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10 lEL LTTL E FOL K.
THE MIDN:OGHT MEDITATIONS 0F A MOUSE.

Oh dear i1I know l'il get caught Iu that, botrid trap tome ona of
liasse fine uighl.s. But wlaat sa a roor mous. te do whan ho bas te
support a large aud lnteresting family by hie own efforts, etpecially
wben tboy arc aiways hungrý ! These groat big creatures called
mîen think thuv work liard whcn thay spend ten bours aut et the
tweuty four in tryiug te support their famile-I Wonder bow they
wouald lîke te iratch cvery momeuit J the day, anc! nigbt tee, te
seize thcir opportunlty cf rnakitig a living, ai va have toilo. Ncw,
I &m ottly ont meule out et mny, but. la am ue ut tice Moust
aufluential clt;zens et Mouserle (the capital of Moutelaud), yen înay
bc lntetested ln learning how wo de thiogs dowu thora.

WVo are a thrifty net, I cau tell you, aud turn every cruraîb to
advautsge. I ar n tha groeery business myself. and suppîy large
numbers cf more wealthy rnica who have rctired frumn active buti-
nets. I bring irn ail the goode. which vo cai* layiî'g au stock,'
white mny childien manage tli, store and tysit on custam,5rs.

Of course 1 have te get out nearly evcry day ta sec after rny
supplies, aud as 1 amn net a very weimore visIiter in triot honte,
and have many dangers te guard against, great care la neomsary.
1 lie near the înoutb of rny private entrante to the honte (the people
apeak of il ais a Ilbote "> until 1 amn sure tha recta is cuîpty. snd
that thora are ne immediate Jangers awaitivig. then eut 1 crcep,
aud look about for the sctaps careless tanusa beinga arc sure te
leave about. Tbey little recalize that they support another famnily
as weil as thir own. I don't wondcr they comuplala about *' bard
ime,*' bot I must say, if mortals wcre as ready te seize oppor.

tunitau as rnico, tuera wenld bc more rirb mon in tb. venld, I amn
turc. Dic! you avec see a thin meuse, 1 ask youi ?'here is hardly
a poor unousa in àMouselaut], rnd it is aIl because they kcep their
aves open. Il Busy au a bec," indee] 1 lBces c lazy comparcd te
us. Yen'u bc surptised te kuow that, il is flot euly tram larder.,
kitchens, and dining tena that I carry my stores. No, indeed . in
thefe days people seern te et ail orer the boute, snd il sa tram tho
parlers auid bedroems that 1 usually pick my choiccit articles.
Meuutes with childrcn in tteacrre rny deligh:, for tron troste 1
neter coma. amay empty clawed. The carelea. littie thinzs drop
ceokic and canates about lite layal anc! alwsys forget te put the
tapon th sugar bowl. Wc mioe, you know, are splendid clinbert,
and inauy's the goot] pacce of app le or cake l've stolen front the top
of a sideboatul vhcn il vws thoglit ta bc sale. Aoc! sametimes
whcu a tbiog ts to big tor rua tu noove, 1 rm home and cati my
tsmi*y Then vo ail coma back, aud est as mach as va cati, and
LIit in what a tati Il dinirg ont."

You have no ides whs: nils ueta n thelb pursuil. of basiLeas
The piratas ibMt 1 hosr about never hail znch dangerons unes. lu
th irs t plaoe, thrre are th ose ttic:httul cata snd doga. Oh,lIdo îo
bate a cet 'Tbey are sncb sly thiuqs, aiwumys pretendinR te bc
aaleep ouut yen gel veli te wont, and! then poanciug on yen when
yau lotit expeet it. 1 tell yen, yen have te be preîty wide avake
taeascape 1 rom thora. Doe I dent mind se mach ; that is, tha big
vues, for tliey are cluîns, sud va can nearly alvays ge: aut of tho
way, beffles ter.siug lhem b) nibling behinul them jas: where thry
cso't sec us; that is Rreat fou, for they do Fet ta augry. Bunt tric
lttle. %lgs arc -redul-tlnite as bac! ne cats <thr-ngb net se aly) -
witae there in ene kin! cf doiz tbey cati a ferret-ngh I I cantiot
tait about' *.i àaj es iny fur go the wrcagvway ,butIl'ilvhisper
yona what we cala himr-its «»Sure lbvath.** lieslly, the very tbought
v1 tb. dtalful tbiog makes my teeti chatter. Then another way
thry bava of catchingil us inte aptes] o ie. pirce et bread and
i.utcr initi somethiog aIse, sud put it in an easy place tor us.

iatthe son.e'bilg Clio in I amn met 'uit t, baM lt WC ha% ltIa:
treim sal1 c %pctknsý, thott il dout.let s o p vicia pain, and nov va
vcry seldorn tucch l'tei uv more. Asn il there were net eneugia
urnys f..; ,aichicg us pour little N'ôJims Tbere art thc trap. and
1 almcet belice tdice art the vortt o! &Il, fAr tht'y are set about
,lark rcoins %t ight. -- I temptingly Le:tlc-, su& uules yen &T
an oic! mnus. yen ara apt te put your head lu dlanger belon youa
tbink. 011 Lands lita myscîl. sometirnes, ulicu ltme srt bsd,
deliberately irv te al tht hait off the bock. It s vcryanrercuse
butuneas, ana] tbongla a Ccci mns eftcr 8nu.coe. ho teeuner or
ljter becmes carottes and lers hie bond]. 1 arn sure i: wiii be the
tend of me, for my grmn.1lahrr. and bis father bl'eore hum, veuud
op tht vay . but cits musi aomaetumes b-~ taken vhen oe*' atock
al choc.. in 1ev. la ths very bouse ther have put a .rap right l'y
& iraah baskiet o! which i arn very fnd, for tast. 1 have tuund
.tme sol &gain the ehoivrat deliset in toy store, an] 1 &ri goiog
at o'nce te itexi c-4 that boit. 1 woodir tlat mea cari compte=n of
bardalip 'whsc they iblaut o! u. Pechapo tluey havea't kiiovu,

before, &Il WC have to go through Wlth ; if n0, I hopeô thîs littlo talk
of nmine rnay open their oeoun soc how themn that in tst world,
where evcry one atrives, w. littie mica have u big a part to play
lu proportion t,) or sizo ais tbey have.-The Outlool.

