THE CHURCH OF S8COTLAXND.

this he seems to have folt himself unwaorthy.
He prayed that God would strengthen him,
not permanently, but “only thieonce ” 1t
was belisring praver.  Jle was confident that
the Gad who had teen his strength from his
vouth up, wauld remcniber him, and enable

im to complete the great work to which he
had been called. Was it right to pray tor
vengeance? For Samson, we think, it wae,
Vengeance was the wark to which he had
been called. The loss of his sight rendered
him forever mcapable of carrying on that
work: and henee he seeka vengeance not for
the scorn, suffering, and insult, to which he
had been suljected, but only for his twoeves.

Fourthlv, to his last teiumph gnd glorious
death. Tke vast building in jch the peo-
ple of Garr had ascembled to witness and
exult aver his decradation. seems to have had
a heavy roui, supported by two large stone
columns in the centre, with a gallery running
round the walls, hetween the 100f and the
grround floer, capabte of holding 3008 persons.
When Samsen, gifled with miraculous
strength. tore away the central pillare, the
roof sushing down from its vast elevation,
would crush the gallesy with its vccupants,
and precipitate the whole mass on the tenants
aof the ground floor. What a monument
woukl that ruined temple with its thousands
of slaughtered worrhippers be to the hero whe
lay veneath! In thus carrying out God’s
purpese, and completing his work, Samson,
though he cast away hislife, wasnot & suicide,
but a martys.

Like thie Saviour, Samson triamphed in
death. Like him, also, he stood alone. ¢ Of
the people there wers none with him.”  But
while Samson suffered for his own sin, Christ
suffered for the sins of others. And while
Samson died that he mizht destroy his ene-
mies, Christ dizd. that ke might save his ene-

mies.
SECOND SABBATH.

SunJECT (—Ruth and Nacmi, Ruth 1, 16-21.

Naomi means fair, or pleasant; Elimelech,
my God s King; Ruth, filled, satisfied;
Mahlon, infirmisy; Chilion, perfect.  This
lovely story belongs to the early davs ot the
Judges, tut thie precise perind cannot be found
out. The family of Naomi belonged to Beth-
lehem or Pphra, in Judah. Famine drove
them into the laud of Moab. The young men
rarri~d Meabite wonten again:t the law of
Moses, Deut. 7: 3. ‘The father and the two
sons die, and then Naomi resolves to return to
her old home. She Luds furewell to her two
daughters-in-law, and urges them to go home
to their mothers’ houses.  After an sftecting
farewell Orpah ‘* kissed™ her mother-in-law,
and went to her own people; but Ruth * clave
unto her ”  “The arguments of Naomi pre-
vailed with Orpah wlio returned to her pecple
aud her gods.””  Notling can be more touch-
ing than tte words in which Ruth declares
her resolve
B V. 18— Left off speaking—cesnsed to urge

er.

¥. 19.—She had grown old and was sadly
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changed throuch grief.  V.20.— Mara, bitter.
She went away with her husband and twe
sons; she comes back a8 widow and childless,
with Ruth only to aid her.

1. Decide for he Lord and Tlis people.
Like Ruth cast in your lot with them.

2. Paor Orpah goex back and sinks ont of
sight forever. lLluth becostes the ancestress
of David aud of David*s Lord; and her story
& delizht to alt the ages,

3. Naomi's experience is but a sample of
the changes and sorrons of which hife is full.
Let us be ready fur such changes. Let us
sympathize with the sorrowing,

4. Al things work together for good to
them who love God. Rom. 8: 28, &c.

THIRD SABDRATH,.

Sungkcri—A4 praying mather, 1 Sam. 1:
21-28. Golden Text, 1 Sam. 1: 28. Read
the whole chapter.

Samuel's father's name was Fikenah, hia
mother's name $iannah. Boeth parents were
pious, as is abundantly evident from the
teaching of this narrative  Flkanah, his
father, was a Levite of the family of Kobath.
We know but little concerniny him, indeed
notking more thaus is recorded here.  Hannab,
his mother, was a prophetic poet of a high
order. Her hvmn of thankegiving {2ad ch.)
belongn to the highest class of inspired poetry.

Y. 21— Went up to Shiloh, it was his cus-
tom. All his house. Like Joshua he served
God with all his house. The yearly sacrifice.
See Judges 21: 19: Luke 2: 41; 1 8am 20: 6.
Probably the vearly sacrifice was offered at
one of the thre: annual festivals, and though
the males only were required to attend on
these occasions, yet it seems that all the family
attended at one of them. His vow. Not told
what the vow was. BRut likely it referred to
the blirth of & son. The custom of vowing
that it Gad wauld graut ome favour, the reci-
pient would give to his service some precious
gift, was common to the Old Testament diz-
pensation Many texts be consulted on this

subject.

V’. 29, ~Hannah gave her reasons for not
accompanving her bushand to Shiloh. She
had resolved not fo appear before the Lora til}
ber child was not onl,\‘ old enough to go with
Fer, but also to remain behiing her.  Weaned.
Hebrew children were sometimes wesned it
three years of age, sometimes at two. Proba-
bly Hannah clung to her son as long as she
could consistently with whatshe felt to be her

duty.

VX 21.—Elkanah sgrees to his wife's pro-

sal, adding ** the Lord estadlish flis Word."”
szt as no word or promise from God is ve-
corded in reference to Satwnuel, there must
have been some special communication that
has not been secorded.

V. 24 —Werned. the child is taken to
Shiloh. YouNG, likely bLetween three and
four. So voung astoneed caveful attendance.
Three butlocks for burnt offerings. See Josh.
8:30-35. 1he burnt offering was always sc-
companied by an oblation. Numb. 28: 11, 12,
for which purpose the flour was provided; and



