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habits of Western ladies, under the in-
fluence of Christianity.  Connng from
the far East, where the wearing ot jewel-
ry 15 universal among the women, | was
stidl struck  with the superabunance of
gold and silver, with which the women of
Palestine literally load themeetves, Ther
chiet delight seems to be in a head -dress
compuosed of gold and sihver coms strung
together.  The weight of this prece of
ornament must be mcoonvenient at times, |
cquathng that of a hing s aenn. Nors

the habit of weanng it confined to the

e, even the pourest peasant girl

thinks she cannot appear in the street

without the string of comms. Besides this

unnenal grnament, you see necklaces,

bracelets, anklets, and rings e great

profusion.  No wonder  letenwan said,

“Cana maid forget her ornaments 7,
and Isaiah spoke of ** the Inavery of therr

unhling ornaments.”  Paul, in speaking

of the adurning ol women, alludes to the

« platting of their har.”  Women have

had different ways of arranging their hair

in various ages and lands, but any one

in Palestine will understand why Paul

said plating.”  The women, and espe-

cialiy the fine ladies, wear their hair, i |
seores of fine plaits, hanging down thar

back.  Perforated coins are sometinwes

plaited in with the hair, serving at onee

as ornaments and as weights 1o heep the

hair in place.  This elaborate arrange-

ment ol the hair must have consumed a

great deal of time, while 1t gave occasion

for the display of female vamty.

fn Ruth iii. 13, we are told that Ruth
took homu siv measurs (seads, pecks) of
geain in her “vail.” We would call this .
garment a shabe/ or mantle, and not a
vail. I noticed it on the women of Beth.
lehem (the verv place where Ruth was).
It is a square of stout cotton, hike asheet,
that they use to coter all the upper part
of the body, wearing it over the head to
protect themselves from the heat of the
sun, just as a woman here sometimes
throws a shawl over her head, of as a
Spanish lady uses her man Ja.

Esau is said™to"have beerr i "'/mt?y'
man.” 1 noticed the same characteristic
in many of the Arabs of the present day.
‘The camel drivers from the desert often
had the surface of their brawny chests
covered with hair. A, they almost always
have their chests uncovered by dothes,
this may be a provision of nature to in-
terpose a non-conducting substance to
protect them from the heat of the sun.

A “stay” seems to have been carried
by an almost universal custom in Bible
times, and the custom remans to thé
present day.  As you go along the roads
every man you mect is armed with a
stafl.  ‘T'his 1s not used as we use a cane,
though it no doubt serves the same pur-
pose, but is weually carried over the
shoulder or horizontally tn the hand. It,
seems o be a club rather than a cane,
and probably is “carried chiefly as a de-
fensive weapon, in case of a fight or an
attack of wild beasts on their flocks; 1t
is also wsed to strike a camel or ass with
when necessary.  ‘Fhere seems to be an
stinctive desire in men 1o carry sone-
thing in the hand, be it umbrella, cane,
club, or fan. 1 have seen Chinese carry
a fan loaded with lead, and it is no un-
common thing to see them with wooden |
tobacco pipes that can be used as clubs.

In Bible times, time was reckoned:
from sunrise to sunsct, and this ancient '’
custom still remains among the Arabs.
I was quite puzzied when @ first noticed
an Arab clock.  Though it was an hour
before sunrise the hands were at 11, |
aflerwards saw that they counted from
sunset.  According to them it is always

12 o'clock at sunrise, and the sun rises !

at 9 or 10 o'clock in the summer and at
2 or 50 in the winter.  As among the

tews and Greeks, the nuchthemecon, or .

twenty-four hours, is composed of a night

and a day, “the evening and the morn-)

ing,” and not of a day and night as we

reckon : e.g., the Sabbath begins atjthe income increases.
sunset Saturday.—R. H. Graves, in Re- | plan were generally adopted,

ligious Herald.

. CHRISTIAN LIRERALIL Y.

