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A Conductor’

The day was warm and eservating.
“There Wes ho clasticily In rthe_sir.
*Ihe heaton Was Spring-early spring—
and It was suddenly, ot weather,
“~The sun's Tays, unbeempered, el

through the .budding Wl still leattess

¢ grees with fevorish intewslly, raaking

* A glare upon the pavement, the bak-

x#d:brichs and roofs of #lie houecs The
~wirind, which came up from the south,
wawas ftful and gave no weliel, It was

4 -dry wind, charged Wil duat which

aghot Into people’s mowlhe and  eyes

&imnd which sporied weally with the
= “%pits of paper and the skeaws that lay

4

-umle.  But, also, be
remsethy. This last characteristio kepl
» Timin a place cagerly sought by
-cesamy an apparently better span. The

» i litile things,
T Nrawght with much peselbility for
i wlisoewlort, apd ~ well did be know
~ 3wy yard of his roste that it was

-about in odd angles M corners. Qut
in "the country men im thelr shirt

. Fleeves Were planting pees 1o dusty
«yows, and bunches of ‘Blpe-grecn gar-
» e were thick and high in the pas-
. #utes, where alrcady Wb grass Wwas
<« swaving in the
-radlllows Wwere green
.cand the farmors sald thad with rain,

fenco @OTDRLS. The
g, the brooks,

.when it should come, ¥ tress would
tatrst into lcat in a daf or two, But
in town people were alrald to lay
asie ‘thelr winter garments, which
awere oppreasive almosh beyond en-
durance. .

John.Fllnn, conductes ol car 3198

- on dhe People’s Tractiem Co.'s lipe,

slwayps taciturn, wal more ihan
usially uncommunicative. He had o
_hedvy, sullen fage, » pals of forbld-

.. dimg gray ‘eyes and & wouth shut

close under bis  segged, unkempt
aeard. 1t was plaim b & glance that
heweas dull of .thoughts, slow of ap-
—padehension and as obwbinale 23 &
trust-

«bimet men on.his toute Selt sorry for
him, a fact which ho suspected and
- yuented. Those who knew, about his
1ie might have told $hat his _wifo
Avema trial 10 him every, day and
‘atant e found Little pleasure in his
sxpiMren, There wers low nights

_avien e did not returm Jate to find
_nig<bome in disorder, ¥he children
.+ aa'eesrs of crouching i eeEmers away

dsosn the reach of  thelr mother’s
vy, it uncertaln arsd The dinner
4u.dolm's pocket was mot always
xodhet at home. A sandwich of meat,
ww-phe tut- In hall, -both, from the
by at the cotner, with Ball & pint
ateolice made In the same place were
s wausl relreshments, But be al-

i, wegs declined the ollers of more
+ pemely but appetizing tare from the
~aaen who took thelr nooatide meal be-
7 pide him, resenting the fact that they
- 3w of his wife's shortcomings and
e=idlored the fruits of their own wives'
* Selesiry with a not unaatural ptide

Nageein.
~ . Jgm Flion's route was & long one

¢l through a most uppleasant sec-

dick of the vast city. [There were
pamares and squares of little, inade-
zateh ouses and plenty of empty,
gugyed lots, In some of which were
Japoverished stoncyards where ma-
.#risl for other rows of miserable,
Fhoup and unsanitary houses weto be-
Yng prepared by shifty sfonecutters,
who rarcly worked for sharp cons
t-actors, who hnew they were shifty.
A spn cvery ollier corner of many of
_a @ créss strapts were grog shops of
v more or less Nourishlog character,
a1 .2 Jobn often cast lowering  looks
1 on kese, for were mot Just such
1*acges the curse of bis life?

« *“Perhups a daily passage through

9 ope checrlu) and agressble streets
J-lght bave brightencd the poor man's

,cocasicnally. Bat he had pass-
s woveral years slreadly anjd those
~sordid  surro.ndings sad had never
Atoeght of change. He was & man
o w0 4n his slow way was cbservant
a " characteristic

iyotte Within the vange et possibillty

* 2bgh be oltet sicpt wheee he atood,

wed yot attended to his duties. That
hewes-eljen exhausted from fatigue

5 aprbain, for his howrs for rest were
wery Whert atd his alesp oftcd brok~

- by tfc wile's deuslen mutterings
oc the Crying of the dady, who Was
enting her tecth-with difficulty and

dimtress to barsell and Dor entire fam-

L e .
The watm day, lo‘llo!lng a2 night
- cuplsmore than .gestlessnesy,

s Conscience

SO EHPY

shasp ring might have stood for the
oxpression of another oath as deep
and !OWI

There wWere not many passengers
going hle.way, elther up or down the
route, and tho day worc slong mone
otonously, wearlly, hopelessiy for
John Flina, .

