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Congregational Church during the whole of the present
year. It is therefore not to be wondered at, that he
is in ignorance of the fact, that the matter was men-
tioned openly and fairly at the two last annual meetings
of the College. He cannot have read the last annual
report of the College, or he would have seen that the
matter has been brought formally and pointedly under
the notice and consideration of the Churches, and Dis-
trict Association of the whole Dominion, during the
present year, and that the subject has been thoroughly
and openly discussed amongst them.

If Mr. Fenwick knew this, he ought not to have
written as he did. If he knew it not, the ignorance
arose from neglect of duty.

But I deny that the promoters of the College Build-
ing have not the right of soliciting subscriptions from
the denomination generally, under any circumstances.
Is Professor Fenwick not aware that our churches are
organized under the voluntary system? If any num-
ber of individuals conceive an object to be of impor-
tance to the interests of the churches, who is to
debar them of the right to ask help from their
brethren ? Whether they exercise the right or
not, is a matter for their own consideration.
But the right is unchallengable. One thing, however,
is certain, that in this instance, help will not be asked
from those who have no sympathy with the object.
Nor will the promoters of the College building seek a
surreptitions, misapplication of the endowment fund ;
though, I am sorry to say, ihe Vice-Principal thinks
them capable of doing it.

The greater part of the Professor’s letter is occupied
with impugning the wisdom of some of our churches
in not calling the alumni of the College to the pastor-
ate, but in looking for supplies from abroad. With

respect to this, the first and most obvious consideration !

is, that these churches are responsible to the Head
and Lord of the Church, for their action, and not to
any of the officials of the College. It is quietly
assumed, with an air of conscious and patronizing
superiority, that the Churches of Montreal, Toronto,

common sense. And = very small amount of either
would have saved them from such folly as they are
accused of by the Vice-Principal.

But, let insinuations be cast forth as they may, I
am very sure that the selection of pastors amongst us
has, in alarge majority of cases, been a matter of
grave thought, and earnest consideration for the inter-
ests of Christ's kingdom amongst us. Devout men
and godly women have prayed, and taken council.
And they have, when needful, wisely and rightly con-
sidered that Christ's great harvest field was not
bounded by the narrow limits of any one country, or
even any one denomination. The cure of souls is too
grave a matter to be decided by considerations of
favouritism and party. When the flock need an
under shepherd they are recreant to their most
solemn duties if they allow any consideration to
sway their choice but the fitness of the man. Other
things being equal, the alumni of our College have
undoubtedly the right to look for a first consideration.
But if things are not equal, what then? There can
be no doubt that if the alumni of the College render
themselves capable, in the judgment of the churches,
of filling higher positions, they will be called to them.

The poverty and weakness of our churches cannot
arise from their seeking pastors from abroad. Other
churches, which are both numerous and progressive,
have done, and are doing exactly the same thing.

In the Baptist Church, the leading pulpits in
Montreal and Toronto, have long been thus filled. In
lthe Presbyterian Church, Knox, Toronto, and nearly

every church in Montreal, is occupied by a pastor not
educated in Canada. The Methodist body furnishes
a conspicious instance of the large development and
growth which may arise from the labours of a gifted
man from abroad. The same thing is true even of the
i Episcopal Church, for the labours of Mr. Rainsford, in
; Toronto, have been blessed beyond perhaps the labours.
(of any man who has exercised his ministry in that
‘body.
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