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THE theological battle waxes furious
and hot in Scotland. Mr. MACRAE kesps
up a running fire of speeches, in which
he iz doing his best to gain the unenvia-
ble distinction of being condemned asa
‘¢ heretic ;» Mr. FERGUS FERGUSON seems
emulous of this example, and boldly de-
fies his Presbytery ; and Professor Ros-
ERTSON SyiTH is out with an exhaustive
reply to his accusers, in which he deals
heatvy blows at the orthodoxy of the Free
Church. In the meanwhile the authori-
ties of the two churches principally con-
concerned seein almost paralysed, and
certainly have much the worst of the en-
counter. The spectacle, is notedifying.
From the crucible, however, truth will
issue brighter and stronger.

NEexTto the absorbing question_ of:the
war, the interest of Europg, and indaed,
of the whole world, was centred last
week in the election of a new Pope lor
the Roman Catholic Church. The choice
of the Cardinals fell upon Cardinal Pccr,
who hud been from the first regarded as
the eligible candidate, and whose election
was accompli-ked in a shorter time than
had been previously known. There has
been the manitestation of general joy at.
the result, save with the rabid ultramon-
tane party, who wanted an.gxtreme man.
Fhe new Pope is credited Avith an average
amount of learning, with ‘Mberal tenden-
cies, and with strong administrative
ahbility ; and under his away, it is thought
the dhurch will adapt itself more fully tc
the progressive spirit of the times, anc
will act more in unison with the Italiar-
Government,