But about 4 o'clock in the after-
naon, &8 he banged and bounood over
the upoven track, he saw standing
at tho corner of a sloppy, dark court
a woman with a child in her arms,

1t was not tho tule for the trolley
cars to stop at such insignificant pas-
sageways—this was in the middle of
tho squarc—but at the sight of the
woman an impulss, as undednsble and
sudden o8 are all impulses, sclzod up-
on John, He pulled the bell strap
and the car stopped. Then heleaned
down and helped the woman up ihe
high step by putting bis hand under
her arm at the shoulder. She went
in and sat down fn the corner next
the door, the child asleep on her arm.

Sho was a very sorry sight, this
woman Her clothes  were more than
shabby; they were almost past wear-
ing at all, The natrow, faded crim-
gon cashmere skiry, torn snd badly
mended in places, shuwed many &
spot an. stain. Her coat ol shoddy
black was heavy without belng warm
and was pinned unevenly over her
thin form. Her dull, scanly halr was
fastened tightly under a miserable
felt bat, the trimming (save the
markl) a greasy [ [“Sen, and  two
hopelessly shattereds roners.

From the look of her sharp, color-
less face the must have been starved
of hope, ol Iaith, of love, of food,
body and spizitual, all her weary
lite. Yet sho was decent and a mo-
ther honestly, for a ring of doubtfa)
gold shone of her left hand and she
held the sleeping child carefully.

Boyhood retains for a time a cer-
tain aspect of royalty, the possession
of which is independent of fine ral-
ment This boy, 1{n bhis outgrown
clother and worn and dirty shoes,
with his head covered by & carica-
ture of a cap, might have posed to
any artist for the Infant Jesus and
have required little idealizing

There were several ofher passengers
fr the car who had entered ft fust
before the poor woman, and  these
tares John Flinn had not yet taken
up. When he had passed the most
Important crossing he came fnto the
car and began to collect at the up-
per end. When he reached the woman
be paused for the least fraction of
®me and then went out on his plat.
form.

With care not to waken the child
the woman had managed to get an
old purse froin her pocket, but Johs
had passed her before she had time
to open it, and, still holding it In
her hand, she walited. Some passen-
gers got out and others got in, and
again John passed through the car,
collecting their fares. The woman,
seelng him coming, took out a dol-
lar bill from that poor purse and sat
holding it in ber fingers.

The conductor cyed her where she
sat holding the child, and his ugly,
Iii-tempered faco grew sharper  and
uglier, but several times he passed
out 10 bls place without sceming to

she did not ofler the dollar; she sim-
ply sat holding it where he must sec
it as he passed There were very
fow slops now and the car traveled
very swiftly. It was a quiet part of

car cut off the current from him.

look &t her.

that he knew it.
Presently the corner for her

change its expression a particle.

over fnh

R
-~ .
2

d

sco her money As he brushed by her

the city and there was no danger of
secident from rapid travel, The mo-
torman thought to create a broeze
to coo! his hot face. ‘The oonductor
did not get this refreshment, for the

When her journey — which was &
long one — was ncarly ended, and
still John had not taken up her lare,
.Jpsiead of banding it to him boldly,
the woman slowly, very slowly, fotd-
ed her dollar bill and returs 1t to
fer purse. She did not look at 1be
conductor as she did this, nor didhe
Yeb he knew. what she
was doing and she felt in her soul

de-
batking was reached and she made
a motion to rise John stopped the
car, and as carefully as he had help-
od her -on he now assisted ber to get
down. There was not a word spokén
on elther slde, mor did clther face

