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held in M‘Gregor's Saloon,— Mr. John A.
Macrae, W. 8., V'ce President of the Asso-
ciation, in the chais.

The Chairman, in introducing the object
the meeting, referret to the death of their!
lamented President, Mr. Pringle of \Whytbank.!
to whoae memory he paid a highly eulogistic’
tribute. Ho then spoke of the progress of the'
Sabbath school movement, which he said had
now assumed proportions of considerable
nitude. He understood that at the present
time, out of the 11G4 chapels and parish:
churches in Scotland, only about 100 had no:
achools in connection with them; and over;
the schools there presided no less than 9000+
teachers, Ile regarded that as a great fact
and he thought it spoke more for the vitahty,
and earnest determination of their Church that}
it continued to make such progress in the great!
work of propagating the Gospel than almost'
anything else.

r. Tawse, the Secretary, then read the
annual report. It expressed gratification with
the continued prosperity of the Association,

|

of und unchan;

THIS MONTHLY RECORD.

1to court retirement and the companionship ofithercfore, with
1his books, while the others were at play.

But,
his chief and most beloved companton, the flrm
zug friend of tusboyhoed, youth and,

viper years, the confidantuf all his juys and sor-
S

the excoption of several cutn.
butions to ** Brewster's Edinburgh Encyclja.
dia,™ varivus rdigions perivdicaly, and the ine,
he never would allow himself to venture [,
print.

rows, was lus Lrother Henvy (thelate i
of the parish uf Ruthiwell,.the funn ler of S.\\ings‘
Banks, and author of \avious well-known popular
and scientific works). The confidence existing
between {he brothers was mutual and implicit, |

without first consulting his brother’s judgment;
and thus the affection of early life ripened with
advancing years into maturity. After pursuing,
in conjunction with his brother Henry, his class-!
ieal edueation at the Grammar School of Dum-

<ifries, young Thomas Duncan matriculatet, when,
'
lnute aceaunt of the Satbath schouvls i all purs

gearcely twehie years old, in the University of,
Ldinburih ; and after passing with eredit theough
the literary classes, he was, in accordance with
the carnest recommendativn of his near hinsman,
the celebrated Dr. Currie of Liverpool, envolled
as o student of medicine. While living in
Edinburgh, he enjoyed the advantage ot fre-
quent interconrse with the many distinguished
literary men who frequ  2d the house of his

The Sabbath Schools of the Church,

Tuere has not been published, since the

mag-'and neither ventured to take auy important step’ year 1843, anything which gives a better iy

|

of the state of the Chureh of Scotland than it
Report of the Committee of the General Assey,
bly on Sabbath Schunls, given in and req
by the Rev. Dr. Crmk, Convener, May 30,
1857, with appendix, containmg Reports o,
Synods, &e. They form a closely printed puu.
phlet of nearly seventy pages, and give a w.
lof the Church during last year. The repen
‘of the Convener vecupies two pages, and s
Iremainder is filled  wih  the  Appendices
Though the document is meant to be widss
distributed among the mimsters and Sahbus
school teachers of the Chuich, yet as there ur

which had now been established for ten years. junele, Dr. Blacklock, witn . .om he resided; and many others of her members and friends wrs
This year there were on the roll 5859 pupils,jamong the number of his contemporarics and in=! a4 “not see 1. and as even those who do, we,

being an increase of 421 since the previous
year ; the average attendance was 4563, being;
an increase of 240; the number of tenchcrs‘
was 558, being an increase of 74 Taking in
the whole Presbytery of Edinburgh, there were!
on the roll G8S8 scholurs, with an nvernge‘
attendance of 5150 scholars and 631 teachers,!
being an increase cince the last year of 91!
teachers and 201 scholars. Comparing these!
numbers with the returns of the first year of !
the Association, they found that there had
been since that period an increase in the
average attendance of scholars in the city of
about 28335, and in the number of teachers of]
408. The report stated that the monthly
meetings had been well attended, but express
ed regret that a large number of teachers did
not avail thensclves of this opportunity of!
friendly intercourse, and mutual prayer and
counsel. ‘I'he Association had issued a new
tract, by the Rev Colin M-Culloch of Mont-
rose, which had been circulated to the extent
of 25,000 copices.

The Rev. Mr. Smith, of Trinity College
Church, moved the adoption of the report,
which was seconded by Mr. Allan, one of the
Secretaries of the Glasgow Association, and;
unanimously agreed to.

The meelng was then addressed by the
Rev. R. Wright, of Dalkeith, and other gen-
tlemen.

