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If 1 faage the., 0 Joruialem 1 lot my rlght hand fowget its ounnixs.,-.-Paalm 57,.v 13.
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Trinity Chapel, Brighton.
The Bestorationa of thse Erring.

"Breti ren if a man be overtaken fmi a fault,

yle whi-h are spiritual restore etiech an one in the
spirit et meekneip considering thyse If, lest
thou aise be teJv pted . Bear ye one annther'a
burdena, and &o u ilfil the Law of Chi ist."-G ai.
Yi. 1, 2.

It would be a blessed thing for our Chris-
tian seciety if we couid contemplate sin froin
the sanin point ef view fromn which Christ and
Hie Apn)tles saw it. But in this mnater
society je ever orciliating between two ex-
tremes, undue lamity and undue severitv.

In ene age ef the Church, the days et »o-
natisin for instance, men refuse the grace ef
repentance to those who have erred :holding
that baptismal privileà:es once fcreited cami.
flot be got back: that for a single distinct
lapse there is ne reitoration.

In anoiher age, the Church, having found
out its errer, and dscovered the danger oft
setting up ark inipressi hie standard, hegins te
confer periedical ab solutions and p:enary
indulgences, until sin, eabily forgiçen, is a*d
easily committed.

And se tee witb societies and legisiatures.
In one periecl puritanism jes dominant and
inarals severe. Tlhere are ne smail faults.
The 8tatute-hook fa defiled with the red
îcark ot bloed set opposit,. innuraerabie mis-

demeanours. In an age atili earlier. the dle-
struction of wild animals is punished Jike the
murder of a nian. Then in another period
we have stAch a medley of sentiments and
aîckliness that we have io.%t ail our bearinge,
and cannot tell what is vice and what W.
goodness. Charity and toieration degener-
ate i 'to tiiat feebie dreamines% %rhich refuses
te be roused by stersi view.e of liue.

This cantrast too, inaiyexist iii the sami
.sge, nay, in the aime indlividuai. One man
giftel vith talent. '.r privilegetl hy rank.
outrages ai! decency: the irarla à miieq, callk
it &cc-ntricit)y, forgives, and ia very merciful
and tolerant. Then some one uashielded hw
these advanta-cs, .-tiorsed neither by wealth
nur hirth, qilis-not to one-tenth, nor omie
ten-thousandth part of' thui ?inme ex Lent;
Society is seized with a vint sous indignation
-rises up in wrath-asks what is to 1 ecorne
ot the morale of the communitv if thexe
things are committed; and proteets its prn-
prie-ies hy a rigorous exclusion of the off-fl-
der, cutting off the bridge behind him against
lus return for ever.

Now the Divine Character of the 'New
Testament is shown in noi hing mpre signalir
than in the stable groundl front %which it
views this rnatter, in c.mmparisan with the
shiftingz and uncertain standling-point fronk
whetice the venid sees it. It eaýs, neyer re-
tracting nnr bating, 'Ihe vra"es Of Sin fa
death." It speaka sterrly with iv) %veak Sen-
timent. "1,Go, gin ne more, lest a wor-se
thing happen thee." But then it accept.%
every excuse, aimnits every pailiation : mook-
upon thiq worid of tempta;tion ani these f.-ail
human Ilearts of ours. net frein the ccli ef a