WHY NOT ASK A BLESSING.
DY i E~i1t . Krygi.

T1hero wre six in that gay litle party-slz bright girls. UJI
tho books thcy rend, tha albums and picturcs tbey looked at, aud
thc roilicking gantes thcy played, 1 &hall nul tell you, becaute you
know moro about auch thînga et a vai party than 1 do.

Ail the par'% more visiters, ezcept Gortie £insmore, who coulda't
bc a hisiter, because tha party %vai at lier bouse. A cbarming
tinetes stuc, mrade, leu, sis&I aU it ues¶, de%.lsed, lot ahe thougit
more of their pleasuro than of lier ovn.

It wui a pleasant summar day. The sun 8hana tram a sky that
was au docp bluc as the trees and levus wera deep green ; -md the)
chippies aocd wrcns trilled gayiy about the honte.

Whcu joua cama, the dinner wuasrst on a tabic out. under a
thick ahadt, treo in the yaid. Uh 1 thoae were-but whatdol1 know
about a girls' picuic dinner? Ail 1 cn say is, thst the white cltt
and tua table itatif fairly grosai alond undcr thc vcîght of tho
things.

IlWell, ait up, ait op," raid the lictie hosten. pleasantiy, when
ail tiigs were ready.

The party having been scated, there vai a pause, and cvery-
body glanced arouîîd at everybody cise. b'omo of the g.ris looked
a litle embarrasscd as if tbcy didîî't quite know what was the
prope: :Uag ta do next.

IWhy don't they begin so cat !" whispered Sadio Carson to
Allie Wright.

But haeora Allie coutl answer. (;ortie Dinsmore, the ruoteu,
cieared her throat and aic :

"ily papa and! mamma and! I always ssk a bloasing at thte
table."

IlThat'a what wo do atour bouse," sait] Ruth llillingaiy.
"So do we.- chirned Allie WVright and! hcr ltte sister Jàne.

"An'! I ncver tael right te ait down and! cat a ieail unient sorneone
dots return thanks for the mica food," ac!ced Allie. I tbînk st
terribly ungrateful not te tiauk God for bis goodness"

"Wall, lot us just say ths.nka ail] aount, thon, belot e brgin
te ata ' suggeitcd Geortie. "V'l take tha lsd."

The girls bowod thair hesdi, white ane alter anothct said a brie!
simple prayez. But vlien it carne to Sadc Carson'& turn, abe
blushed, besitaiet], and tien stammered out, aImait in tess

IlMy papa neyer usak a blessing, and! I don't know boy."
This caused a littde oofusîou, but the nexL girl nt ail riRht

&gain by rlrpesring the prayer she bail learncd at home, and tb..u,
ai she vas tha lait, the girls &il lit tod thcir beat],, and tho ureal
began.

I sink it reai menu not ta aay 1ýSànk yen' to God vhcn ho'à
se good.- blurted eut Jane Wright. who vas the 3000gott girl in
thc parti-.

"W~hy! uket] Sadhe Carson, binshing.
Wby, 'cause,* replicd little Jane. " Whon your papa or

irammna, or sorneboly cite, gives yen isomcthtu* rosI mote, don't yen
tank arn lot it? 'Twoulda't be Rood-gooà minera not to, vc.uid
it? Well, ita mot good inannerà te God te taire crery mica siug bie
gives us, au' not say 1 Sank yen I.".

IlJane'a rightÇ' added the ycuog haste=#. handing aîround tho
fruit. -1%othuiur*s werte tian bcinR ungratelul Jast tbink cf
aittiog clown thmc timon cvery day in thc yrar, and ostbng up God's
uice gits, an' the= neyer once tbanking Hua for tbrm aIl l"

IlsC real menu, se it is," admitted Sadic Carso;I "just as
lattia .lane a"y$. and I yull aslt My Im's ta sali a -lessing, tOc."

Sýadie wasa rasoluto little girl, and se, when *hoesatdown aithei
tabe ths: evcnicg in ber own borne, the a i n ber Mount iray;

IPapa, &Il the gnrl& aithei par:y to.t]ay asic! that their papas
usled a blenainj; at the table 1 was the ouly one who conildn't say
rnylpapa did. 1h, hou soyIvras! Aoc! vuat'd youtbink ? Ail

'hogira texne~rs3 t h&ukl ut ont pêrtv-!l buit Mnt-, std 1
cenldn't, 'caute I hadn't, leared aoy pra-yer st homo r' ';adie'
vrîc airnost broke. "Why don't yoo cicrak a blosig, psapa?"'

It vas an cmbsrrastio3i. question. Mrt.Csrsco' tacs gmwvas
red as the cherries on the table blot bina. Hgow vato urpruso4
and aihLrnd that, h. culdn't aosvr-r a word, but cou! otly look
deora at bis plate snd pretend bc badu': baic.

B.at hs bear.l Nor coulé! ho ferret bis little dau;bwtri quos-
tien. it waà a ste atruggle, but alter a fcw dais ho ccaqu.red
htamelf. snd aaîd oaae nioroing a: the breshiai: table

4Let ce a a bleesino 1'
.And alter tt day ho noer ornitteul tbsi imnport..at part of tào

musai.
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