T Gradually atfer this a change crept
the . ] ¥iinn. ;t Was l'lk‘“’itb1
the | slow Wrewing of & stecca which takios

long to gatber, cloud by cloud,
spreading over the hluo plpost oy
perceptibly. Always taclturn, he grew
silent, more somler ol aspeot, Hess
and lese responsive to the goodenas
fured advances of his fellow-worke
men  §lis unappetizing meals  were
often untasted, and ho ¢} into tho
way ol bringing a botlle of ale or
beer instead o! cofice in his dinner
pail,  Theso cahllarating Loverages
had not, however, the cffect of cheer=
ing him at all; in fact, alter a whilo
it looked as il morte than mere crea-
ture comforts of meat and drink
would be peeded to arrest his  pro-
gress to meclancholia, In old times
there were days when Join scemed
10 look out upon the world with in-
dulgence, 1t not downtight kindli-
pess, But of ‘ate his eyes had chang-
ed in expression'snd had an unseo-
ing. $ntrospective look, as ihough
thelr powers of outward peteeption
were lost, and ho appeated to dwoll
fn thought lar away f{rom ihe things
which surrounded him and ghould
bave claimed his undivided atten-
ed atiention
It was not ofien, however, that ho
missed the fulfilment of his monoton-
ous duties, But he performed  them
with the alr of & somnambulist, go-
fng up snd down amoug the peoplo
who crowded his car ab certain hours
with an zutomatical movement which,
ol course, no ons noticed. For was
he not, with aill of his kind, a merc
human machine at work for the pub-
e comfort and nothing more?
*henever he came to the corner of
the parrow court where hy had tak-
en up thé woman and her child ho
looked out eagerly, as 1f almost ex-
pecting she would agaln be there. At
such times he was totally oblivious
of all else. Once he nctually fancled
be saw her, and pulled his bell, the
sound of its ring and the stopping of
the car rousing him from his reverie
and bringing him to himsell and toa
flask of ;nger.at his.own. stupidity,
expreshéd by a contemptuous spit-
ting aside and an oath,
“he weather continued to grow
‘warmer, and this may have account-
od for the dull flush that came into
John Flinn's face amd the haggard;-
glassy eyes which flashed unnatural-
ly il any obe addressed him, Any
physician of the flesh would (have told
him that he was suffering from mal-
arla. His wile sald ho had tithe
Apring fever," and she bought some,
sarsaparilla, which she drank her-
self, belng usually cohsumed Wwith
thirst. .
“you'd better take a day or two
off, Flinn't fiis motorman sald to
bim one day, and the suggestion
agreed with hls own ldeas. Where~
upon ne asked for leave, and another
man—one of the hundreds waitlng for
the chance—~slipped into kis place,
though the 1poss" promised to take
him ‘o' When he shouwld be fit for
work. I
*ul4 looks as If Flinn wis took bad
w.th some_ kind of fever,” said the
motorman to his new comrade.
Most likely {t's"worriment with that
wife he's got."
« So John £at &t Eome in-bis shirt
steeves by the front window, looking
out, but as usual seeming to-see no-
thing. Qenerally he had ihe baby in
his arms or on his knce, i she would
stay with him, or when her nother,
washing In the yard, left it to him
to get her to sleep.  Dut often he
would st quite alone and silent,
while the ncighbors passing by looks
od at hlm ashance.

One niglt his wife's brother — a
worthless fellow with o turn fer

it. He was a talkative, cnferfaining
creature, for whom .iery ore bhad &
good word, although he was univer-
sally acknowledged-to be ‘‘good for
nothing” and, like kis sister, not al.
ways sober, For this reason John

gave him bul a cool welcowe.

“Did you know the Jesult Fathers
is givin® & mission up at St. John's?
‘Won't you go up, Flinn?"%

‘John made no answer. Was
brooding and did not seem to hear
what was said. But the brothes-in-
law continued'ihe subject, describing
with great gusto the splendid sermon
of the ovening beloté, whem the
church wag crowded,

“They're great, them Jesults st
ol-’em, but this wan has the most

dteds of Dledges

(drink whea hls preachin’s, over."t |
$Wil} you take the pledge, Dar-

neyt! aaked his siater, curloualy.

#1, wilt, he. replicd?
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emotional roligion—came in for a vis,

.did not émcourage his coming and.

They've a power of words, every win

of all T ever. beard, There'll be hun-
took again the

" wThen It1l Yo the tenth time, to
wy knowin’y that you've teok #tI"

STER, THUR

When the vistlor waz gono John
got up an, puiting on his.coat und
hat, went after him to the church,
arnving In the middle of the sor-
mon.

Patiently standing in a corner ho
waited untll the preacher had finlsh-
ed, and then, cleverly throading  his
way through tho crowd, he managed
to reach the door of the sacristy at
the samo tlmo with tho priest and
to whisper quickly a word in his car,

uCome to cunfession, My box is the

fitat ono from the door,'’ Was tho
reply.
But John shook his head and fol-

lowed the priest untll they reachod
& quiet spot. Then he cald:

"J've a thing I'd llke to have set-
{led If you'vo got a Mitle the. i
not take long.”

