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Governmetnt.

l'he lirst thing ta bc noticed, in the constitution of the
primiitive Church, says the Australian IVilness is the vcry
important tact that, by thc ternis bi5hops and cîders, not
tivo but oniy one arder aofrnrnisters is mnait. The two
maries arc uscd indiffl'entiy for onc and the saîae office-
bearcrs. Accordingly, each cliurch i5 spoken of as having
bishops or eiders; but no z-hurch is said ta have possessed
bath bisbops and elders-cxccpt when bath na-nes are
manifestiy applicd ta the sanie ciass of persons. Trhe
pastor of a congregation was cailed a bishop or an eider,
and had no ecciesiastici suîpcrîor. Prelacy, which mneans
one order of niinisters exalted above another with exclusive
authority ta performn certain rcligious funictions, n'as flot
known in the carhiest age of the Church. Tl'iî one office
of pastor, or rathcr the person who holds the office, is
dcsignated cither by ~ppsbuteros or cpisccopos; and this
latter terni, again, our version renders cîther by bishop or
by its equivaient overseer. But this is notl'mg more than
an Engiish variation, and it is only iiecessary to bear it i»
niind. The proof of the foregoing statement i5 iouand iii
thc foilowing passiges of Scripture. 'l'lie Iirst occurs iii
theic îth chapter of the Acts and the 71h verse. A
différence had arisen regard[ng the observance of the
ccrenionial iaw iii the Christian Church, and the dissension
Iîad procecded so far thart it n'as necessary ta canvene a
gulen counacil of the leading office.bearcrs ta dJecide the
question. %l'ho, then, ivere these leading guides of the
Church ? TheIi 701 verse says, Il the aposties and eiders."
1 lad dhcte been an inernirdiate order af bishops, hon' could
they possibiy be excluded froin a convention of sucli
extremi mportance as this n'as ta, Uc 'Christian Church ?
Thei sanie renmark ivill appiy aiso ta the 4th verse, wherc
none but apostlesi -.nd eiders are raientiancd. Turui next ta
tie opening verse af thc Epistie ta the Plîllippians. lere
tIie apostic's salutation as gavena ta the Il bishiops and
decnis." Had there beeni ilrez orders of ministers, the
dudication %vouid certainily hav. been ta bishops, eiders,
.and deacons. But îîathing car be nmore evident than tiîc
ia..t that Il bishiops* as licre onaly another nine for Il eiders."
'mie Church ah Philippi n'as ar'y a sanall anc ; and it would
bu absurd :o suppose it posscsscd ai several bishaps in the
mîodern bense af the terrn whereas it as very certain that it
n'as provided witl- -a staff of ciders. Agaîn, iii tic 2oth

cliaptur ai tic Acts, and froms the i7th verse onwarda, we
reld that Paul sent ta Ephesus and calied t'ic eiders ai the
Church. And then in the 28tii verSe, wc find hini
.Iddressing these saisie persans tînder the nanie of bishaps.
l'lic oid v'ersion lîcre prescnts the uiortunate variation for
the English reader, already sioticed, for instcad ai the naine
lisiops, it gives thc equivalent, ovenieers. 'l'lîs anbiguity,
iîowvcvcr, lias zio place in the original languiagc of the
îîîspired author, which auglît t0 be rendered thus: IlAnd
lie sent ta Ephesuas and called the eiders ai the Church,
and Eaid, Take liced unta yourselves and ta ahl the Riock
oer the wvhich thc Hoiy Ghost bhl made you bishops."
Once more, let us compare tCxt and cantext in the opening
verses qc.! the Epistle ta Titus. Verse Sth reads thus:
1For tiiis centre icft 1 thcc in Crete - . to appoint

ddiers. in every city ' " verse 6th, Ilif any be blaancless ;"I

and in continuatiaa', verse 7th, lafr a bishop mlust be
blanieless.- *rhus it will bc seen ijere, as in ail other cases
the %.amî ersn who ira verse qth are calied ciders arc
spt'kcn of li thc 7tî undiler the nanie of bishaps. This
lact nîust iiow he su cvident that it would only bce a
wastc of wordç ta adducc furtlicr prool'. Trhe naine
of bihap vr oiversLeer is a itting titie as descriptive
of the office. It is ant of siaperintendence oroversiglit.

