
IS TRE WORLD GETTING WORSIL19

as rivers of water in a dry place as the shadow of a great rock in a weary
land."

2'/icstate of titinreneivcd. Tho thouglitef' winter la relation to thootiier
soasons, may serve to supply useful considerations to sucli as inourn their
coldness to spiritual rcalities, their want of spiritual life and fruitfulticss, the
iviterll state of ilicir souls. Whiat a striking contrast between winter and
spring in the natural world. A person born blind and having lits eyes openied
ini the dcpth of winter, would be amazed indeed by the great siglit above and
around himu. But when ail nature secmed changing in early spring, how
peculiar, intense and admiring, would ho the feelings of bis uplifted heart:
an.d what aa idea it would give sucli an one, of soute unseen power or powers
producing the great and gladdening change. Now the Dower by whicli the
face of the earth is annually renewed, is the saine altnighty power, which in
merey and through the inediatorial interposition of Christ, Ilthe power of
God," is quickening souls far and wide among the nations, and ever contribut-
ing towards the complete fulfiliment of the great promise> "*.Israel shahl blossoni
and bud and fill the world with fruit."

We feel certain that spring will follow the winter now begun : and this
feeling of eertainty we may associate in our niinds with three purticular facts,
viz :-that God hais thousands of titnes renowed the face of the carth-that
lhe is able to do se in the future as ho has doue in the past-and that lie lias
exprcssly promised to, do so "1 while the earth remainetla." Those in a wintry
sta te of seul, should be encouraged by the analogous truths which. will readily
occur to the mind. God bas ini thousands of instances, quickencd seuls to
newness of life. Nie is able to do so ini the future as hoe has done in the past.
Indications of bis niereiful will in regard te such blessed changes, are clear in
Seripture. "lAs the Father bath life in himuseif; se hath lie given to the Son
te have life in himself.>'I "Vcrihy 1 say unto you, the hour is couxing, and
,aow is, when the dead shahl hear the voice of tlie Sou of God; and they that
bear shahl live."

Whea the soul truly listons to the Savieur, it becomes 8peadily visited by
41the day spring from, ou high :" and that such xna y beeme the blessed
experience of sncb of our readers, as are net yet I renewed in the spirit of
their mind," znay the Father of niercies grant for the Savieur' sake.

J. Eli

IS TIIE WORLD GETTING WORSE?
Millenarians tell ns that we are not to expeet the progress of riglit and

trutb under the present economy. Instead of this, things are te, wax worse
and worse till the second appearing of Christ, when, under his porisonal reigu
on earth, the wilderness and the solitary place shail be made glad, and the
desert shall rejeice and blossoni as the rose. Oneoef the agents of the Upper
Canada Bible Socecty lately, in his address at oue of the Branches of the
Society, warnod the audience net te expeet tee much fri the Word. WVhile
hoe urged upon us te send forth the Bible, we were assurcd for our encourage-
ment that Ilwe are 9oinq dow;t," and that this would continue till the secnd
advent. Singularly eut of place, theuglit we, frem. an agent of the Bible
Society.

But Millenarians are net alone la their views respectiug the deownward
teudency of the worhd. Many oalirs express tlieaselves la a similar strain,
and a writer ia the Montreal Witncss, a short tinte a-o aissures. us that the
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