The good tman, though woary led
the way to o rOOI, where be  sab
himself down to examine tho curious
human study .clore him. .
“you're not well," he begam,

“No. I'm not well, But I'm strong
¢nough most times for what I've got
to do.” )
Then he began i & quoet, rambling
way to tell of a thing he had done.
“It was nothin', just nothin' st all.
It's not as it I dose a realsin,
Many a vorse thing I've got back of
ft, and no worriment to speak of.
Dut It sticks to my mind like a
splinter, and I want to t¥e shut out
ol it, and I know I'l geb mo rest
{iN I teli 1t to some one who'll  un-
derstand and  not dog mo about
when once it's but."

The priest folded his hands and
looked at John from under his eye-
brows. All this was an old story to
him,

“[t it's a sin you have on your
make the one telling of it add save
your time and minel" -
“Jt's no sin,” replied. John, dog-
gedly.

Then he told of the woman with
bher child; how he had taken her up
whete she stood, instead of making
her walk to the next corner accord-
ing“to rule; how he had passed her
by without taking her fare. He smil-
od with his eyes down and_cast aside,
as il there were a-flavor in the
story swect to his memory. .

It was such a trifie that the priest
was astonished and about to smilo
himself, when his eye met the up-
ward challenglng flash in Jobn's eyer
Then he asked:

sBut you know, of course, my man,
that, while your motive was a char-
{table ome, your act was wrong."
“Dishonest, you meant She Was
poor and slek, tired and hungry.
That was her last dollar. How do
you suppose sbe come by itl Where
do you judge she was going? 1 think
of her zll the time. Maybe her hus-
band drinks. Maybe he beats her—
her and the child.”

o}t was right to be sorry for her,
but-"

“Bat you .blok I was wrobkg to
‘leave” her~pass. Which do-you -think:
could best bear the welght of that
lost fivecent fare, the women, poot
like that and weak and helpless, of
the great, blg, selfish corporation?"

Jolm's volde was deep and his
words fell lile blows.

1You had no right to judge of
that. You know-It as well as1 do.
It was stealing.”

uve cents)™ cxclaimed Johh, cohe
temptuously,

It would have been stealing had
jt been but ome cent.”

John shook his head stubbornly.

Do you think one of them, rich,
fine folks that makes up the com-
pany ; would cver miss it?" he ask-
cd, with witherfog contempt

uThat's not the point as between
you and your -.sruience. You cane
not dictaté to any ono the amount
of charity he sball, give, nor give in
charity for another without his
knowledge and comsent Least of all
are you in a.-positl?n to dictate to
the company which employs you or to
contribute to charity out of that
company’s potket.”

lyn glad 1 let her pass!” mut-
tered John, 'She migat have been
the, Blessed gloi_.'hc: berselt _ T've
‘many a time since thought she “was.
Why should I have stooped like. St
In the middle of the aquare for a
common Woman? I never done it he-
fore = never. ' She just stood there,
helpless like, looking up ab me, and
I stooped like a shot and took her
up, The-Blessed Mother-has sppeared
to other people, and waybe she comes
like that j?st to try me I she over

just a poor” woman® or not (and’l
Lope she will come, if she's not the
Blessed Mother with her Son come
to try.me), 1'3,do {88 same: thing

aguia. Tt you, taflier, T couldn's

o

soul, why not come to confossion and |

gets on my car agaln, whether she'~

. LR g
"
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At g -t

Lreak that dollar bill, and I'i glad
1 didn't do 1B

Tho pricst watched him in sllence
110 waited for the excitement to fado
out of his face There wai a looh of
cxhaustion there ghat was not ac-
counted for and showed tho man in-
capablo at that time of teasonable
argumert.

John, having spoken, sat brooding
in s placo. Suddenly the priest aske
od;

“ihy dida’t you pay the wolnan's
fare out of your own pochei?”

John looked up slowly, as though
with diffculty putting aside hls own
thoughts to tako im- the meaning of
the words he heard.

