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TUEg must enter into it. The churches in their
CA A IN ND PND NT corporatc capacity must dic ai l the ob-

TORONTO, TIIURSDAY, JANUARY 23md, 1879. Ilbe no canfounding of churches and church

THE FELLOIVS-IP 0F THE oficers.
CHURHES.Then, fuythcr, it is fclows/u» of the
cHURcHES.churches. All churches are placed on alevcl

W E Congrcgationalists Iay a great deal of brotberly cquality. Thecis noarragation
of stress on the indepà.ndcncc of thej of authority. Therc is no claim ai sucx a

local church. This ks onc of aur distinctive thing. Tie churches arc simply on the foot-
and praminent doctrines. Wc strcnuously ing of good ncighibors and fricnds. Their in-
insist on tItis :that evcry society af Christian tercourse s tlic intercaurse af neighibors and
believers is campetent to manage its internal iricnds. Tlscy arc to work together as neigh-
affairs, without dictation or intcrfèence from bors and friends.
any outside body. But tItis doctrine is not' Now, for fellowship in tItis sense wve would
ail that w'e hold. The fellowshiip of the 1plcad carnestly. Our Canadian churches
churches is as muchi an article in aur crcd have liad tao littie of it iii the past. Thcy
as is the independence of te churches. We have stood toa inucli apart. And wve wvould
maintain that aur several local organizations recommend that some mneasures bo- immedi-
should be in relations the most intimate the. ately proposed ta bring them nearer together.
one ta the other, and that out of these rela- We %vould ourselves suggest anc or two
tions flow blesscd privileges and solcmn obli- agencies that might bc used.
gations. In some ai aur American associations thcy

Perfect Congregationalism-indeed,wemnay have emplayed with great succ<'ss Àvat are
say, perfezct Christianity-is found in the called "«circular meetings." A ielv contigu-
perfect combination of these two ideas-inde- aus churches are sclected, and a fortnight or
pendence and felloxvship. Freedom with sa is dcvoted ta special services in these
Union! " is its motta ; but it is not very easy churches, going through themr in order.
ta combine these twvo elements. The fact is, Members af anc church wvill then attend the
that they are hardly lever combined properly. services af thc other churches and become ac-
As a rule, there is an over-dose ai the one, and quaintcd with their brethren. Wc think that
an under-dose ai the other. They arc like two in sanie sections ai Canada, this instrument-
unequal horses harnessed together ; instead ality could be used ta advantage.
ai pulling together evenly and w~ell, one gets Then, sister churches should bc consulted
ahead af the cther. In aur Church, in Eng- with mare frequency and regularity than lbas
land, up ta the present time, independence been donc as yet in unusual cases, flot anly in
has been miade far mare praminent than fel- cases ai perplexity and difficulty, but in aIl
lawvship; in the United States it has usually cases ai an extraardinary character. There
been othertvise. English Congrcgationalism might aiten be a transmission ai messages
is ireer, more liberal than Americars ; Amer- from one church ta ariother, and every church
ican Cangregationalism is better organized might be helpcd by the wisdom and sympathy
and drilled than English. ai its neighbors.

There is no reason for discarding either We look for a movement in this direction,
idea ai Congregatianalism, here, in Canada. and that right speedily. Our churches must
We myst insist on the independence of the corne dloser together, othertvisc they wvill
churcbes-we must also, insist on their fellow- neyer be much of a powver for good in the
ship. land.________

But are these twvo principles understood
by aur churches ? WVe icar that thcy are TA KE 'O UR? 0 WN CHUR CHPA PE?,

no.And because af this, there arc twva C OME people gaod Christian people, taa,
dangers that ever threaten us; the anc %ý_Jdo without any newspaper in their
is, that liberty may degenerate inta license houses. Others take the caunty paper and
and anarchy; the ather is that union may arc satisfied with that ; others still add ta the
lead ta centralization and ecclesiastical dam- county paper some cheap, city journal, that
ination. may be very gaod in its place, but docs flot

Mistakes are aften madeby thase who spcdi- contain much food for a hungry saul. A
alIy advocate the closer Fellowship of the fewv reverse aIl this order, and take first, their
Churches. Ho1w can these mistakes be es- own church paper, thien the county paper, and
caped? 3y remnembcring twvathings: then -some other religions paper, or same

First, the felawship is fellowvship af the literary paper or magazine for themsclves
chuirchies. The union is not a union of pas- and their childrcn. Which do you think is
tors, or aipastors and deacons, but ofichurches, the better way for Christian people-those
and of churches in their church capacity wvho praiess ta be living nat sa much for this
There is a 'vide distinction between these xvorld as the next ? Which ?
things, although there are some îvho cannat An American exchange puts the niatter
sec it. It is the fellowship ai the churches. ai church papers thus:
The churches by their corporate action j Evcry cause hzs Ils organ. Wc have papers adapted to

j very ciass or minds and 10 cvery drift of thostiecularenand religlous. WVe have undenominatlonal, Indt eenden
Imppers, as they arc called, that dlaim le represcnt religion ai
large, some of thein very able ndu ver>' fuli of intell(igence.
Thley niay, serve wcII the gerucia A ntecIls of n, qci.i
coîîîparison witli them, the denominationat liar!e -,%&y ap*
pear. as, ini itseif, of less value. But in lis sphe e, in the
5pecI i 'ek to îvhich itl(s devoted, (t dcs a serv:ce which
tlie on1ide paper can neyer do.

