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a pass that they would “catch ” at such a amall straw as this
American Professor.

Mr. Allen Pringlo will accept our thanks for a copy of his
answer to tho Rev. . W. McLean of Belleville, who, it appears,
delivered a lecture in that oity in snswor to Mr. B. F. Underwood,
aftor tho latter gentleman had loft Bollovill- and was &t a safe
distance. DBoth the Intelligencer, in which a synopsis of Mr.,
McLean's lecture appoared, and tho Ontario vefused insortion to
Mo Pringle’s communication ; but our Liberal friends, determined
that neither the bigotry of Belleville pricsts, nor the illiberality
of tho Bellovillo press should stifle discussion, printed one thou-
sand copics of his article in sheot form and distributed them with-
out charge. In concluding his able article, Mr. Pringle says: «I
will gimply, in conclusion, invite Rov. Mr, McLean or soms
other clergyman of Belleville, to meet Mr. Underwood in debato
upon these yuestions, when they could be fully and thoroughly
dealt with. Belleville boasts of a College and University, and
gurely it can furnish a theologian or professor both willing and
compotent to defend its religion and its theology, if they are de-
fensiblo. We, of conrso, aver that they aro utterly untonable and
indefonsible, Should this invitation or challengo to debate be
accopted, wo will communicato with Mr. Undorwood and meko
necessary arrangements, I may say that Mr. Underwood iz a
ropresontative exponeat of Liboralism or Materialisin in Awmerica,
and should it be desired, we will furnish amplo credentials.”

William Emmette Coleman the able writer and earneat Free-
thinker, is doing an oxcellent and brave work, battling against
the fossilized orthodoxy of the Academy of Science at Jeavenwortls,
Kansas, He is delivering a course of lectures bofors that institu-
tion on “ Darwinism,” ¢ Evolution of Man” and ¢ Tho Animal
Ancestors of the Human Race, from the Moner to Man” Wo
take the liberty to make tho following extract from a private
lotter from hit :—¢ I am stirring up the Christians hero at tho
Academy—last night I had a pitched battle with them. They
havo ruled there for years, and driven away all Rationalists in
disgust, not allowing them to spenk ; and thoy nro trying to do
to do tho samo thing with me, but I don't scare worth a cent ; I
won't bo put down, and I intond to fight them to tho cnd,as 1
know my rights and will majatain them,”

Wo publish, in this issuo, an intovesting letter from our friend
Mr W. B. Cooke. His friends in Canada will be glad to hear
that ho is doing successful work as a “ missionary” in the causo
in which we are all interested—radical Froethought. Wo are
pleased to rote that ho promises usa letter descriptive of American
Communism.

Weare endebted to D. M. McMillan, Esq., of Chilliwack, B.C.,
for & copy of the Annual Report on Public Schools of British
Columbia for 1875-1876. The Report contains an amendment to
the “ Public Scliool Acts” for that Province, from which we make
tho following extiacts, and would commond thom to the serious
aitention and consideration of other Provinces, and our neighbors
across the line, as being worthy of imitation.

Section 14. “ No Trustoe shall hald the Offico of Toacher within
the District of which he is a Trustee; Provided always, that no
clorgyman of any denominstion shall bo eligible for tho position
of Superintendent, Doputy Superintendent, Teacher or Trustes.”

Section 41. ¢ All Public Schools established under the provi-
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sions of this Act, shall bo conducted upon strictly secular and non
soctariun principles. Tho highest Morality shall be inculcated,
but no religious doginas or creod shall bo taught.”

Such is tho law in British Columbia, and it is strictly enforcod.
Mr. Nicholzon, Principal of the High School in Victoris, who
attompted to ovade the law by wsuming that tho ¢ highest moral.
ity ” could only be found in the Bible, and thorefore continued ity
uso in tho High School, hus been foreed, by the Board of Educa-
tion for the Y rovince, to submit or resign. In doiug so, tho Board
ninply decided that sccular means socular.

Owing to tho many potty porsccutions, to which, especially in
amall towns and villages, Freethinkors aro suljecled, wo will, as
anncunced 1 our lust issue, mail tho JOurNAL in scparate
wiappeu.

We are under obligation to Mr. Joln T. Hawko for transcrib-
ing from the Short-hand Mugazine part of a valuable articlo on
¢ Prehistoric Tiu-ts"” which appoars in this issue. Our readers
will bn pleased to learn thut we will soon commoence in the
JOURNAL an original story, by Mr. Hawko ; and from his known
ability as a writer, we can promise thom that it will be & good one.
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Jamos Antlony Froudo, the eminent English historian, has
sont 25 articlo to the Internatical Review of .Now Yor)f, contain-
ing nost romarkable statements upon tho subject of science und
religion.  Ho holds that the present state of religious opinion
throughout tho world is extremely critical ; that thoologiuns no
longor speak with authority ; that those who uphold grt}xodoxy
caunot ugreo on what ground to dofend it ; that materialism all
over Europo is respoctfully listenod to whon it aflirms_that the
claims of revelation cannot bo maintained ; and the oxistence of
God and of a futuro state, tho origin of man, the nature of con-
scionco of man, and the distinction botwoen good and evil, ave all
open questions. Ho says that no serious consoquences, at loast
in England and Americe, aro yet outwardiy apparcnt, and that
tho ontire generation at present alivo may pass away beforo the in-
ward chango shows itselt in marked oxternal symptoms 3 but that
it is cortain that religious opinion is moving with increasing specd
along s track which it will nover retrace and towards issucs in-
finitely momentous.—Press Despatch.

About tho samo timo above appeared in print, Lont Salisbury
gave ntteranco to tho same thought but in much stronger ln.n-
guago. Inreply toa member of that angust Ionso, who had bowail
od the prevaloneo of Materialism and its rapid increase in Groat
Britain, Lord Salisbury said: ¢ It is truo, tho world has taken a
grand step forwand, and the noxt goneration will, in religious
thought, be in advance of this. Wo cannot, in this ago, accopt as
truth tho religion of our forefathors.”

Through the kindnoss of our friend, Wm. Sisson, Esq., wo lu}vo
had the pleasure of roading Miss Susan 1L Wixons charming
book for the young, ¢ Apples of Gold.” While entirely froo from
the superstition of Christianity, it inculeates the higl:cst and
purest morality ; overy story in the book poinﬁ'ng to, aud en&gw
ing upon the attention, somo great moral principle. We .admxro,
and fully endorse tho stand taken by Miss Wi.xon regardfng tho
injustico of the prosent system of inequality in the punishment
inflicted by socioty on delinquents, simply becauso the.y happon to
bolong to different sexcs, but wo scarcely think that either abo.uld
bo received with open arms, but rather that otk a!:ould bo punish-
ed by social banishment until a thorough reformation takes place.



