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Se dep is our sense of' tle value of these services, that wve would carncstis
deprecate the breaking up of the systein. WVu ftéel satisficd that ivithout
vi.sitation the trcasury o? the 'Mission would inost grievously suifer. 'fle
visits of a paid agent aèe ont o? the question; the prosent voiuntary plan îs
far healthier and more efficient. Nor is it a inere question of naoney : tiotllill.
%vould take the place of the niissionary meeting, as a means of keeping up
the fellowship of the churehes. Doubtless, there can ho great itnprovcîncnts
mîade in the actual working o? the present plan; and thesec are wcll worthy
of' the best fere thought of ail friends o? the cause. Tho wlîolc subjeet of
raisin- missionnry fands is under the inumediate supervision o? tlue D)istrict
Conumittees; and we would respeetfully suggest to these bodies, that, bc'tr
the next annuai meeting of the Society, they consider the subjectnfresh, and
brimg it before the "lcollective wisdom'>" of the body in June.

It is a trite remark, but it is a very true one in respect te this subjeet, thatt
"it is impossible to please every one." There are Borne difficulties il) the

conciliation of Ireland te Great Britain, and of Nova Scotia te the Dominion
oU* Canada, and in the reconstruction of the Southern States : but the statestian
that could solve ail these problemas would still bc bufled in drawing up a mis-
siunary programme that would exactly suit every pastor and every deputation.
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TRE ANCIENT CONGREGATIONAL CHURCII AT SHIEFFIELD, N.Bl.

BY JAMES WVOODROW.

The River St. John, from its discovery by De Monts until the latter part
of the eighteenth century, was the scene of many a combat. On its watcrý
and on its banks the French and Indians met frorn tiîne to time their Eugli,1h
foes. Sometinues the French flag waved, sonuetiîncs the Enls.At orile
tirne it would seem as if the Roman Catholie faith would predeminate, ravi
,in tura the Protestant would bave a fair chance. 'There were settîcuients
and forts at the mouth of the Gemsec, the Nashwaak, and St. John, aud a
village at St. Ann's (now Fredericton). At length the erisis carne. Gover-
îîor Cornwallis sent Major Lawrence te Cumberland, ne w the bordçr coubty
of Nova Scotia, te drive out the Frenchi, but he failed. Thiý was no
rctreating with him, however, and ho set te, work te keep the French inl
check. Building, a fort called Fort Liawrence, he held his -round with a
lrandf'ul o? men; until a force, mainly of Masbachusetts Puritans, came to
their nid. The French were soon compellcd te capitulate, and were allowed
te, march away with military honors. A part of the Massachusetts expedi.
tien sailed for the mouth of the St. John, 'which they captured, and the
French ret.reated up the river te St. Anns, wbich they subsequcntly burat,
rand thon went on te Quebec. The demolished fortress at St. John was son
buiît and garrisoned by a company of Rangers. Major Lawrence havinag
becqnue Qovernor of Aeadia or Nova Scotia, and desiring the settiement of
the country by New England peeple, issued a proclamation in 1758, announe-
ing hisý*readiness to receive proposaIs for the settlement of the vacated lands
or any others witbin the Province. This proclamation met with a response
among the New' England Puritans, a number o? whoni agreed te settle On
condition that civil and religious liberty would be guaranteed, the Church or
England being thon the legally authorized Church in Nova Scotis. The