What proportion of my mcome should
I give tothe Lord ? and for what objects
should it be given 2 are questions which
every intelligent disciple of Chnst will
ask  himsel.  The questions do not
admit of a simple answer. Tomust largely
be left 1o the indisidual consaence and
the circumstances inwhich weare placed
to decide  Stll some general considera-
tons man be suggestad tor guidance,

1. Evervone who hasy an meome
shauld give something,

2. Evervone should give o propor
ton 10 his mcome and to the demands
wade onit.

3 The amount left alter deducting
the necessaries of life from income should

' form the basis of «ontribution. Suppose,

for vxample, that the cost of necessaries
for two persons is $200 per annum, then
a man having a wife, but no children,
and having an income of $400 per an-
nuny, should pay more than another man
having a family and the same meome.
Again, the amount contrthuted by a
family of which three, four, or five mem-
bers are earning, ought to be greater than
that paid by o family of the same sive
«here only the father is carning,

4. Suppose that onetenth be assumed
as the aserage proportion of income to
be devoted to charitable and religious
purpuses, still the dlaims of poor, sick or
dependent relations, or contributions to
localcharities may be so disproportionate
that while one man should pay nearly all
into Church and missionary funds, another
might properly not give one half of the
tenth to Church and missionary funds.
Every man must decide for himself re-
garding the object to which this tenth of
income is to be appropriated, provided
that it & not expended for his own

' profit, pleasure, or entertainment, but is

devoted in some way to his Lord’s cause.
Let us now try to suggest a scale for
contribution suited to the circumstances

[ stances, the tunds for churches and mis
sions would be well supplied and osher
charities would be hiberally supported.
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SENSATIONAL PREACHING

AND PREACH.IKRS.

I'he charge made agamst Choat was
that * He stirreth up the people.” and
against His apostles that they “turned the
world upside down and it was true.
Christ avowed at, acted upon 1t, and

neither He nor Hais apostles could deny

it Unless preaching produces U sensa
tton or exeitement i the mind of the
hearer, 1t can do no good.  No wicked
man was ever ted to renounce his sins
without heiny stronghy moved  No per-
son ever sought the conversion of his
soul
Chrnistian hope.  jolin the Baptist pro
duced a great sensation: Jesus spake as
never man spake, and multitudes Bocked
to hear Him - the apostles roused the
people, and 1t they faled they hastened
to another place  Wesley, Whitefield,
Fdwards, Nettleton, Iinney, and Payson
created a  great  sensation.  Unless
Chnistians bear stirring preaching they

grow apathetic with regard to their own

salvation. and lase all interest in aggres-
sive work. (ireat awakemngs neser
' occur and continue under abstract,point-
"fess, or insipid preaching. But
were these sensations produced ?
case by that kind of oratory whose only
- object is to interest by furnishing a tem-
» porary excitement to the feelings: but
by truth manifested to every man's con-
i science-in the sight of God- truth re-
i yealed by God, confirmed by reason and
* history, ilustrated by experience, and en-
“forced by powerful appeals. The sin-
* cerity, the earnestness, and the truthful-
i ness of the preacher are the elemeats of
his power: “the cleamess, force and
eamnestness * of an honest man who re-
' nourites the hidden things of dishunesty,
“and does not walk in craftiness ; who
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| up for immediate use, by making extrava.
gant and starthing statements, by tickling
the ears of diflerent <lasses suc cessively,
and by taking pains 1o prevent any one's
bemy permanently offended. * courting
agrinn " very spon after saving ¢ sharp
thing, or discharging such a shower of
arrows that everybody is hit, and nobady
hurt.  Others are decorous enough wm
the pulpit, and feed the exaitement out-
side by denving or trasning fast horses, by
domng things which the devout among
the commumty regard as questionable,
or by generally acting in such a way as
to make themselves notorious foy peculi-
arities, tather than famous for zeal and
good works.  Every young mnister, un-
less unusually devoted, when he sees the
crowds drawn by these men, 1s tempted
to imitate them.  T'he genuine success
that rewards pauent work seems too tar
off, and the spectacle of many good and
able men, whose suceess is rather i the
general confidence felt in them, than in
the enjoyment of place, honor, and
emolument, but which they are not yet
suffiuiently mature to esteem at their
proper value, is not attractive.

But woe to the minister who imitates
the sensationalist, and woe to the
Church who has such a man for its
, pastor.  T'he best of these ministers in
the days of their greatest popularity are
spoken of contemptuously by their lead-
ing members.  The offictals who rejoice
to see the aisles crowded, can scarce re-
frain from winking at cach other. and
come to regard themselves as managers
of a paying exhibition.  While they <all
their minister a “good fellow,” there is
no evidence of 1everence for his charac-
ter. ‘The good that is done by the labors
of such men isincidental, and the vast cvil
that follows, though not recorded in sta-
tistical tables, is none the less real. When
such men leave a Church they are often
derided by their strongest suppoters,
,and the gmddy crowd that admired

them, now speak of them with

of those who have an income more than | gpeaks face to face with those whom he | jevity. A sure test of the heartlessness
is required forthe necessaries of life, and | would save just as he does in the pulpit; } of this class uf men is, that they have no
who have from $100 and npwards 1o be | who js as ready to talk and pray in pri- | interest in the pastoral work. T visit @
spent on comforts, amusements and ygie conversation to save one soul as . few prominent famulies, to attend a con-

luxuries; or to be 1aid up as capital.  We
do not now refer to wwealtiiv men whose