This necis neargument. The fflor dots flot need toe '
lohi that the raper of bis Churc , if ai ait worthy of lis
place-, betrttan any other, helps hlm la his pastoral worc.
It canhle hlm in his teachings in ways inadmissable in the

pli.? caln sa>' to h (s peopýle may tilngs which they
nccd tu know, lîut which, In de lcacy, he weulhesitale to
say and çoulul fot say le s0 good efféct. Il keeps then lin a
knowvlctigc of Church wotk without whlch they cannaI be
expectedi to bc dul>' lnterestcd In It, oi 10 fuli>' act tiir part
In bupporting lt. In addition t0 editotial tuRttestions and
discussions, si niay give in ls qualter, communiutd and se.
lecied, the l'est thoughi of the l'est mlnds cf the Church and
of the l'est organs of other Churches ; so that, other lhings
l'eing equni, the congregations buet supplied wilh the Churcli
paper are thc l'est itxcniied in what thcy neeci to Inow for
their own prosperi>' and for what they are called 10 do In
promoting the reneral inleresta of the Church.

No suc h results can l'c expected front an oulside or Inde.
pendent paper. It Mnay ecel as a xnedium of gentral inÇot-
mation, but se far as the faitl profwsed or the speciai work
te l'e donc l'y any particular denomination is concermed, It
cannoetclthe wants. Il(s niorelikelyto0 weaken aîtach.
nment to the principles and devotion to the interest of the de.
nomination.

Liews of the lg(hurches.

SI'ECIAL services are being held in Newni>rket.
STUDENT SAER bas preached for thrce Sabbaths

ait Quebec.
REv. E. C. NV. MICCOLL, M .A., bas accepted thte

cali to the church at Quebec.
THE Rev. J. G. Sanderson has left Oro for Dan-

ville to commence his mnnstr>' there.
ON Monday, the 6th inst,, Rev. Manly Benson lec-

tured at Frome, on IlAcross the Continent."
STUDENT POWELL bas been preaching during the

Christmas vacation at Ayr and Guelph, and ait both
places with much accepiance.

REv. J. A. R. DicKsas' bas resigned the pastorate
of the Northern Congregational Church. The resig-
nation bas been acccpted.

REV. CHARLES B. WOOxcCK,pastorofthe Congre-
gai ional Church, of St. Johns, New. Brunswick, bas
rcsigned on accounit of ill.health.

THE Stouffville Church deeply regrets the loss of
Mir. Timotby Millard, an obituar>' of whomn will ap.
pear in our next issue. On New Year's Eve 'the
friends had a "TemnpleArch." This was Ioaded wkit
gifts for the Sunda>' Sct-iol scholars and friends, who
spent a most happy time.

REv. ARTHuR MURSELL'S lecture on IlDavid Liv-
ingston," in Shaftesbury Hall, Monda>' evening, was
one of the richcst treats that a Toronto audience bas
had for man>' a day. The large audience shewed
their appreciation of the lecture by frequent and pro-
longed applause. Hon, Alex. Mackenzie occupied the
chair.

THE anniversary services of the Atton Congrega-
tional Sunday School, were bheld on New Year's
Evening. The exercises consisted of recitations,
readings and music. A sumpluous tea was provided
b>' the ladies of the congregation. Addresses were
dclivered by Revs. Lynch, Love, and the pastor, H.
J. Colwell.

TisE Coldsprings Congregational Church held a
very successful Soiree on New Year's Eve. Excel-
lent music was furnished b>' a choir of Indians.
Speeches grave and gay' were delivered by the Rt',.
Messrs. Renner, Bell, C. S. Pedley and the pastor.
The churchiis doing well. Some have become mcm-
bers lately, and others are ripening.

REv. A. J. BRtAY preached in the Western Congre-
gational church, Sunda>' norning, the zpîh inst. His
sermon, fromn the text,; 'Let us go on te perfection,»
was listened ta with profit by all who heard it. on
Frida>' evening he will lecture in Shaftesbury Hall, on
4« Politics : their use and abuse."1 Mr. *Bray' is the
guest of Prof. GoldWin Seth iti*elrà the city.