iri Aevie.
Flence the Apostie Peter speaks as follaws: "he eiderè
wvlich are amang you 1 exhort wha amn also an eider;
feed thé flock of Christ, taking the ovcrsiglit flot by
constraint, but willingly." It wvas natural ta expect
that an affice of such importance in the Church, and
demanding matured Christian experience, would usualiy
be filled by mien wvell advanced in life ; and from this
circumstancc is seen the prapriety of the oCher desigria.
tian af eiders. Wiien this order af Christian office-
bearers is iaoked inta a littie mare clasely, there is seen
ta be a distinction between sonse wvho were engaged in
teaching and others who were occupied in ruling or
gavcrning the Ciîurch. The sanie distinction prevailed
in the ancient synagogue, or the model of 'which, motre
than that of any ather jewish institution, the Christian
Cliurch vas forme 'd. Th-ere some were emplayed in the
govern.ment of the. synagogue, and others inthe conduct
of public ývQrsliip. That a similar arrangement faund
a place in the primitive Church is evident fromn i Tian.
v. 7: IlLet the eiders that rule vell be counted worthy
of double lhonor, especiaily taey wiho labor in word. and
doctrine." The latter are ta be accounted worthy af
double honor as performing a twofold duty-that af
ruling anid teaching. This double }aanor, the apostA
goes on to say, includes maintenance, inasmuch as thc
man whta gives bis tirne and labor ta the- Chtîrch is
entitted ta loak for his suppart in se doing, according ta
the proverb which si ys that the laborer is worthy of bis
hire. Here, then, is aur autharity for a twofold classi-
qjcation af eiders. The ane otder, being cancerned with
the governuient and discipline of the Church, have their-
special office in ruiing, and are, theref'ore, fittixagly
cailed ruling eiders. The others, besides ruUng in
common with the former, aise labor in word anc' doctrine,
that is ta say, teach and preach the gospel, andi are,
thereiore, praperly caUled teaching eiders, but mare
cornmonly preachers or ministers of the Word. From
the nature of the case, each conagregation had usuaiiy
anly rinc teaching eider; but there were associated with
him severai ruling eiders, the precise number being
regulated according ta the extent of bis charge and the
exigencies of his situation. The duties of the trling
eIders are sirnilar ta those of the minister, with the
exception of the preaching o! the gospel andi the condut
o! publie worship. We are not. disposed ta attach an
exclusive impo.tance ta Church gavernment, for it is,
after al], a ineans ta an end. Nor, on the ather band,
can we agree wîith sanie prelatists who, finding nosaiffi-
cient warrant for tleir system, in the New Testament,
affirm that ecclesiasticai gavernment was Jeft an open
question ta bc regulateti according ta convenience.
This is a liberty which could flot faau ta be abused by
human caprice. It belangs ta the headship of Christ
ta furnisli the rule for His own bouse. He who gave
directions for tic smnallst minutia2 in the crectian of
the tabernacle and superaddecd the command -. "Sec
thou do ail things according ta the pattern showed thee
in the Mount, is net likeiy ta have ieft-the gavernuient
aof His Church ta the,%visor or the fancy of men.

Love te Christ is no pent-up eniotian or hidden forc.
It is demonstrative. It is absent from no circle or con-
ditian. It is nmore than a traaisient, feeling Qr a monlenta.-y
lîeartglaw. It is a a-cal, maving, andi constraining affectiqn.
bt affects the mmiid, filas tic seul, thailis the beîamg, evolces
latent energies, and sets tl.e entire z)atuîe Qil fire. It is.a5
'ail-ptrmecating as was Mari's breken alabaster bQr whiclî
filled the entire ooi Yfith its fragranc. '-'j