“A man With a8 kind a heart s
you have should not be too mean to
glve his eharo,”

Like a slowly xindling light in o
place that was {n darkness the faco
ol John,Flinn lost 1ts haggard look
Rislng {0 his fect ho oxclaimed, a
ring of absolute joy Inhis: volco:

1“0 Lotd! I nover thought of Itt"

True' to his word, the “‘hoss” gave
his place to John Flinn when Lo re-
ported YAt for duty" a fow days
Iater. His rest had ovidently t‘dono
bim good,"” for he had resumed his
old appeeance, never a very cheetful
one, but subject to occaslonal flashes
of amfability, and, at least, of tol-
cration of the world at large. The
morning he returned to work he was
even cheerful, and his first act as he
boarded bis car and gave the signal
to “'start lcr up" was to transier a
nickel from vne coat pochet to the
otler, and then to pull the strap
that registers a fare.—Y¥ Darnett Ey-
ler in The Irish Montoly

A CURE FOR ASTHMA.

Asthma sufferers need no  lopger
leave home and*business in order to
be curéd. Nature has provided a
vogetable, yemedy. that will pers
manently cure Asthma od all dis-
eases of the lungs and bro ~hlal
tubes. Having tested its  wondertul
cutitive powers In thousands of
cases (with a record of 00 per cent.
permanently cured, and desiring to
relieve human suftering), I will send
free of charge to all sufferers from
Asthma,  Consumption,  Catarsh,
Bronchitis and nervous diseases, thls
recipe in German, Freach or English,
with full directions for prepasing and
using. Sent by mall. Address with
stamp, namiag this paper, W. A
Noyes, 817 Powers Block, Rochester,
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SMALL ACTS.

Wo do not know the far-reaching

influcnee of smatl acte Wo perforia &
deod of simple honesty, justice, pity,
leipluiness, and stiaighway  forgol
it, wo do not think of the mustard
trco which is to grow out of tho
smallest fol seeds It 08 gatd  that
the fuchsin Was' nstroduced  into
Sngland by & sallor boy who
brought it from a forelgn clinw a8 A
prosent for his mother, she oxposed
it n her modest window; il became
an  attraction, and that plant
ploneered all tho fuchsias in tho
country How little that sallor boy
xnew what he was dolng! Io dld
far mote than ho thought. 11¢ has
gladdened thousands o) oyes and
hearts  1f he could come back to-
day, and sco his plant blooming on
the window sills of the poor, in the
gardens of tho rich in the conserva-
torics of connolsscurs, how surprised
and gladdened he would bot I ‘'he
Is a public bencfactor who makes
twn blades of grass grow whero only
one grew beforo,' what shall bo sald
of him who makes & milllon plants
tloom where only one bloomed be-
foro?! So wo perform nameless acls
of kindness, lfotbearance and cquity,
we speak fugitise words of trathiul-
ness and courtesy, and theso have
a ‘self-propagating power and go  on
reproducing  themselves in endless
harvests =W _ L Watkinson, DD
e

LOSS OF FLESH, cough, and pain
on the chest may not mean consump-
tion, but are bad signs. Allen's Lung
Dalsam loosens the cough and heals

inflamed air passages Not a grain |
of opium in it
" AN IDOLATER

The baby has no skies,
But mother's, cyes;
Nor any Qod above,
But mother's love;

His angel sees the, Father's face,
But he-the mother's full ol grace;
And yot tho heavenly, kingdom Is *
Ot such as this.
—J, B. Tabb in Evangelist.

Husband (mildly)—You should re-
member, my dear, that the most pa-
tient person that ever lived was &
man Wile (impatient.y)—Oh, don't
talk {0 mo about the patience of that
man Job. Just think of the patlence
poor Mrs. Job must have had to put
up with such & man,
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4’ ?—one which does not

M<¢Clarys

tondon, Toronfo, Montreal,

towards heating a
house if fed into a
Furnace made fo heat

send the fuel up the
chimney (n smoke.

‘Sunshine'[§
Fuinaces |§

from & unit of coal 1
than any other good |

e
on Q!
8,09
MoMus

« Batnd,
Bead

:

e
et ot

Furnace. i
Every square inch ‘ L
from the bottom of y
fire-pot to top of domo (RN e
'wiL! L

is a direct radiating &
surface.

1

The dome Is made
of heavy steel-plate,
which makes it amore
effective heater than
the cast-iron dome pu
{n common Furnaces,

The "Sunshine” has
everylmproved feature
anal still Is so simple
that any person can
operate it,
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Winnipeg, Vancouver, I
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~ The. Canadian
Catholic Almanac
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_containing fullest information and
statistics concerning the Catholic
Church in the Dominion of Canada
and Newfoundland,is nowin course
of preparation.

+ Price, 50c per Copy.
‘ Advertising Rates, $35.00 per Page.

LICATIONS CO,
9 Jordan St., TORONTO,
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