. . ot » i . . .
income is much greater than their proper | ance, and his speech, judged by cold ! climb to the

expenditure. These, if Christians,

i before a mukitude.  Such a  man
imay be weak in personal appear-

. spicuous funeral, to call on a new-comer
of wealth, they are quite willing : but to
top floor of a tenement to

will | eritics, may be contemptible . but he will pray with an aged saint, (unless the case

devise far more liberal things than now , pake some sensation everywhere, and in | is well-known), or to hasten to the re-

under consideration.
moderate means only we write :
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essential that he should be a logician, or
- & rhetorician ; that he should be scholas-
Ctic in his methods, or that he should not
"be: that he should he realistic, or revel
s inthe ideal : if he has the truth, utter-
ance, and a strong personality, with cha-
'racter, and is imbued with a desire to
| save men, he will be a stimulating, rous-
"ing, convincing, persuasive force wher-
ever he goes.  Self-examination, prayer,
and re consecration would transform
many a powerless preacher into such a
worker. Reinforced by a church of sim-
“ilar type, the community would be shaken
‘now as aforetime. A metaphysician
! preached twenmty-five years without con-

— ! yersions ; thena change came, and every-

Thus five persons having an annual
income collectively of  $4,350 wonld
contribute $333 for Church and mission-
ary purposes, and $2135 for other charn-

 tiek —a goodly sum but oppressive to no

one.

Such a graduated scale scems f&ir to
all parties and would require some little
seli-demial from those having larger in-
comes as well as from the poorer. It is
much in advance of the usual rate of
giving, but certainly not beyond what
can be done.
illustrative, but may serve toshew where
the weaik points in our Church finance
lie, viz. : (1) In trusting to a few liberal
men of wealth for large contributions
,and not spreading the burden equally
upon all ; and (2) in not expecting an
jincrease su the rate of contribution as
if some such
always
making allowance for varying circum-

where he went converts were numerous.
" A friend asked him the reason of the
change. He rephed, © Formerly I sim-
' ply unfolded my contemplations to the
: people, who tranquilly listened.  Now I
i preach, pray, and live to pluck men as
brands from the burning.” )

Many, however. do not seek for this
kind of sensation. ‘T'hey have no sym-
pathy with it. It costs a price which
they arc not willing to pay, and requires

conscientious man could give, and a
mode of life which has no charms for
them. But they are not willing to be
dull, preach to a beggarly array of empty
pews, to be unsought ~ They scek the
sensational ; to fill the house by excite-
ments on cphemeral things, by osfre
, methods, by seizing on the latest scandx‘l,
by adverising tragic or serio-comic
themes, by flying in the wake of the
secular. press to see what they may pick

I'an attentien to detarls which none but a |
The suggestion is merely !

For persons Of: some places a great sensation. It is not | moter parts of the pansh to cheer up

“the man who has lost his property, is
; something that, left 10 themselves, they
inever do.  They never embarrassing-

Iy examine a candidate for ad-
imission into the Church. ‘The sub-
stance  of their questions is, **Do

you want to join? have vou heen bap-
tized? and what is vour full pame?”
t GGenerally, their s a vein of immorality
‘ in their natures, which shows itself from
time to time.  Now it is financial delin-
quency.  While they are popular, this is
. considered an *“ eccentricity of genius.”
Then it 1s untruthfulness, the extravag-
; ance of their public oratory being carried
! nto private life, where 1t does not escape
i detection.  Again, flattery and adulation
overcome them; they lose the power to
l discriminate  between  prudence and
imprudence, rnighteousness and  sin.
Many, also, are addicted to the wvse of
stimulants to  sustain thetr unnatural
warmth of manner. The Mecthodist
Episcopal Church has had some of these
spurious preachers : but the ineracy has
prevented the blasting effects of their
influence from being concentrated upon
(any one Chusch. Whether this 15 a
benefit may be doubted.  But wherever
they are, they are a grief to the pious, an
occasion to the enemics of God to
blaspheine, a cause of flippant disrespect
for rcligion in the young, and a yprolific
source of scepticism and infidelity. 4
l.et young ministers shun them as
models.  As for the Churches that cail
them from near or from far, they take
their punishment into their own hands.

N. Y. C. A




