 1 have]-

(| @ sweet, sweet smile, and he was gore. A setvant who

~ Rission Wark,

REV. ], McLEOD,

- Wr hava afready referred to the ilamented
death of Rev. John Mcleod, our latc mise
sionary at Princestown, ‘I'inidad.  The follows
ing shetch ¢f his Jife rom the Zalifax Presbyte-
rian Witness will be welcomed by nur readers
** He was born at.Noith River, Colchester, Nova.
‘Scotia, on the-23rd April, 1853, is parents
dre bith dead, his mother dying when he way
but twelve-years of age. Hiv grindfather, 1o
‘whorh he bore a striking resemblance, was Johh'
"Mcleod, of Exltown, 3 remarkably shrewd,
devout, and able man, very we)l known among
the Gaelicspeaking congregations in Pictou and
€Qlolchester counties, inhls capacity of Bible.
Reader and Catechist, He was ond-of the-mer
who have figuicd s0- conspicuously and usefully
apong the Highlanders. " In.carly youth John
was sct dpars to the work of the Lotd in. the
ministey Oy a devated and pious mother, Years
after she had gone to glory her prayers wers-an-
swered. Getting his preliminary training in pan
from his elder brother, now the pastor of Vale
Colliery ind Sutherland’s'River, Pjctou'Co., and
in parg at Pliciou Acadeniy, John gntered Dal.
housie College in 3872, While there he distin.
guished:himself in both classics and mathema-
lics, securing the highest prizes in his classes
[His theological course was matked in a similar
mahner. He was graduated BLA, in !878’ ‘M.

‘first two

yéars in divinity were Laken at I'rinceton, New.
Jersey, and tho last at Pine Hill College, Hal-
ifax,where he graduated in April, 188ec In:May
of the same year he was: licensedito preach by
the Presbjtery of Truro, and filled a[: Intments
under the Home Mission Roard .unlil October.
On Noyember 23¢d, 1880, he was dppolnicd the
fourth missionary to Trinidag tg the F. M.
Board, In St. Matthew's C_h‘luc‘x. alifax, Dec
aoth, 1880, Mr. McLeod was ordained and des-
ated missionary to Princestown, his. future
d'of labour. Irf December, and immediately
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OUR HOMFE MISSIONARIES.

BY REV. ALRX. M'KNIGHT, [.1v, PRINCIPAL
THEOLOGICAL MALL, MALIFAX,

Tuxk scason of ;he yeae has come round again
when kings go forth to war. A salvalion army
is on the march, Our theolzgical halls have
emptied themselves into the nission ficld. This
annual raid on the waste places of the fand s a
most Interesting movement, and claims the
attention and sympathy of our people at large,
Let us pray the Lord: of -the harvest to sustain
and shicld the Jabourcrs, to théer their hearts,
10 anoint their fongues, to speed them in their
Fwork of (aith and lobour of love, so that the
n':ay return In Joy, bringing their vheaves wit
them,

"There is another point to which I would like
to dircet the attention of the Church. We
'should pay them os well as pray for theny ‘An
increase in the rate of payment s¢cured to them
by the Home Mission Board, is a Iegutimate and
I think 2 nccessary «corpllary o the success of
ithe -augmentation effort. ‘The salaty of a mis-
;sionary should bear a reasonable proportion to
that of a setiled minister.  When thé one is
lincreased, the bther should be increased in the
'same propartion. The salaries of our ministers
ito day arc at Jcast one-fourth larger than they
were a quarter-of a century ago.  For a country
‘minister, $600 without 2 manse was as respect.
‘ablc a salary then as the augmentation minimum
is now, 1 speak immediately of the Maritime
lPro\rim:es; but I suppose the increase in the
west is cqually greats When $0o0 was arcspects
lable salary for a minister, the rate of ‘pay for
students was $6 per week, and board ; for proba.
tioners, $8 per week and board. ‘T'hese rates
:remain unchanged. ‘The rule In Ontario may
be, alightly diffcrent; but in the cast the fee
'secured to a missionary in the service of the
IHome Mission Board {3 nd- higher than it was
in 1860, \What 1 propose Is that the fee for a
'student be raised from $6 to $8, and for.a pro-
Jationer from $3 to $9 or $1o. And my argu-
iment is that the labourer is worthy of his hire—
of the fair-market value of his work.

It may-help to enforce this argiment if refer-

before setting

ey

tia'in December, immediatcly aficr their mat
tiage, Mr. and Mrs. Mcleod sailed for New York
catly in Janvary, and at oOhce began work in
their new fictd, ‘Thiie work during the pastfive
years speaks for itself, and need not be here de.
tailed  Acquiting the Hindustani language, cs-
tablishing and supetintending schools among.
the coolics; instructing the native teachers, -and
preaching on Sabbath and - through' the week;
formed but a part of the missivhary’s work. The
high ‘temperature and peculiar. climate of Tride
1dad, and a 2¢al beyond his powers of endurance,
told upon Mr, McLcod's /health during the first
two_yeats ‘Therc being no. othet to fill his
position, though -in failing health, he refuscd-to
leave ; but in weaknessand often in pain of bOdﬁ
he toled an.  When his strépjth begaime sicl
that he could not preach, he resigaed his posi:
tion as nissionary, and was continued as in.
structos for native teachers, At this work,/in
which he took sneci.  detight, ind for.which he

sseszed special aputude, he wrolight until &
few wlcks before his death. Hayinf gone (o
‘Tunapuna for res!, expeciing to renialn a shuit
timie at Batbadocs, and then retuen. to Noya Sco-
tia {0 sec.dear ones ogain, he became much
weaker, and. after some three. weeks' confine.
ment to-the house, di¢d at Rev, Mr. Morton's
résidence. ' His last mdments were pladdened
by the tidinds that the Lord had one i reddl:
ness to carry forwacd His own work at Prines-
town,” . )