Death of the Rev. Dr. Duncan of Dum-
fries
(From the Dumfrics Herald.)
The Rev. Dr. Duncan, one of the venerable
Fathers of the Church of Sentland, and minister
of the New Church of Dumfrics, died at his re-

timate friends were such men as llenry Broug-
ham, John Leyden, David Brewster, Thomas
Chalmers, and Andrew Thomson—with the last
mentioned of whom, especially, a close-intimacy
existed throughout life.  In 1800, he was clected
President of the Royal Medical Society ; and after
having received his diploma as Doctor of Medi-
ciue, he proceeded, in the early partof 1803, ona
tour through France and Ttaly.  Returning home
before the end of that year, n fair field was
opened for the exercise of his talents as a medical
practitioner, through the influence and kindness
of Dr. Curric. But his mind had received a
strong bias towards the Church; and in spite of
the remonstrances of his learned friend, Jie com-
pleted his theological course (which he had all
along been pursuing), and in 1803 vreccived
liceuse as a probationer of the Church of Scotland.
On 12th April, 1804, Dr. Duncan was ordained
as minister of the parish of Applegarth; and
Iaboured with much comfort aml acceptance there
till 1806, when he was presented by the Crown
to the much more laborious, but less lacrative
charge of the New Church parish, Dumfries,
Here, for a lung serics of years, his labours were
very great aud unremitting. By the general
public they might be little noticed, and, perhaps,

‘not be able to grasp and comprehend 1t withs
the pains of 2 mmute analysis, we propse .,
this paper to Jay the principle poms of ne
very interesting information it gives before e
readets.

I "I'he reveluions of this paper are not whet
lof a pleasant kind.  There will be wany o
manse where its appearance will cause a juaty
merited pang ; and even a mere friend of e
Church, not personally concerned, will fird
'something to lament and mourn over m 3
pages.  But wiile tiis is so, undoubtedly e
document is ane of the most cheering deser -
jun, and aflords an irresisuble proof of the wie
lity, the energy, and the piety of the Chureh o
Scotland.  We are not about to attempt an-
Ithing like an esumate of the true plave of a
tSabbath school, or the indications which
inives concerning the state of things m a parsb,
tor the inferences that may be drawn from vs
leondition ; but this much may be assered
eenerally, that it is a sign of ministerial b
fulness and an instrument of ministenal vsete':
ness. We are highly gratified then on thy
view, to find the statistics given by Dr. Crax

by sume too little :\pnvcci:xtgxl;_ but the poover so much farger than those of the previous vexr
classes especinlly, of his parishioners well knew sening forth an inerease of more than 11,00
how unweariedly, while health and strength|children.
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were granted him, he laboured for their souls’, ™ pusqug from the Reportitsell to the Appe

good; how faithfully, both in public and in pri-
vate, he sought to warn the sinner to edify the
t, and o cheer the agl Duving the

ast two or three years of his incumbency, he

and {o

1
was quite unable ‘o officiate in public; but he

still continued to take a deep and heartfelt inter-
est in the spiritual welfare of his flock.  1e died
in his ecighty-second year, after having been
nearly 54 years an ordained minister, upwards
of 51 years of which period the field of iis la-

sidence here on the morning of Saturday the 20th, {bours was Dumfrics.
and was buried on Thursday in St. Michel’s| Dr. Duncan as already indicated in our slight
Churchyard, amidst the deep affectionate regret,sketch of hislife,had many vmineht qualifications.
of our whele community. {His scholarship was of & high ovder. Four or
Thomas Tudor Duncan was the fourth son ofjfive years ago, we had the honour to publish in
the late Rev. George I'uncan, minister of Loch-,vur colunns a correspundence betwixt Dr. Clyde
rutton, in the Stewartry of Kirkcudbright, ofjand him, in reference to sume disputed puints in
wuich parish his paternal grandfather had also;modern Greek; and we hnow that Dr. Clyde had
been the pastor. 1fis mother was.Anne M*Murdu, the utinust_respect for his classic oppenent. It
the daughter of a respectable citizen of Dumfrics., was 2 credit to Dunfries that she could claiin
He was burn at the manse of Lochrutton on the,them both. Dr. Duncan’s pulpit discourses were
24th June, 1776. From early childhood he was, models of sacved exposition—simple, clear and

distinguished no less for the liveliness of his in- jmpressive. His miscellancous compositions were
teliect, than for the extremely gentle and amiable peculiarly clegant. and he was master of n char-
character of his disposition. ~ Ilis health was'ming hwmnour, In autiquarian love he also ex-
never very robust ; and the consciousness ofcelled. Naturally of a retiring disposition,
this, probably, in some degree, led him to shun|however, he shrank from all publicity when he
the rougher sports of hoyhood, and often rather|could avoid it, consistently with his duty; and

jdices with their interesung statstics, we fid
tmuch that 15 well worthy of being known asd
lpundered throughout the Church. There-as
many parishes and chapels which have mad
Ino reports this vear; as far as we can muke
out from Mr. M:Kie’s notes, 169 have notre
poried. Of these, a considerable number are
known to have Sabbath schools. There ar
59 panshes or chapels which have cunfessel
(shall we call it?) to have no Sabbath schus
—59 out of 1164 panishes and chapels at pr~
sent occupied. The number is small when w
think of the condition of the North and Wes
Highlands, of which we shall have more to sy
by.and by. The 1164 ministers have 165
Suabbath schools. In January 1857, there wert
jon the rolis of these schuois 109,248 schuir
Employed 1n teaclung these, were 9214 graw
tous and unpawd agems. In the hbranes cu
nected with the Sabbath schools there wer
1118,494 volumes, besides 54 libranes whee
|the number of books was not reported. It
appears that there were upwards of 10900
children taught in the Church’s Sabbath schees
in Jannary 1857. But this does not represest
the whole number who during the year receind