A letter from 'Mra. Morton ‘gives a.deeply
affecting actount of Mr./Mcl.cod's closing days.
We subjoin a short extract : -

¢ On. Wednesday evenlng, the lastof March, we feared
that he was worse § he complained of shortness of breatb,
ond difficulty la ‘swallowing Mr. Maorton, at his request,
slept Ia the toony with him. Tle was beight and anxious
1o convlrse § he sp.ke of thelr uabrcken filendship, ex-

nce be made to fact t}ug_t_p;v_inity, siudonts
UL ¢ o™ PO

'ourselves in this system, ascultivating inour young
iministers a hardy spirit of personal independence.
[We sometifes go 30 1dr as to contrast'lt with
‘the systematic bestowal of large money.grants
by our brethren ncross the border—a method of
sccuting students for the ministry that may
thave its justification, tholgh it is apt to strike a
'stranger a4 104 clecmosnaty in fis charizfer dnd
‘tendency.  But if our students dre to work their
lown way, they must'havea fait chance for doing
‘so. ‘The wotk provided for them miust' be
'decently paid. 'The objection, of course, will at
lonce be raised,.that any. change would throw a
theavy burden on the-Home Mission Fund. It
is.probable, however, that a considerable portion
'of - the: additional experdse’ would be: borne by
the stations -themselves Let it be fully ex-
'plained td thatn that the scale of payment to
. vhich théy have been accustomed was forniéd a
‘quartes.of a century ago, when moncy, was more
‘scarce thay itis now.; that it bhas becomesinades
(quate; that-a-iense of common.justice thas
compelléd the Church to raisé it ;:and that they
are expected to bear thcle share, as God hath
préspercd thens, in providing 4 ‘suitablé femun.
'eraiion for their. own' ¢atechist.  Chiistian men
'will.egspond to such an appeal, and the vld scale
will- soon.be forgotten. ‘l'ake, for instance, a
‘station that reccives $2 per week from the Home
iMission Fund. On thé introduction’of the new
iscale ‘the people will proiably contribute $t
‘ore than they do now, arid.the charge on the
{Elome Mission Fund will only be $3. Should
the Fund be depleted for a2 time, the Church
'will not: fail to replenish:it.  And the student.
will find his way. to a solution of the problem
‘that cften vexes ministery as well-as students—
how to make ends mect.

One point more. The steady grind of con.
tinuou: work—six months at colicge and six

Eteued he Joy at the news of one coming to succeed
im, acd’ talked much of beavenly-things, The next
morming he was v:xl wiesk, andiabout ten o'clock began |
10 suffet frowmn w feeling of suffocatloa. The doctor wast
sent for but did not arrive Ll two o'clock 1 he found that |
the beart wes glviag out, bet thought that life might con.*
tiaue for sme bours.  About four p'elock Mr. Mcleod
said 1o his wife, * Dess, [t is getting dagk.® Mz, Morton
st once asked Uf there was anything he . withed to say 10
vs, he answered, without much diffculty, *I want
my pife (o bring up my children ia Lhe feat of the Lotd.
[ then repeated twice, * Anything more, Mr.McLeod 7
but he gave'no sign of having hentd, A slight dtruggple,
came in and knelt swith us In prayee lont aythe yplrit was
pasviog, afterwards said, * Madarse, [ did not think he
wat dying, he locked 30 pleased. We took.the chlel
raoutner and hee Lwo titlle boys to cur own home, and
are doing what little human haods may do Lo bind up the
troken heatt. Mr. Morten snd Rev, Mr, Dickon made
alinecessary dirangements, and at two o'clock the follow.
iog day & large’ compaoy had’ stsembled 1o accompany
the remalns 1o theit resting.place. There wete present
cleven ministers, eight Presbyterians, two Church of Eng:
Iend, 209 one Baplist, s number of sther gentlenien, snd
$lindoo convetts and wkhool chitdeen ftom dvety dialet.
Rev,. L3l Blharl, . Jos. Annijee, C, C, Soudeen, snd
Some of the teschers bore bim ta the graye, and lowered
him Intoit. 1la 1s 1aid o & cemetery lately allaned, oo
tbe bueders ,of Tunepuna’ Village.
continué to p:{, lts tribute at the spot, We commend lo

our deat sluter, who, with her little ones, will Jeave

tlendship witl long ho

months in the mission ficld—is exhavsting. The
only regular holiday a student has-is at Christ-
may; and then he goes preaching.  Let him
receive a more adequate remuneration for his
work as a missionary, and he will be able 10 go
hotize and take z test for a month, at the begin-
ning of .vacation ot at the end, or in the middle
of it. ‘The building up of physical healthis not
the only interest. involved in this matter. An
occasionsl season of refreat is wholesome for
the spiritual life. And: there arc courses of
sevére réading and fnvestigation that cannot be
fosecuted with full advantagé Gnless the student
as his time at his own command. Phyucally,
intellectually and spiritually, it is important- that
the stident have a:real vacation, and be a
liberty to do'with'it as'He pleases.  And all this
depends practically on a question of $2 2 week

PROTESTANT missions In Japan were com-
cnced.in 2859. There are now over 10,000
communicants, . besides the nominal.Christian
pulation, The number. of* churches .is over
one hundred and forty: Mission work it making

deal less than what we ask from them?

rintdad for Nova Scotla about the 13t of May,”

marvellous progress.




